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GAPT. Merlotte and my chief 
mate beftowed their time fo 
well^ and obliged the natives fo 
much, by the toys and trifles they 
gave them, that they prefently 
told them that the gold, which 
they called Aarah, was picked up 
in the rivers that came down 
from a mountain which tbey point- 
ed to, a great way off. Our men 
prevailed with three of them, to ga 
with them to one of thefe rivers^ 
and gave them beads and fuch 
things to encourage them, but no 
hatchet: That was kept up at a 

A ^ high 
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high rate, and as a rarity, fit only 
for a king or fome great man who 
wore Aarah on his ears. 

In a word, they came to the 
river, where, they faid, they found 
this Aarah ; and the firft thing our 
men obferved there, was an Indian 
fitting on the ground, and beating 
iomething upon a great ftone, with 
another ftone in his hand, for his 
hammer : They went to fee what 
he was doing, and found he had 
got a lump of gold from the iand, 
as big as a fwan fhot, of no regu- 
lar (hape; but full of corners, nei- 
ther round or fquare ; andthe man 
was beating it flat, as well as he 
could. 

One of our men who had a 
hatchet- in his hand, made figns to 
him, to let him flat it for him; 
and fo turning the back part of 
the hatchet, which ferved the pur- 
pofe of a hammer, he beat the 
piece of gold flat in an inftant; 
and then turning it upon the edge, 

beat 
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beat it that way, until he brought 
it to be .round alfo. 

This was fo furprizing to the 
man who had been beating, that 
he ftood looking on, with all the 
tokens of joy and amazement; and . '' 
defiring to fee the hatchet, looked 
this way and that way, upon thofe 
of his countrymen, who came with 
us ; as if alking them, if ever they 
law the like. 

When our man had done, he 
made figns to know if he had any 
more Aarah ; the man faid nothing, 
but went down to the brink of the 
river ; and putting his hand into a 
hole, he brought out three little 
lumps of gold, and a great many 
fmaller^ fome of them about as 
big as a large pin's head ; all which 
he had laid up there, in the hol- 
low of a ftone. Our man thought 
it was too much, to take all that 
for the hatchet; and therefore pul- 
led out fome beads, and pieces of 
glafs and fuch toys ; and in Ihort 

A 4 bough. 
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bought all this cargo of gold; 
which in the whole, weighed near 
five ounces, for about the value of 
two (hillings. 

Though thefe bargains were very 
agreeable to us, yet the difcovery 
of fuch a place, and of fuch a fund 
of treafure, in a part of the world, 
which it is very probable, was 
never feen before by any European 
eyes, nor fo much as enquired af- 
ter, was thcr greateft fatisfa<5lion 
imaginable to me 5 knowing the 
adventurous temper of the gentle- 
man, who was our principal em- 
ployer. Upon this account, while 
my men bufied themfelves in their 
daily fearch after gold, and in find- 
ing out the rivers, from whence 
it camej or rather where it was 
found; I employed myfelf to be 
fully informed where this place 
was ; whether it was an ifland, or 
a continent; and haVing found a 
tolerable good road for our fhips 
to ride in, I caufed my two fhaU 

lops 
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lops well manned, to run along the 
coaft, both Eaft and Weft, to find 
which way it lay> and whether 
they Gould fi^nd any end of it; as 
alfo to fee what rivers, what peo- 
ple^ and what provifions they could 
meet with. 

By my obftrvation, I found thaC 
we were in the latitude of fevca 
and twenty degrees and thirteen^ 
minutes South Meridian j diftance 
from the Ladrones about fixteen 
degrees Eaft. While my (hallops^ 
were gone, I went on fliore, and 
fome of my men fct up tents, 
as well for the convenience of their 
traffick,. as for their r-efting on 
fliorc all night ; keeping^^ however^, 
a good guard,^ and having two of 
eur {hip dogs with them', who 
never failed giving t^cm notice, 
whenever any of the natives came 
near them ; for what ailed the dogs, 
I know noty but neither of theni 
could bear the fight of the Indi- 

A 5 ans. 
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ans, and we had much to do, to 
keep them from flying at them. 

While we rode here, we had the 
moft violent ftorm of wind, with 
rain, and with great claps of thun- 
der, that we had yet fuftained, 
fince we came out of England: 
It was our comfort, that the wind 
came oflf (liore, for it blew at South, 
and {hifting between the South, 
South Eaft and South Weft, with 
fuch exceflive gufts, and fo furious, 
and withal, not only by fqualls and 
fudden flaws, but a fettled terrible 
tempeft, that had it been from off 
fea, aS it was ojfF fliore, we muft 
have periflied, there had been no 
remedy: 'And even as it was, we 
rode in great danger. My boat- 
fwain called out twice to me, to 
cut my mafts by the board, pro- 
tefting, we {hould either bring our 
anchors home, or founder as we 
rode; and indeed the fea broke 
over us many times, in a terrible 
manner. As I faid before, we had 

an 






ROUND THE WORLD. Mi 

an indifferent good road, and fo 
we had, but not a very good one, 
for the land was low; and on the 
Eaft we lay a little open. How- 
ever, our ground tackle was good, 
and our (hip very tight, and I told 
the boatfwain I would rather flip 
the cable, and go off to fea, than 
cut themafts. However, in about 
four hours time more we found 
the wind abate, though it blew 
very hard for three days after. 
I was in great pain for my two 
fhallops in this tempeft, but they 
had both the good luck to lie clofe 
under the fliore 5 and one indeed had 
hauled quite upon the land, where 
the men lay on fliore under their fail ; 
fo that they got no damage; and 
about three days after, one of them 
returned, and brought me word 
they had been to the Weft, where 
they had made very little difcovery, 
as to the fituation of the country, 
and whether .it was an ifland or a 

A 6 conti^ 
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continent ; hut they had convcrfed 
with the natives very often, and 
found feverai who had pieces of 
gold, hanging fome in their hair, 
fome about their necks ; and thev 
made a ftiift to bring as many with 
them, as weighed all put together, 
feventeen or eighteen ounces, for 
which they had bartered toys and 
trifles, as we did; but they found 
no rivers, where they could difco- 
ver any gold in the fands, as we 
had done, fo that they believed it 
all came from the fide where wc 
were. 

But our other fhallop had much 
better luck ^ (he went away to the 
Eaft, and by the time (he had gone 
about fixtecn leagues, fhe found 
the fhore break off a little, and 
foon after a littje more, until 
at length they came as it were, to 
the land's end; when the fhore 
running due South, they followed 
according to their account, near 
thirteen leagues more. 

In 
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In this interval, tliey went fevc- 
ral times on fliore, entered three 
rivers indifferently large, and one 
of them veiry large at the mouth, 
but grew narrow again, in three or 
four leagues ; but a deep channel, 
with two and twenty to eight and 
twenty fathom water in it all the 
way, as far as they went. 

Here they went on (horc and 
trafficked with the natives whom 
they found, rude and unpolilhed, 
but a very mild inoffenfive people; 
nor did they find them any thing 
thievifli, much lefs treacherous^ 
as in fbme countries is the cafe. 
They had the good luck, to find out 
the place where, as they fuppofed,. 
the king of the country refided ; 
which was a kind of a city, en« 
compaffed with a river, almofl all 
round, the river making a kind of 
double horfe-fhoe. The manner 
of their living is too long to def- 
cribe ; neither could our men give 
any account of their government, 

or 
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or of the cuftoms of the place; 
but what they fought for, was 
gold and provifions, and of that 
they got pretty confiderable. 

They found the Indians terribly 
furprized at the firfl: fight of them; 
but after fome time, they found 
means, to let them know they de* 
fired a truce ; and to make them 
underftand what they meant by it. 

At length a truce being eftablifti- 
cd, the king came, and with him 
near three hundred men ; and foon 
after the queen, with half as many 
women. They were not ftark naked, 
neither men or women, but wear- 
ing a loofe piece of cloth about 
their middles ; what it was made 
of, we could not imagine : for it 
was neither linen or woollen, cot- 
ton or filk ; nor was it woven ; but 
twifted and braided by hand, as 
our women make bone lace with 
bobbins. It feems it was the ftalk 
of an herb, which this was made 
with; and was fo ftrong, that I 

doubt 
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doubt not, it would have made ca- 
bles for our (hips, if vye had wanted 
to make fuch an experiment. 

When the king firft came to our 
men, they were a little {hy of his 
company, he had fo many with 
him, and they began to retire; 
which the king pcrceivii>g, he 
caufed all his men to flop, and 
keep at a diftance; and advanced 
himfelf, with about ten or twelve 
of his men, and no more. 

When he was come quite up, 
our men, to (hew their breeding, 
pulled off their hats, but that he 
did not underftand ; for his men 
had no hats on. But the officer 
making a bow to him, he under- 
ftood that prefently, and bowed 
again ; at which all his men . fell 
down flat upon their faces, as flat 
to the ground, as if they had been 
fhot to death with a volley of our 
(hot; and they did not fall fo quick, 
but they were up again as nimbly, 
and then down flat on the ground 

again ; 
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again ; and this they did three timcs^ 
their king bowing himfdf to our 
men, at the fame time. 

This ceremony being over, our 
men made figns to them that they 
wanted vi6hials to eat, and fome- 
thing to drink > and pulled out fe- 
vcral things, to let the people fee 
they would give fomething for what 
they might bring them. 

The king underftood them pre- 
fently, and turning to fome of his^ 
men, he talked a while to them ^ 
and our men'obferved, that while 
he fpoke, they feemed to be terri- 
fied, as if he had been threatening 
them with death. However, zs^ 
foon as he had done, three of them< 
went away, and our men fuppofed 
they went to fetch fomething that 
the king would give them ^ upon- 
which, that they might be before 
hand with them, our men prefented 
his majefty with two pair of brace- 
lets of fine glafs-beads of feveral 
colours, and put them upon his 

arms. 
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arms, which he took moft kindly ; 
and then they gave him a knife, 
with a good plain ivory handle, and 
fome other odd things. Upon re- 
ceiving thefe noble prefents, he 
fends away another of his men, and 
a little after, two more. 

Our men obferved, that two of 
the men went a great way off to- 
ward the hill, but the other man 
that he fent away firft, went to his 
queen, who with her retinue of 
tawny ladies, ftood but a little way 
off, and foon after her m^efty came 
with four women only, attending 
her. 

The officer who commanded our 
men, finding he ihould have another 
kind of compliment to pay the la- 
dies, retired a little 5 and being an 
ingenious handy fort of a man, in 
lefs than half an hour, he, and 
another erf* his men, made a nice 
garland, or rather a coronet of furr- 
dry firings of beads, and with glafs 
bobs and pendants, all hanging 

about 
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about it moft wonderful gay ; and 
when the queen was come, he went 
up to the king, and ihowing it to 
him, made figns that he would give 
it to the queen. 

The king took it, and was fo 
pleafed with the prefent, that truly 
he defired our officer to put it upon 
his own head, which he did; but 
when he had got it fo placed, he 
let our men fee, he was king over 
his wife, as well as over the reft of 
the country, and that he would wear 
it himfelf. 

Our man then pulled out a little 
pocket looking- glafs, and holding 
it up, he let his majefty fee his own 
face, which we might reafonably 
fuppofc, he had never feen before, 
efpecially with a crown on his head 
too. Before he faw his own faca 
in the glafs, he was grave and ma- 
jeftick, and carried it fomething 
like a king; but he was fo delighted 
with the novelty, that he was quite 
belide himfelf, and jumped and ca- 
pered 
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pered and danced about like a mad- 
man. 

All this while, our men faw no- 
thing coming, but that all was giv- 
en on their Tide ; whereupon they 
made figns again, that they wanted 
provilions. 

The king then made iigns, point- 
ing to a hill a good way off, as if 
it would come from thence very 
quickly -, and then looked to fee if 
his people were coming, as if he 
was impatient till they came, as 
well as our men. 

During this time, one of our 
men obferved, that the queen had 
feveral pieces of gold, as they 
thought them to be, hanging about 
her, particularly in her hair, and 
large flat plaits of gold upon the. 
hinder part of her head, fomething 
in the place of a roll as our women 
wear; that her hair was wound 
about it in rolls braided together 
very curioufly ; aad having informed 
our officer,, he made figns to the 

king. 
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king, for leave to give the queen 
fomething, which he confented to. 
So he went to her majefty, making 
a bow as before : But this ccniplai- 
fancc furprizcd her; for upon his 
bowingi on a fudden falls the 
queen and all her four ladies flat on 
the ground, but were up again in 
a moment ; and our people won- 
dered how they could throw them- 
felves fo flat on their faces, and not 
hurt themfelves, nor was it lefs to 
be wondered at, how they could fa 
fuddenlyjump up again, for they 
did not rife up gradually as we muft 
do, with the help of our hands and 
knees, if we were extended fo flat 
on our faces; but they, with a 
fpring, whether with their hands 
or their whole bodies, we knew 
not, fprang up at once, and were 
upon their feet immediately. 

This compliment over, our of- 
ficer ftepped up to the Queen, and 
tied about her neck a moft delicate 
necklace of pearl ; that is to fay^ 

of 
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of large handibme white glafs beads, 
which might in England coil about 
four pence halfpenny, and to every 
one of her ladies he gave another of 
fmaller beads and differing colours 
than thofe which he gave the 
Queen : Then he prefcnted her 
Majcfty with a long ftring of glafs 
beads, which being put over her 
head reached down to her waift be- 
fore, and joined in a kind of taflel^ 
with a little knot of blue ribband^ 
which (he was alfo extremely plea- 
jfed v/ith ; and very fine fhc Was* 

The Queen made, it fcems, the 
firft return ; for ftepping to one of 
her women, our men obferved that 
her attendant took fomctbing out 
pf her hair, and then the Queen. 
let her tie her hair up again ; after 
which her Majefty brought it, and 
giavc it to our officer, making figns 
to know if it was acceptable. It 
was a piece of gold that weighed 
about two ounces and a half; it 
liad beea beaten as ikt as they knew* 

how 
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how to beat it. But the metal was 
of much more beauty to our men 
than the fhape. 

Our officer foon let the queen 
and people fee that he accepted the 
prefent, by laying it to his mouth 
and to his breaft, which he found 
was the way when they liked any 
thing. In fhort, our officer went 
to work again, and in a little while 
be made a little coronet for the 
queen, as he had done before for 
the king, though lefs ; and without 
aiking leave of his majefty, went 
up to her and put it upon her 
head ; and then gave her a little 
looking-glafs, as he had done to 
the king, that (he might view her 
face in it. 

She was fo furprized at the fight 
that fhe knew not how to contain 
herfelf ; but to fliew her gratitude, 
(he pulled out another plate of gold 
out of her own hair, and gave it 
to our officer; and not content 
with that, (he fcnt one of her wo- 
men 
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melk to the croud of females who 
firfl attended her^ and whether {he 
ftripped them of all the gold they 
had, or only a part, (he brought 
fo many pieces, that when together 
they weighed almoft two pounds. 

When (he was thus dreffed, flic 
ilepped forward very nimbly and 
gracefully towards the king, to 
ihow him what £he had got ; and 
finding. he was drefled as fine as 
herfelfi they had work enough for 
near two hours, to look at one an- 
other and admire their new orna- 
ments. 

Our men reported, that the king 
was a tall well (haped man, of a 
very majeftic deportment^ only that 
when he laughed he (hewed his 
teeth too much, which^ however 
were as white as ivory : As for the 
queen, faving that her fkin was 
of a tawny colour, (he was a very 
pretty woman ; very tall, a Yweet 
countenance^ admirable features, 

• andf 



04 DE FOE'S YOYAGE 

audi in a word^^^ a compleajtly hdlul- 
fome lady* 

She was very oddly drcffed; (he 
was quite naked from her head to 
below her breafts : Her brcafts v ere 
plump and round, not flaggy and 
hanging down, as it generally is 
with the Indian women, fome of 
whole breafts hang as low as their 
bellies; but proje(aing as beauti- 
fully as if they had been laced up 
with ftays round her body ; . and 
below her breaft fhe had a broad 
piece of a fkin of fome curious 
creature, ipotted like a leof)ard^ 
probably of foriie fine fpotted deer. 
This was wrapped round her very 
tight, like a body-girt to a horfe | 
and under this ibe had a kind of 
petticoat, as before defcribed, hang- 
ing dowii to her ankles* As foi' 
ihoes or ftockings, they, were only 
fuch as nature had futnifhed^ Her 
hair <vas black, and as fupppfed, 
very long, being wreathed ap^ and 
twifted in long locks about the 

plate 
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plate of gold fhe wore; for when 
(he pulled off the plate above-men- 
tioned, it hung down her back^ 
and upon her (boulders, very grace- 
fully : But it feems flie did not 
think fo, for as ibon as (he found 
it fo fallen down, (he caufed one 
of her women to roll it up, and tic 
it in a great knot which hung down 
in her neck, and did not look fo 
well as when it was loofe. 

While the king and the queen 
were converfing together about 
their fine things as above, our men 
went back to the boat, where they 
left the purchafe they had got, and 
furniflied themfelves with other 
things fit to traffic with, as they 
faw occafion; and they were not 
quite come up to the king again, 
when they perceived that the men 
the king had fent up into the coun- 
try were returned; and that they 
brought with them a great quan- 
tity of fuch provifions as they had; 
which chiefly confifted of roots and 

Vol. II. B maize^ 
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maize^ or Indian corn, and feveral 
fruits which we had never iecn be- 
fore : Some of them refembled the 
large European figs^ but were not 
really figs ; with fomc great jars of 
water, having herbs fteeped in it, 
and roots, that made it look as 
white as milk, and drank like milk 
fweetened with fugar, but more de- 
licious, and exceeding cool and re- 
freftiing. Th^ brought alfo a 
great quantity of oranges, but they 
were neither fweet nor four, and 
our men believed they were not 
ripe; but when they were drefled 
after the manner of the country, 
which they {hewed our men, and 
which was to roaft them before the 
fire, they had an admirable flavour, 
and ottr men brought a great many 
away to us, aoid when we roafted 
them they exceeded any thing of 
ihe kind I had ever tailed. 

After our men had received what 
was brought, and fhewn that the 
whole was very acceptable, the king 

made 
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made figns that he would be gone^ 
but would come again to them the 
next rooming ; and pointing to the 
queen's bead, where the plate of 
gold had been that ihe had given to 
our men, intimated that he would 
bring fome of the fame with him 
thie next day. But while he was 
making thefe figns, one of his o- 
ther meflengers came back, and 
gave the king fomething into his 
hand wrapped up, which our men 
could not fee : As foon as the king 
had it, as if he had been proud to 
fhow our men that he could make 
himfelf and his queen as fine as 
they could make him, he undid 
the parcel, and decked out Kis 
queen with a fhort thing like a 
robe, which reached from her neck 
down to the fpotted Ikih which fhe 
wore before, and fo it covered her 
ihoulders and breafl. It was made 
of an infinite number and variety of 
feathers, oddly, and yet very cu- 
rioufly, put together; and was 

B 2 fpangled 
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fpangled all over with little drops 
or lumps of gold ; fome no biggcf 
than a pin's head, which had holes 
made thro' them, and were ftrung 
fix or feven together, and fo tied 
on to the feathers ; fome as big as 
a large pea, hanging fingle, fome 
as big as a horfe-bean, and beaten 
flat, and all hanging promifcuoufly 
among the feathers, without any 
order or ftiape, which notwith- 
ftanding were very beautiful in the 
whole, and made the thing look 
rich and handfome enough. 

As foon as he had thus ecjuipped 
his queen, he put another upon 
himfelf, which was larger, and had 
this particular in its fhape, that it 
covered his arms almoft to his el- 
bows, and was fo made that it 
came round under the arm, and 
being faftened there with a ftring, 
made a kind of fleeve. 

As the king's robe, or whatever 
it may be called, was longer, for it 
came down to his waift, fo it had a 
great deal more gold about it, and 

larger 
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larger pieces than that the queen 
wore. When their majefties had 
thus put on their robes, it may be 
gueffed how glorious they looked, 
but efpecially the queen, who be- 
ing a moft charming beautiful crea- 
ture, as faid before, was much 
more fo when gliftening thus with 
gold. Our men looked very nar- 
rowly toobferve whether there were 
any diamonds or pearls among their 
finery, but they could not perceive 
any. 

The king and queen now with^ 
drew for that evening, but their 
people did not leave our men fo,. 
' for they thronged about them ; and 
fome brought them jars of the 
white liquor, fome brought them 
roots, others fruits, fome one thing 
fome another; and our men gave 
every one of them fome fmall mat- 
ter or other, in proportion to what 
they brought. At laft, there came 
four particular tall lufty men, with 
bows and arrows, but before they 

B 2 came 
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came clofe up to our men they kid 
down their bows and arrows on the 
ground, and came forward with all 
the tokens of friendihip they were 
able to make. 

They had two youths with them, 
each of which led a tame fawn of 
pretty large growth j and when the 
men came up, they gave the two 
fawns to our men ; who, in return, 
gave each of them a knife, and 
feme firings of beads, and fuch 
toys as they had. 

Our men obferved, that all thefe 
men had little bits of gold, fome 
of one (hape and fome of another, 
hanging at their ears ; and when 
our men came to be familiar, they 
aiked them as well as they could, 
where they found that ftufF, and 
they made figns to the fand in the 
river; and then pointed towards 
that part of the country where our 
(hips lay; which fignified to our 
men, that the gold was, mod of 
it, where we lay, not there where 

the 
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the king aad queen refided. Nay, 
when our men pointed again to the 
ri\rer where thej were, and went 
and took up fome of the fand, .»» 
if they would look for gold in it, 
they made figns of laughing at it, 
and that there was nothing to be 
found there, but that it lay all the 
other way. 

And yet two or three of the men, 
who, when the tide was out, went 
up the bank of the river, two or 
three miles upon the fands, peep- 
ing and trying the fands as they 
went; they found three or four 
little bits of pure gold, though not 
bigger than pins heads; but no 
doubt, farther up the country, 
they might have found more. 

Thefe four men feeing how fond 
our people were of the gold, made 
figns that they could fetch gold to 
them if they would give them fuch 
things as they liked ; and ours a- 
gain told them, they fliould have 
ny thing they pleafed; and, as 

B 4 earneft. 
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earnefl^ gave them fome pieces of 
iron, and bits of glafs of fmall va- 
lue, both which they were much 
delighted with. 

Early in the morning their four 

cuftomers came again, and brought 

feveral men, who feemed to be fer- 

vants, along with them, loaden 

with refrefhments, fuch as the 

white water, mentioned above ; 

which they brought in earthen 

pots very hard, made fo by the 

neat of the fun. They brought 

alfo three fmall deer with them, 

and a kind of coney or rabbit, but 

larger; which our men were very 

glad of. But that which was a- 

bove all the reft, they brought a 

good quantity of gold duft, that is 

to fay, fome in fmall lumps, fome 

in bigger; and one of them had 

near a pound weight, wrapped up 

in a piece of coney- fkin, which 

was all fo very fmall, that it was 

like duft; which, as our men un- 

derftood afterwards, was reckoned 

littlo.. 
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little worth, becaufe all the lumps 
had been picked out of it. 

Our men, to be Aire, were very 

' willing to trade for this commo- 
dity, and therefore they brought 
out great variety of things to truck 

• with them ; making figns to them 
to pick out what they liked; but. 
ftill keeping a referve for the king, 
and queen, whom they expedted.. 
Above all, they had made a referve. 
for the king of fome extraordinary 
hatchets which they had not yet 
fiifFered to be ken ; with a* ham- 
mer or two, and fome drinking; 
glaffes, and the like,, with fome: 
particular toys for the queen. 

But they had* variety enough left 
befides for the four men ; who, in 
fhort, bought fo many trinkets and. 
trifles, that our men not only got 
all the gold they brought, but the 
very pieces of gold out of their 
ears ; in return for which, our men* 
gave them every one a pair of ear- 
rings, to hang about their ears, 

B 5 with 
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with a fine drop ; fome of green 
glafs, fome red, feme blue ; and 
they were wonderfully pleafed 
with the exchange ; and went back^ 
we may venture to fay, much rich- 
er in opinion, than they came. 

As foon as thefe people had 
done their market, and indeed a 
little before, they perceived at a 
diftance, the king and queen com- 
ing with a great retinue ; fo they 
made figns to our men, that they 
muft be gone ; and that they would 
not have the king know that they 
had been there. 

I muft confefs, the relation of 
all this made me very much re- 
pent, thgt I had not happened ta 
have put in there with the (bips> 
though indeed as the road lay open 
to the Eaft and South winds, it 
might have been worfe another 
way I I mean, when the ftorm 
blew. However as it is, I muft 
report this part, from, the account 
given us by my men. 

When 
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When the king and queen came 
the fecond time, they were toge- 
lher» and drei&d up^ as our men 
fuppofed^ With the utmoftmagni- 
£cence; having the fine feathered 
ipangled things about their (JKfifuU 
dersi and the king had oirer all 
his habit, a fine fpotted robe of 
deer ikins> neatly joined together $, 
and which, as he managed it, co- 
vered hina from head to foot ; and 
in (bott, it was fo very beautiful^ 
that he really looked like a king; 
with it- 

When he came to our men, and 
the ceremony of their meeting wa» 
over, the king turning rounds 
fhewed them, that he had brought 
them ftores of proviiions ;; and in- 
deed £> he had ;, for he had at lead 
fifty men attending him, loaden 
with roots, and oranges, and maize, 
and fuchthings : in (hort he brought 
them above twenty thouiand oran- 
ges ^ a great parcel of that fruit 
like a fig, which I meationed a- 

B 6 above. 
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bove, and other fruits. After which 
another party followed, and brought 
twenty live deer $ and as many of 
their rabbits dead ; the latter are 
zs big as our hares. 

A&^bey came up, the king made * 
figns^ to our men to take them;^ 
and our officer making figns to 
thank his Majefty^ he ordered one 
of the queen's attendants to give 
him one of the feathered robes, 
fuch a one as the king himfelf 
had on ; and made mighty fine 
with lumps and taffels of gold, 
^s the oiher. And a tawney lafs 
advancing to him, offered to put 
it over his head ; but he took it in 
his hand and put it on himfelf ^ 
and looked as like a jack pudding 
in it, as any one could defire ; for 
it made no figure at all upon him, 
compared to what it did upon the 
Indians. 

When they had received all this, 
they could not but make a fuitable 
return ; and therefore our officer 

caufei 
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caufed his refcrvc to be brought 
• out ; and firft he gave his Majefty 
a dozen of very handfome drinking 
glafles of fcveral Gzts ; with half 
a dozen of glafs beakers, or cups, 
to the queen, for the fame ufe. 
Then he gave the king a little 
hanger, and a belt to wear it by 
his fide; and (hewed him hqw to 
buckle it on and take it off; and 
and how to draw it out, and put it 
in again. 

This was fuch a prefent, and the 
Jcing was fo delighted with it, that 
bur officer faid, he believed the 
king, did nothing but draw it and 
put it up again, put it on and pull 
it off, for near two hours toge- 
ther. 

Befides this, he gave the king 
three hatchets, and fhewed him 
the ufes of them ; alfo two large 
hammers and a pair of very ftrong 
large (heers, particularly (hewing 
him, that with thofe hammers, 
they might beat oat the gold lumps 

which 
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which they found in the rivers, and 
with the fheera might cut the edges, 
rounds or into what (hape they 
pleafed, when they were beatea 
thin* 

To the queen he gave &x little 
knives, and a dozen fmall looking- 
glafles for her ladies ; fix pair of 
fciiTors, and a fmall box full of large 
needles; then he gave her fome 
coarfe brown thread, and (hewed 
her how to thread the needle and 
few any thing together with th& 
thread; all which ihe admired ex* 
ceedingly, and called her tawny 
maids of honour about her^ that 
they might learn alfo. And whilft 
they were ftanding all together,, 
our officer, to divert the king„ 
fewed two of her women one ta 
another by the lap of their waift- 
coats, or what elfe it might be 
called ; and when th^ were a lit-* 
tie furprized at it, and began (a^ 
he thought) to be a little uneaiy,. 
he took the fcifibrs^ and at one 

fnap 
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fnap fet them at liberty again: 
Which paiied for fuch an extraor- 
dinary piece of dexterity^ that the 
king would needs^ have two of them 
fewed together again^ on purpofe 
to fee it cut again : And then the 
king defired he might have a needle 
and thread himfelf, and a pair of 
iRriflbra : Then he would few fome 
things together and cut them a- 
funder again feveral times, and 
laugh moft heartily at the ingenu- 
ity of it. 

Befides the above things, they 
gave her majefty a pair of ear-rings 
to hang on her ears, the glafs in 
them looking green like an emerald^ 
a ring of filvcr with falfe flones in 
it, like a rofe diamond ring, the 
middle ftone red like a ruby; which 
flie went prefently and gave to the 
king; but our officer made figns 
that he had one that was bigger for 
the king> and accordingly gave the 
king one much larger: and now 
they had done giving prefents, as 

they 
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they thought, when the king made^ 
a fign to the quecn^ which (he un- 
derftood, and calling one of her wo-- 
mcn,' fhe brought a fmall parcel,, 
which the queen gave our officer 
into his hand; wherein was about 
eleven pound weight of gold-duft^ 
but as before, no lumps in it. 

Our men having thus finiflled 
their traffick, and being about to 
come away, they made figns to the 
king, that they would come again 
and bring him more fine things ;, 
at which the king fmiled, and 
pointed to the gold, as if telling 
them he would have more of that 
for them when they came again. 

Our men had now their expec- 
tations fully anfweredj and, as I 
faid, had ended their traffick; and 
taking leave of the king, and all his 
retinue, retired to their fhallop, the 
king and queen going away to theiir 
city as above; the wind blowing 
Northerly, they were fevcn days 
before they got down to us in the 
jhip ; during which time, they had 

almoft 
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almofl famifhed the deer they had 
left; five of which they had kept 
to bring us alive^ and yet they went 
two or three times on (hore to get 
food for them by the way. 

We were all glad to fee them 
again, and I had a great deal of 
reafon to be very well fatisfied with 
the account of their traffick, though 
not much with their difcovery, for 
they were not able to give us the 
leaft account whether the land was 
a continent or an ifland. 

But let that be how it will, it is 
certainly a country yet unfrequent- 
ed by any of the chriftian part of 
mankind, and perhaps, may ever be 
fo, and yet may be as rich as any 
other part of the world yet difco- 
vered. The mountains in moft of 
the iflands, as well as of the main 
land in thofe parts abounding in 
gold or filver, and no queftion, as 
well worth fearching after, as the 
coaft of Guinea; where, though 
the quantity they find is confider- 

able,, 
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able, yet, it is at this time fought 
after by (6 many^ and the negroes 
taught fa well how to value it, that 
but a little is brought away at a 
time, and £b much given for it, 
that computing the charge of the 
voyage, is oftentimes more than it 
is worth. 

But though it is true, that what 
gold is found here is a great way 
off; yet, I am. perfuadcd,. fuch 
quantitiea are to be had,^ and the 
price given for it fo very trifling, 
that it would be well worth fearch- 
ing for. 

I reckon, that including the gold 
our (hallop brought and what wc 
got on (bore where we lay, wc 
brought away about twenty-four 
pound weight of gold : the expence 
of which, wc could not value at 
above ten or eleven pounds in Eng- 
land put it all together ; and reck- 
oning for all the provifions we got 
there, which fupplied us for twenty 
days after we came away* 

For 
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For while our (hallop was mak- 
ing her vifit thus to the royal fa- 
mily, &CC. as is related, our mea 
were not idle on (hore, but partly 
by trade with the natives, and by 
wafliing the fands in the fmall riv- 
ers, we got fuch a quantity of gold, 
as well fatisfied us for the ftay we 
made. 

We had been about eighteen 
days here when our fhallop return* 
ed, and we ilayed a week more traf- 
ficking with the people : and I am 
perfuaded, if we had been in the 
mind to have fettled there and flayed 
till now, wc ftiould have been very 
welcome to the people. Wc faw 
neither borfe or cow, mule, afs, dog 
or cat, or any of our European ani- 
mals, excepting that our men (hot 
fome wild ducks and wigeons ex- 
^Sdy the iame which we fee in 
England, and very fat and good, 
but much eafier to fhoot than in 
England, having never been ac- 
quainted with the flalh and noife 

of 
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of guns as ours have been : we alfb 
found a fort of partridges in the 
country not much unlike our own> 
and a great many of the whittling 
plover the fame with ours. 

Though this month's ftay wair 
unexpected, yet we had no reafba 
to think our time ill fpent. How- 
ever, we did not think we ought 
to lie here too long whatever we 
got : fo we weighed and ftood off ta 
fea, fleering ftill South Eaft keep- 
ing the (hore of this golden coun* 
try in fight, till our men told us^ 
they found the land fall off to the 
South : then we ileered away more 
Southerly for fix or eight days, not 
lofing fight of land all the time,, 
till by an obfervation, we found we 
were in the latitude of thirty- four 
degrees and a half. South of the 
line; our meridian diftance fix>m 
the Ladrones, twenty- two degrees 
thirty minutes Eaft; when a frefli 
gale of wind fpringing up at South 
and by Eaftj obliged us to hale 

cloib 
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dofe for that evening ; at night it 

blew fuch a ftorm, that we were 

obliged to yield to the force of it, 

and go away afore it to the North 

or North by Weft till we came 

to the point of that land we paft 

before; here the land tending to 

the Weft we ran in under the lee 

of a fteep ftiore, and came to an 

anchor in twenty-five fathom water, 

being the fame country we were in 

before. Here we rode very fafe for 

five days, the wind continuing to 

blow very hard all the time from 

the South Eaft, 

My men would fain have had 
me gone afhore again, and traffick- 
ed with the people for more gold; 
but I, who was ftill in queft of 
farther difcoveries, thought, I knew 
enough of this place, to tempt my 
friend, the merchant, whofe favo- 
rite defign was that of making new 
difcoveries, to another voyage there^ 
and that was enough for me. So 
I declined going on fliore again, 

except. 
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except, Aat we fcnt our boats" for 
a recruit of frefh water; and our 
jnen, while they were filling it, 
ihot a brace of deer, as they were 
^»ding by the fide of a iwamp or 
ffioiift ground; andalfo fome wild 
iJucks. Here we fet up a great 
wooden crafs, and wrote on it, the 
names of our fhips, and command- 
ers ; and the time that we came to 
an anchor there. 

But we were obliged to a farther 
difcovery of this country than we 
intended, by the following acci- 
dent: We had unmoored early in 
the morning, and by eight o'clock 
were under fail; by ten we had 
doubled the point I mentioned a- 
hove, and ftood away South, keep- 
ing the (hore on board, at the dif- 
tance of about two leagues Weft. 

The next day, the officer, who 
had been with the (hallop, (hewed 
ws the opening or mouth where he 
P^t in, and where he had made 

his 
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kis traffick with the king of the 
country, as iaid before. 

Wc went on Hill for two days, 
and Aill we found the land «xlei>d^ 
kig itfelf South, till the third day 
in the morning, we were a little, 
furprized to find ourfelves, as it 
were, embayed ; being in the bot- 
tom of a deep gulph, and the land 
appearing right a-head, diAanoe 
about three leagues j the coaft hav- 
ing turned away to the Eaft and by 
South, very high land and moun- 
tainous; and the tops of fome of 
the hilk covered with fnow. 

Our fecond mate and the boat- 
fwain, upon this difcovery, were 
for coming about, and fent to mc 
for orders to make fignals to the 
other fhip and our brigantine, who 
were both ahead, to do the like; 
but I, who was willing to acquaint 
myfelf, as fully as I could,/ /with 
the coaft of the country, w)^h I 
made no queftion I Siould have 
occaiion to come to agah^, faid^ no, 

no, 
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no^ I will fee a little farther firft« 
So I ran on, having aii eafy gale 
at North Eaft and good weather, 
till I came within about a league 
and a half of the (hore, when I 
found, that in the very bite pr nook 
of the bay, there was a great inlet 
of water, which either muft be a 
pafTage or ftrait between the land 
we had been on fhore upon ; which 
in that cafe, mufl be a great ifland, 
or that it muft be the mouth of fome 
extraordinary great river. 

This was a difcovery too great 
to be omitted, fo I ordered the bri- 
gantine to fland in with an eafy 
fail, and fee what account could be 
had of the place; accordingly they 
ftood in, and we followed about a 
league, and then lay by, waiting 
their (ignals. I had particularly 
ordered them to keep two boats a* 
head to found the depth all the way, 
and they did fo : and how it hap- 
pened, we knew not, butonafud- 
den, we heard the floop fire two 

guns 



ROUND THE WORLD. 49 

guns firfly. and then one gun; the 
£rfl was a fignal to us to bring to^ 
and come no farther; the next was 
a iignal of diflrefs; we immediateljr 
tacked to (land off, but found a 
Arong current fetting divc&ly into 
the bite, and there not being wind 
enougk for us to ftem the current^ 
we let go our anchors in twenty- 
two fathom water* 

Immediately we manned out all 
■the boats we had, great and fmall^ 
to go and afiifl our brigantine, not 
knowing what diflrefs fhe might be 
in; and they found that (he had 
driven up, as we were like to have 
done^ too far into the channel of a 
large river, the mouth of which, 
being very broad, had feveral (hoals 
in it ; and though (he had dropped 
her anchor juft upon notice, which 
the boats who were founding, gave 
her; yet (he tailed a-ground upon a 
fand, and (luck fall ; our men made 
no doubt but fhe would be loil^^ 
and began to think of faving the 

Voh. IL C provifions 
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provifions and ammunition out of 
licr. The two long-boats accord- 
ingly began to lighten her^ and firft 
chey took in her guns, and let ottt 
all her cafks of water; then they 
began to take in her great fliot and 
the heavy goods. But by this time, 
-they found their miftake, ^r th^ 
-Ciirrenf, which I mentioned, V^as 
nothing, but a ftrong tide of flcod'; 
which, the indraught of the river 
ibeing confiderable, ran up with k 
very great force; and, in fomethihg 
lefs than an hour, the brigantine 
fleeted again. 

However ftie had ftuck fo long 
upon the fand, and the force of the 
current or tide had been fo great, 
that (he received confiderabfe dam^ 
age; and had a great deal of water 
in her hold. I immediately order- 
ed out boats to row to the land, on 
both fides, to fee, if they could find 
a good place to lay her cm fhore in j 
they obeyed the order, and found 
a very cohvenient harbour, in the 

mouth 
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mouth of a fmall river j which emp- 
tied itfelf into the great river, about 
two leagues within the foreland of 
it, on the North fide ; as the river 
JVfedway runs into the Thames, 
•vrithirt^ the mouth of it, on thfe 
South fide$ only this was not f6 
far up. 

•- Here they ran in the floop im>4 
ciAediat^ly, and the next day we 
came thither alfo ; our boats hav- 
ing founded the whole breadth of 
the main river, arid found a very 
;ood channel^ half a league broad » 
laving from feventeen to four and 
twenty fathom water all the wayi 
and very good tiding. 

Here we found it abfolately ne- 
ceflary, to take every thing out of 
thfe brigahtine, to fearch her bot- 
tom; for her lyirtg oft fljore had 
ftrained her feaiiis^ and broke ond 
of h«r floor timbers ; and having 
haftds enough, otir men unloaded 
Jlfer in a very little time, and makin; 
it little dock for her, mended all th< 
. - C 2 damage 
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damage in about ten days time« 
But feeing her in fo good a condi« 
tion, and the place fo convenient, 
I refolved to have her whole hot* 
torn new calked and cleaned: that 
we made her as tight a^ fhe was 
when (he firft came off the ftocks« 

This I took for a good opportu** 
nity, to careen and clean our other 
Jfhips too : for we had done little to 
them fince we came from Mada- 
gafcar. We found our Madagaf- 
car fhip much worm-eaten in her 
fheathing, which we helped as .wejl 
as we could, by new nailing, and 
by taking out fome pieces of her 
fheathing, and putting new ones 
in. But as to our great (hip, ihe 
was fheathed with lead, and had 
received no damage at all; only 
that ihe was very foul, which we 
remedied by fcraping and cleaning, 
and new graving ner quite over. 

We were not all employed in this * 
work, and therefore we had leifiire 
to make the beil of our time, for 

the 
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the main work of new difcoveries. 
And now I refolved to leave it no 
more to under officers, as I had 
done before, viz. when I gave the 
command of the (hallop, that 
traded vsrith the king and queen, 
as above, to a midfhip-man, which 
I was very forry for, though the 
fellow did his bufinefs very well 
too; but I fay, I refolved not ta 
truft any one now, but myfelf. 

In the firft place, I tot)k the two. 
(hallops, and went crofs the mouth 
of the great river, to the South 
fhore, to fee what kind of a coun- 
try was to be found there. For, 
as to the North fide where we' 
were, we found it to be much the 
fame, with that part where we had 
been before; with this difference* 
only; whereas in the other place,, 
gold wait to be had in plenty, but 
here was none we could find ; nor 
did we perceive, that the people had 
any. 

I found the mouth of this river 

C 3 or 
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or inlet> to be about four leagues^ 
over, where I crofled it, which. 
Mfas about three leagues and a half 
within the inlet itfelf. But the 
weather being very calm, and the 
flood tide running (harp, we let 
our boat drive up in our crofliDg* 
about two leagues more; and we 
found the channel grew narrow fb 
faft, that where we came to land, 
it was not full a league over; that? 
about three leagues farther, we 
found it a mere river; not above 
a$ broad as the Thames at Black- 
wall. 

We found it a fteep fhore, and 
obferving a little creek very con- 
venient for our purpofe, we ra^n in" 
our boats among fome flag^ of 
ru flies,, and laid them as foft and* 
as fafe, as if they had been in a^ 
dock ; we went all on fhore imme«- : 
diatcly, except two men in each, 
boat, left tp guard our provifions,. ^ 

We had for arms, every man a.: 
mufquet, a piftol, and a cutlaft ;■* 

and 
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and in each boat we had fix half 
pikes to ufe, as we might have oc- 
cafion. We had alfo every man a- 
hatchet, hung in a Httle frog at his 
belt ; and in each boat a broad axe 
and a faw. 

We w^ere furniflicd with firings 
cf beads, bits of glafs, glafs rings,., 
ear-rings, pearl necklaces, and fuch 
like jewelry ware, innumnierable ; 
l)eiide$ knives, fcilfors/ needles^ 
pins, looking -- glaffcs, drinking-* 
gjia^s, and toys great plenty. 

; We were no fooner on fhore„ 
but we found people in abundance;; 
for there were two or three foiall 
towns within a little way of thei 
fbore; and I fuppofe, we might 
have the more people about us,, 
j^caufe,, as we underflood. after-r' 
wards-, they h^d feen us beforcj: 
^Qugh we had not feen them. 

We made figns to them,, by put- 
ting our lingers to our mouths, and 
moving our chops, as^ if we were 
tg^imgf. that we jvaated; grQvifipns i , 

,i - C 4 * and: 
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and we hung up a white flag for a 
truce. They prefently underftood 
the firft fignal, but knew nothing 
of the laft ; and as to provifions, 
juft as had been the cafe before, 
they brought us out roots and 
fruits, fuch as they eat themfelves; 
but fuch as we had never feen be- 
fore. Some of them, however, 
were very fweet and good, and 
when we boiled them they tafled 
much like an Englifh parfnip; and 
we gave them firings of beads, 
pieces of glafs, and fuch things as 
we remarked they were fond of. 

We found the people, as I ob- 
ferved of the other, very inoflfen- 
five and fincere ; not quarrelfome, 
nor treacherous, or mifchievous in 
the leaft. And we tDok care, not 
fo much as to let theuvji^now the 
ufe or manner of our fire-j4rms for a 
great while ; neither wafe there one 
piece fired all the time w4 were 
among the other people, where we 
had fo much gold; If there had»' 

It 
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it had been very probable,, that 
they would have fled the coun/try, 
in fpite of all the good ufage we^ 
could have been able to have ihewn 
them. 

The people- where we were now, 
ivere not fo rich in gold as thojEb 
where we were before, but we: 
found thenir much better ilored 
with provHions; for befides deer, 
of which they had great plenty and 
variety, for they had fomc of a forD 
which I had never feen before, and 
befides an infinite number of thofe 
rabbits I have nxentioned, whicb 
were as big as- our hares, and which* 
do not burrow in the ground as our 
rabbits^ daj they had alfo a kind 
of (heep, large, (like thofe of Peru,, 
where they are ufed to carry bur- 
thens f ) a^d very good. They have 
no wool nor horns, but are rather 
hairy like a goat ; nor fhould I call 
them (heepy but ^at their fiefh* 
cats' like mutton, and I know not 
what el& to call them<i The na.« 

C 5 tives 
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tivcs called them Huttafh; but' 
what breeds or from what part of 
the world, or whether peculiar to 
this divifion alone, I know not. 

However, their flefli was very 
agreeable, and they were fat and 
good ; and as the Indians were 
joiightily pleafed with the price we 
paid them, and the goods we paid 
them in, they brought us more of 
thefe Huttaflies than we knew what 
to do with 'y^ and as I can calculate 
the rate, I fuppofe we might have 
them for about eight pence, or 
ibmetimes not above fix pence coft 
each > for they would give us one 
very thankfully for a firing or twa 
of fmall beads, and think them^ 
fdves mighty well paid* 

If6und them fo plentiful, and* 
fa cafy to come at^ that in ihort I 
fent fifty of them alive,, tied neck 
and heels.^ in one of the (hallopSt 
back to our iliips, and ordered thera' 
to fend their long-boats over for 
more; ibr though it was fo little a« 
.-• > way 
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way over, we did not find they 
Mad any of them^ en< that fide the 
river. 

' We did. the Indians^ another piece 
of fervice^for if they ^ave us meat,^ 
wc taoght them tobe cooks; for 
we fhcwed them< how to roaft it- 
upon a ftick or fpit beforerthe fire;, 
whereas- they ate all their meat be- 
^£e» either ilewod in^ eardhen pot^ 
ever the fii^e, with herbs> fuch as 
we did not underfland,. ot throwm 
on burning fuel of green wood ; 
which alwaya^^ made it taAeand ftink^ 
ef the ihioak mofl intolerably. 

We had a great deal of oppor-' 
tunity now to canvcrfe- with the^ 
people on botbifides the river; and 
we found them to be not only dif- 
ferent nation^,, but of a differing^ 
%eech,. and differing cuftoms.: 
Thefe on rfie South fide, where I* 
now was, feemed to be the beft 
fumiflied with provifions> and to> 
live in the greateft plenty; But- 
tiiofb on the North fid^ appeared^ 
^ C 6. better 



6o. DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

better cloathcd, and a more civi- 
lized fort of people; and of the 
two feemed to have, in their coun-^ 
ten^nces, fomething more agree- 
able. 

However, as they were near 

neighbours, for the river only 

parted them, they were not very 

much unlike neither* That which 

jfeemed moil ilrange to me, was, 

that we found they had little know* 

ledge or communication ont with 

another. They had indeed fbme 

boats in the ^ river, but they were 

very fmall, and rather ferved to 

juft waft them over, or to fifli in 

them, than for any other ufe ; for 

wc found none that could carry 

above four men, and thofe very 

oddly made ; partly as a canoe, by 

hollowing a tree, and partly by 

(kins of beads, dried and duck oa 

in fuch a manner,, that they would 

paddle a^ong at a great rate with 

them, 

,^For want of ^underflandiing their 

language^ 
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language, I could come at no know* 
ledge of their religion or worfliip ; 
nor did I fee any idols among them, 
or any adoration paid to the furi or 
moon. But yet/ as a confirmation 
that all nations, however barba-' 
reus, have fome notion of a GOD, 
and fome awe of a Superior Power;* 
I obferved here, that in making a 
bargain with one of the principal 
men (fuch I perceived him to be 
by the refpeft the reft (hewed him) 
I fay, hcing making a bargain with 
him, as well as could be done be- 
tween two people who under ft ood 
not one word of what either faid^ 
be had made figns to bring me 
twelve (heep the next morning, 
for fome things that I was to de- 
liver him of mine, I am fure the 
goods were not all of them of va- 
lue fufficient to give me the leaft 
diftruft ; but when I gave him the 
goods without the fheep, being ^ 
I faid to truft him till the next 
day, he called two men to hrm, 

and 
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and pointing to the goods that T 
had put into his hands, he tell3> 
upon his fingers twelve; letting 
them knovvTy as I fuppofed,, that he 
was to give me twelve (heep the 
ijcxt day in return,, and fo far, it 
appeared, they were to be witneflca 
of the agreement. He then placed, 
his two hands, one upon each- 
breaft,, with the fingers turned up- 
towards his face, and holding them^ 
thus, he looked towards Heaven^ 
with his face turned upward alfo^ 
and with the utmoft gravity, feri— * 
oufnefs, and fblemnity in his coun- 
tenance,, that ever I faw in any 
man's face in my life,, he moved* 
his lips as in the action of fpeak- 
ing. When he had continued in^ 
this poflure about a quarter of a: 
minute, he took the two men, and: 
put them in the fame attitude, andi 
then, pointed to me, and next to^ 
himfelf ;. by which I underftood,, 
firft, that he folemnly fwore to me,, 
that . he would bring, the iheepji 

punftually. 
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punctually and faithfully to me» 
and then brought the two men to 
be bail or fecurity for the perform- 
ance ; that ist to fay, to oblige 
themfelves to perform it^ if he did 
not. 

Doubtlcfs, thofc people who have 
any notion of a God^ muft reprc- 
fcnt him to themfelves as fome- 
thing fuperior, and fomething that 
{ctSy and hears^ and knows what 
they fay or do. Whether thcfe 
people meant the fun or the moon,, 
or the ftars, or other vifiblo ob* 
jed, or whatever elfe> I do not 
pretend to determine, but it is cer- - 
tain they underftood it to be ibme-. 
thing to fwear by ; fomething that> 
could bear witnefs of their engage- 
ment, and that being called to wit* 
nefs it, would refent their breach 
of proniife if they made it- As to- 
thofe, whofe gods are monfters, 
and hideous (hapes, frightful ima-t 
ges, and terrible figures, the mo- 
tive of their adoration being that. 

of 
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of mere terror, they have certainly 
grofs ideas. Butthefe people (eem 
to adt upon a more folid founda?*^ 
tion, paying their reverence in a 
manner much more rational, and 
to fomething which it was much 
more reafonable to worfhip, as ap* 
peared in the folemnity of their 
countenances, and their behaviour 
in making a folemn promife. 

We found thofe people cloathed,, 
;enerally fpeaking, over their whole 
todies, their heads, arms, legs, and 
feet excepted ; but not fo agreeably 
as thofe we mentioned above; and 
we found that the clothing of thefe 
were generally made of the fkins^ 
of beafts, but very artfully put to- 
gether.; fo that though they had 
neither needle or thread, yet they 
bad the fame plant as I mentioned 
before, the ftalk of which would 
fo ftrongly tie like a thread, that 
they peeled it off thicker or finer 
as they had occafion, and made ufe 
of it abundance of ways to tie and 

twift,. 
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twifl^ and make their clothes with 
it» as well for their occafion^ as if 
ic had been woven in a loom« 

We found feveral of thefe peo- 
ple had little bits of gold about - 
them ; but when we made figns to 
them to know where they got it, 
and where it might be had; they 
made (igns to us, pointing to the 
country on the North fide of the 
river, fo that we had it feems fallen 
upon the right Gold Coaft in our 
firfl: coming : They pointed indeed 
likewife to fome very high moun-- 
tains, which we faw at a great dif*- 
tance South Weft, fo that it feems 
as if there was gold fotind that way 
alio; but it appeared the people 
here had not much of it for their 
ihare. 

The men here had bows and ar- 
rows, and they ufed them fo dex- 
teroufly, that a wild goofe flying 
over our heads, one of the Indians 
fhot it quite through with an ar- 
row. One of our men was fo pro- 
voked 



€6 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

voked to fee them, as it were, to 
out- do him, that fome time after, 
feeing a couple of ducks flying fair 
for a markf he prefented his piece, 
and (hot them both flying. 

I was very angry when I heard 
the gun, had I been there he had 
never got leave to fire : However, 
when it was done, I was pleafed, 
well enough to fee the effedt it had 
upon thefe poor innocent wclN 
meaning people ; at firft it frighted 
them to the Jaft degree, and I may 
truly fay, it frighted them out of 
their fenfes, for they that were ne^r 
it darted fo violently, that tney fell 
down, and lay fpeechlefs for fome 
time : Thofe that were farther oflf 
ran away, as if it had been fome 
new kind of lightning and thun* 
der, and came out of the earth in- 
ftead of out of the clouds : But- 
when they faw the two creatures, 
fall down dead from above, and. 
could fee nothing that flew upward 
to kill them, they were perfeftly: 

aftoniftied,. 
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aflonifliedy and laid their two hands 
on their breads, and looked up to 
heaven, as if they were faying their 
prayers, in the mofl: folemn man- 
ner imaginable. 

However, this accident gave them 
terrible ideas of us, and I was afraid 
at firft they would run all away^ 
from us through fear: I therefore 
ufed them after it, with all the 
kindnefs and tendernefs imagina- 
ble; gave them every day fome 
trifle or other^ which though of na- 
value to me, they were exceedingly 
fond of; and we afked notliing'of 
them in^ return but provifions, of 
which they had great plenty ,and gave 
us enough every day to fatisfy us : 
As for drink, they had none of the 
mil"ky liquor which we had on the 
other part of the country ; but 
they had a root which they fteeped 
in water, and made it tafte hot, as 
if pepper had been in it, which 
made it fo ftrong, that though it - 
would not make our men dcunk^ 

it 
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it was worfe, for it made them 
nearly mad, 

• I was lb pleafed with thefe people, 
that I .came over to them'every other 
day, and fome of our men lay on 
flttoie,^ under a fail pitched for a 
tent ; and they were fo fafe, that at 
laft they kept no watch, for the 
poor people neither thought any 
harm, or did any; and we never 
gave them the Icaft occafion to ap- 
prehend any thing from us, at leaf)*, 
not till our men fired the gun, and 
that only let them know we weic 
able to hurt them, without, giving 
them the Icaft fufpicion that we in- 
tended it ; on the contrary, one of 
our men played an odd prank with 
a child, and fully fatisfied them that 
we Would do them no harm* This 
man having feen one of their chil- 
dren, a little laughing fpeechlefs 
creature, of about two years old ; 
the mother having gone from it a 
little way, on fome particular oc- 
cafion, the fellow took it and led 

it' 
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it home to the tent» and kept it 
there all night. 

The next morning, he drefTed 
it up with beads and jewels won* 
derous fine, a necklace about its 
neck, and bracelets of beads about 
its wrifts, and feveral firings of beads 
wrapped up and tied in its hair, 
having fed it and laid it to fleep, 
and made much of it. 

In this figure, he carried it up 
in his arms to the Indian's hut 
where he had found it, and where 
there had been a lamentable out- 
cry for the child all the night, the 
mother crying and raifing her neigh<* 
bours, and in a moll ftrange con- 
cern* . . 

But when fome of the women, her 
neighbours, faw the child brought 
back, ther£ was a contrary extreme of 
joy; and the mother of it being 
fetched, (he fell a jumping and 
dancing to fee her child, but alfo 
making fo many odd geftures, as 
that our men could not well know 

for. 
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for a while, whether (he was pleafed 
or not : The reafon it feems, wasi 
'ihe did not know whether to hope 
cr fear, for (he did not know whe* 
ther the nwin would give back her 
child or take it away again. 

But when the man who had the 
child in his arms, had been told 
l)y iigns, that this was the mother^ 
he beckoned to have her come to 
him, and (he came, but trembling 
for fear. Then he took the child^ 
and kiffing it two or three time$, 
gave it her into her arms* But it 
is impoflible to exprefs by wordsj 
4he agony the poor woman was in j 
ihe took the child, and holding it 
in her arms, fixed her eyes upon il 
without motion, or as it were, 
without life for a good while ; thefl 
(he took it and embraced it in tb* 
moft paflionate manner iinaginabie : 
When this was over, (he fell a cry* 
ing fo vehemently, till (he fobbed i 
and all this while fpoke not ond 
word : When the crying had giveri 

fufficient 
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Sufficient vent to her paffion, then 
ihe fell a dancing and making a 
iirange odd noife^ that cannot be 
defcribcd, and at laft, (he left the 
child and came back to the place 
where our men were, and to the 
man that brought her child,, and as 
fodn as fhe came op to him, fhe fell 
Hat on the ground, as I have def^ 
bribed above, the queen and her 
women did, and up again imme^ 
diately ; and thus fhe did three 
times, which it feems, was her 
acknowledgement to him for bring* 
ing it back. 

The next day, for her gratitude 
did not end here, (he came down 
^fb our tent, and brought with her 
two (heep with a gfeat back bur- 
then of roots of the kind, which 
I faid, the • natives fteep in the 
water j and feveral fruits of the 
country, as much as two men who 
came with her could carry ^ and 
thefe (he gave all to the man who 
had brought back her child. Our 

men 
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men were fo moved, at the affeAi- 
onate carriage of this poor woman 
to her infant 9 that they told me it 
brought tears from their eyes. 

The man who received the prc- 
fent, took the woman and drefled 
her up aimed as fine as he had 
done the child^ and fhe went home' 
like a kind of a queen among them. 

We obferved while we ftjtyed here, 
that this was a mod incomparable 
foil, that the earth was a fat loomy 
mould, that the herbage was ilrong^ 
that the grafs in fome places was 
very flouriftiing and good, being as 
high as our mid-thigh ; and that 
the air was neither very hot, nor as 
we believed very cold. We madi^ 
an experiment of the fruitfulnefs 
of the foil, for we took fome white 
peafe, and digging the ground up 
with a fpade, we fowed fome, and 
before we went away, we faw them 
come out of the ground again^ which 
was in about nine days. 

Wc 
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We made figns to the people, 
that they (hould let them grow, 
and that if they gathered them, 
they were good to eat : We alfo 
fowed fome Englirti wheat, and let 
them know, as well as we could, 
what the ufe of them both was. But 
H make no doubt, but they have been 
better acquainted with both by this' 
time, by an occafion which fol- 
lowed. 

' Our men were fo fond of this 
place, and fo pleafed with the tem- 
per of the people, the fruitfulnefs 
of the foil, and agreeablenefs of 
the climate; that about twenty of 
them offered me, if I would give 
them my word to come again, or 
fend to them to relieve and fupply 
them with neceffaries, they would 
go on fliore and begin a colony, 
and live all their days there. Nay, 
after this, their number came up 
to three and thirty ; or they offer- 
ed, that if I would give them the 
floop, and leave them a quantity of 

• Vol. II. D goods. 
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goods, cfpecially of fuch toys as 
they knew would oblige the peo- 
ple to Life them well, they would 
ilay at all hazards, not doubting, as 
they told me, but they fliould come 
to England again at laft, wi.h the 
floop full of gold. 

I was not very willing to encou- 
rage either of thefe propofals, bc- 
caufe, as I told them, 1 might per- 
haps find a place as fit to fettle a 
colony in before we came home, 
which was not at fuch an exceffive 
diftance from England, fo that it 
was fcarce pofllible evtr to relieve 
them. This fatisfied them pretty 
well, and they were content to give 
over the project; and yet, at laft, 
which was more prepofterous than 
all the reft, five of our men and a 
boy ran away from us and went on 
fbore, and what fort of life they 
led, or how they managed, we 
could not tell, for they were too 
far off us lo enquire after them 
again : They took a fmall yaul with 

them^ 
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them, and it feems had furniflicd 
themfelves privately with fonie nc- 
ceffary things, efpecially tools, a 
grind-ftone, a barrel of powder, 
fome peafe, fome wheat, and fome 
barley; fo that it feems, they arc 
refolved to plant there, I confefsr 
I pitied them, and when I had 
- fearched for them, and could not 
find them, I caufed a letter to be 
written to them, and fixed it upon. 
a poft^ at the place where our (hip 
careened ; and another letter on the 
South fide, to tell them that in fuch^ 
a certain place, I had left other 
neceffaries for them, which I did, 
made up in a large cafe of boards 
or planks, and covered with boards 
like a (bed. 

Here I left them hammocks 
for lodging; all forts of tools for 
i building them a houfe, fpades, {ho- 
vels, pick-axes, an axe, and two faws ; 
with clothes, (hoes, (lockings, hats, 
ftiirts ; and in a word, every thing 
that I could think of for their ufe ; 

D 2 and 
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and a large box of toys, beads, 
&c. to invite the natives to trade 
with them. 

One of our men whom they had 
made privy to their defign, but made 
him promife not to reveal it until 
they were gone, had told them,. 
that he would perfuade me if he 
could, to leave them ^ farther fup- 
ply; and bade them come to the 
place after the fhips were gone; 
and that they (hould find diredlions 
left for them on a piece of a board, 
4|^r a letter from him fet up upon a 
poft. Thus they were well fur- 
nifhed with all things for immedi- 
ate living. 

I make no doubt, but they came 
to find thefe things, and fince they 
had a mind to make trial of a wild 
retired life, they might fliift very 
well. Nor would they want any 
thing but Englifli women, to raife 
a new nation of Englifli people, 
in a part of the world, that belpngs 
neither to Europe, Alia, Africa, or 

America. 
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America. I alfo left them every 
man another gun, a cutlafs, and a 
horn for powder; and I left two 
barrels of fine powder, and two 
pigs of lead for fhot, in another 
<^ft by itfelf. 

^i doubt not, but the natives will 
beftow wives upon them, but what 
fort of a pofterity they will make, 
I cannot forefee ; for I do not find 
by enquiry, that the fellows had 
any great ftore of knowledge or 
religion in them, being all Mada- 
gafcar men, as we called them^ 
that is to fay, pirates and rogues; 
£0 that for aught I know, there 
may be a generation of Englilh 
heathens in an age or two more ; 
though I left them five bibles, and 
fix or feven prayer books, and good 
books of feveral forts, that they 
might not want inftrudtion, if they 
thought fit to make ufe of it fot 
themfelves or their progeny. 

It is true, this is a country that 
h moft remote from us, of any in 

D 7 the 
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the yet difcovered vorld, and con- 
fequently, it would be fuggefted as 
unprofitable to our commerce; but 
I have fomething to dledge in its 
defence, which will prove it to be 
infinitely more advantageous . to 
England, than any of our Eaft'fii- 
dia trade can be, or than can be 
pretended for it. The reafon is 
plain in a few words : Our Eaft In*. 
dia trade is all carried on^' or moft 
part of it, by an exportation of 
bullion in fpecie ; and a return of 
foreign manufadlures or produce; 
and moft of thefe manufadtures alio, 
either trifling and unneceffary ia 
themfelves ; or fuch as are injuri- 
ous to our own manufadtures. The 
folid goods brought from India, 
which may be faid to be necef- 
fary to us, and worth fending our 
money for, arc but few 5 for ex- 
ample, 

I. The returns, which I reckon 
trifling and unneceflTary, arc fuch as 

China 
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China ware, coffee, tea, japan work* 
pidtures, fans, fkreens, &c. 

II. The returns that are injurious 
to our manufactures, or growth of 
our own country, are printed cal- 
licoes, chintz, wrought filks, fluffs 
of herba and barks, block tin, fu- 
gar, cotton, arrack, copper, and 
indico. 

III. The neceffary or ufeful things 
arc pepper, fait petre, dying woods 
and dying earths, drugs, lacks, 
fuch as fhel-lack, flick lack, &c. 
^diamonds^ fome pearl, and raw filk. 

For all thefe we carry nothing or 
▼cry little but money; the innu- 
merable nations of the Indies, Chi- 
na, &c. dcfpifing our manufactures, 
and filling us with their own. 

On the contrary, the people in the 
Southern unknown countries, being 
firfl of all very numerous, and liv- 
ing in a temperate climate^ which 
requires clothing, and having no 

D 4 maSu- 
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manufad:ures> or materials for ma- 
iiufadures of their own, would con- 
. fequently take off a very great quan- 
tity of Englifli woollen. manufac- 
tures, efpecially when civilized by 
our dwelling among them, and 
taught the manner of clothing 
themfelves for their eafe and con- 
venience; and in return for thefc 
manufactures, it is evident we {hould 
have gold in fpecie, and perhaps 
fpices ; the beil merchandife and 
return in the world. 

I need fay no- more to excite ad- 
venturous heads to fearch out a 
country, by which fuch an im- 
provement might be made, and 
which would be fuch an increafc 
of, or addition to the wealth and 
commerce of our country. 

Nor can it be objedled here, that 
this nook of the country may not 
eafily be found by any one but by 
us, who have been there before, 
and perhaps not by us again ex«- 
adlly ; for not to ejiter into our jour- 
nal 
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Jial of obfervations for their direc- 
tion, I lay it down as a foundation^ 
that whoever failing over the South 
Seas, keeps a ftated diftance fron> 
the tropick to the latitude of fifty^ 
fix to fixty degrees, and fteers Eaft- 
ward towards the ftraits of Magel- 
lan, (hall never fail to difcover new 
worlds, new nations, and new inex- 
hauflible funds of wealth and com- 
merce, fuch as never were yet know» 
to the merchants of Europe. 

This is the true ocean called the' 
South Sea ; that part which we cor- 
ruptly call fo, can be fo in no geo- 
graphical account, or by any rule 
but by the mere impofition of cuf- 
tom, it being only originally called 
fo, becaufe they that failed to it,, 
were obliged to go round thefouth- 
crnmoft part of America to come 
into it ; whereas it ought indeed to 
be called the Weft Sea, as it lies 
on the Weft fide of America, and 
wafties the Weftern ftiore of that 
g]:eat continent for near eight thoa- 

D 5 iaud 
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fand miles in length ; to wit, from 
fifty- fix degrees South of the line, 
to feventy degrees North; and how 
much farther, we know not : on 
this account, I think it ought to 
be (palled the American Ocean, ra- 
ther than with fuch impropriety 
the South Sea. 

But this part of the world where 
we were, may rightly be called the 
SoutJb Sea, by way of diftindion, 
as it extends from India, round the 
globe, to India again ; and lies all 
South of the line (even for aught 
we know) to the very South pole, 
and which, except fome interpofi- 
tion of land, whether iflands or con- 
tinent, really furrounds the South 
pole. 

We were now in the very center 
or middle of this South Sea, being, 
as I have faid, in the latitude of 
thirty-four degrees twenty minutes^ 
but having had fuch good fucccfs 
in our enquiry, or fearch after new 
continents, I refolved to fteer to the 

South 



ROUND THE WORLD. fj 

South and South Eafl:, as far as till 
wc (hould be interrupted by land 
or ice, determining to fearch this 
unknown part of the globe, as far 
as Nature would permit^ that I 
jfnight be able to give fome account 
to my employers, and fome light to 
other people that might come that 
^ay, whether by accident or by dc- 
fign. 

We had fpent fix and twenty days 
in this place, as well in repairing 
our brigantine and careening^ and 
triming our (hip j we had not been 
£o long, but that we did not refolve 
to careen our (hips, till we had 
ipent ten days about the brigan- 
tine, and then we found more work 
to do to the (heathing of the Ma- 
dagafcar fhip than we expedtcd. 

We ftored ourfelves here with 
frefti provifions and water, but got 
nothing that we could properly call 
a ftore, except the flefli of about 
thirty deer, which we dryed in the 
fun, and which proved indifiercnt!/ 

D 6 good 
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good afterward^ but not extraordir 
aary. 

We failed again the fix and twen* 
tieth day after we came in, having 
a fair wind at North and North 
^North Weft, and a frefli gale, which 
held us five days without intermif- 
fion ; in which time, running away 
South and South South Eaft, we 
reached the former latitude, where 
we had been; and meeting with 
nothing remarkable, we fleered a 
little farther to the Eaftward ; but 
keeping a Southerly courfe ftill, till 
we came into the latitude of forty- 
one, and then going due EafI, with 
the wind at North and by Wefl^ 
we reckoned our meridian diftance 
from the Ladrones, to be fifty de- 
grees and a half. 
. In all this run we faw bo land^ 
ib we hailed two points more fouth-^ 
erly, and went on for fix or feven- 
days more ; when one of our men 
on the round top, cryed Land ! It 
was a clear fine m^orning, and the, 

land 
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land he efpyed being very high, it 
was found to be fixteen leagues dif- 
tance; and the wind flackening, we 
could not get in that night, To we 
lay by till morning ; when being 
fair with the land, we hoiftcd our 
boat to go and found the fhore, as 
ufual. The men rowed in clofc 
with the fhore, and found a little 
cove, where there was good riding, 
but very deep water, being no lefs 
than fixty fathoms within cable's 
length of the ftiore. 

We went in however, and after 
we were moored, fcnt our boat on 
fhore to look for water, and what 
elfe. the country afforded. Our men 
found water, and a good fort of 
country, but faw no inhabitants ; 
and upon coafting a little both ways 
on the fhore, they found it to be 
an i Hand, and without people; but 
faid, that about three leagues off to 
the Southward, there feemed to be 
a Terra Firma, or continent of 

land $ 
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land ; where, - it was more likclfr 
we {hould make fome difcovery. 

The next day we filled water a- 
gain, and (hot fome ducks^ and the 
day after weighed, and flood over 
for the main, as we thought it to 
be ; here ufing the fame cautioii a» 
we always had done, viz. of foundl- 
ing the coaft, we found a bold ihore 
and very good anchor hold, in fix 
and twenty to thirty fiathoms. 

When we came on fhorc, we 
found people, but of a quite dif- 
ferent condition from thofe we had 
met with before, being wild, furi- 
ous, and untradtable ; furprized at 
the fight of us, but not intimida- 
ted; preparing for battle, not for 
trade; and no fooner were we on 
fhore but they faluted us with their 
bows and arrows. We made fig- 
nals of truce to them, but they did 
not underfland us ; and we knew 
not what to offer them more, but 
the muzzles of our mufquets ; for 
Mrc were refolved to fee what fort 

of 
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of folks they were, either by fair 
means or foul. 

The firft time, therefore, that 
they fhot at our men with their 
bows and arrows, we returned the 
ialute with our mufquet-ball, and 
killed two of their foremoft archers. 
We could eafily perceive that the 
noife of our pieces terrified them ; 
and the two men being killed, they 
knew not how, or with what, per* 
fcdlly aftoniftied them ; fo that they 
ran, as it were, clean out of the 
country; that is to fay, clean out 
of our reach, for we could never fet 
our eyes upon any of them after it. 
We coafled this place alfo, accord- 
ing to our ufual cuftoms ; and to 
our great furprize, found it was an 
ifland too, though a large one ; and 
that the main land lay ftill more to 
the Southward, about fix leagues 
diftance ; fo we refolved to look out 
farther, and accordingly fet fail the 
next day, and anchored under the 
ihore of this laft land, which 

we 
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we were perfuaded was really the 
main 

We went on fhore here peacea- 
bly, for we neither faw any people, 
or the appearance of any; but a 
charming pleafant valley, of about 
ten or eleven miles long, and five 
or fix miles broad -, and then it was 
furrounded with mountains, which 
reached the full length ; running 
parallel with the valley, and clofing^ 
it in to the fea at both ends ; £o 
that it was a natural 'park;' havings 
the fea on the North fide, and the 
mountains in a femi-circle round 
all the reft of it, Thefe hills were 
fo high, and the ways fo untrod 
and lo fteep, that our men, who* 
were curious enough to have climb- 
ed up to the top cf them, could 
find no way that was practicable to 
get up J and after two or three at- 
tempts gave it over. 

In this vale we found abundance 
of deer, and abundance of the fame 
kind of fheep which I mentioned 

lately^ 
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lately. We killed as many of both 
as we had occafion for ; and finding 
nothing here worth our flaying 
any longer for, except that we faw 
fomething like wild rice growing 
here, we weighed after three days, 
and flood away flill to the South. 

We had not failed above two 
days with little wind, and an eafy 
fail, but we perceived this alfo was 
an ifland, though it mufl be a large 
one ; for by our account, we failed 
near a hundred and fifty miles a* 
long the fliore of it ; and we found 
the South part, a flat pleafant coun- 
try enough ; and our men faid they 
faw people upon it, on the Soutlx 
fide; but we went not on fhore 
there any more. 

Steering due South from hence 
in quefl of the main land, we went 
on eleven days more, and faw no- 
thing fignificant ; and upon a fair 
obfervation, I found we were in the 
latitude of feven and forty degrees 
and eight minutes South; then I 

altered 
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altered my courfe a little to the 
Eaftward, finding no land, and the 
weather very cold, and going on 
with a frelh gale at ^outh South 
Weft for four days, we made land 
again ; but it was now to the Eaft 
North Eaft, fo that we were got- 
ten, as we may fay, beyond it. 

We fell in with this land in the 
evening, fo that it was not perceiv- 
ed till we were within half a league 
of it, which very tnuch alarmed 
us ; the land being low, and hav- 
ing found our error, we brought 
too, and ftood off and on till morn- 
ing, when we faw the {hore*lie, as 
it were, under our larboard-bow, 
within a mile and a quarter dif« 
tance; the land low, but the fea 
deep and foft ground. We came 
to an anchor immediately, and fent 
our (hallops to found the ftiore, 
and the men found very good riding 
in a little bay, under the flielter of 
two points of land, one of which 
made a kind of hook, under which 

we 
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we lay fecure from all winds that 
could blow, in fevcntecn fathoms 
good ground. Here wc had a good 
obfervation, and found ourfelves 
in the latitude of fifty degrees 
twenty-one minutes. Our next 
work was to find water, and our 
boats going on fhore, found plenty 
of good water, and fome cattle ; 
but told us they could give no ac* 
count what the cattle were, or 
what they were like. In fearching 
the coaft, we foon found this was 
an ifland alfo, about eleven leagues 
in length from North Weft to South 
Eaft, what breadth we could not 
tell. Our men alfo, faw fome figns 
of inhabitants ; the next day fix 
men appeared at a diftance, but 
would take notice of no fignals, 
and fled as foon as our men ad* 
Tanced. Our people went up to 
the place where they lay, and found 
they had made a fire of fome dry 
wood ; that they had laid there, as 
they fuppofcd all night, though 

without 
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without covering. They found 
two pieces of old ragged fkins of 
deer, which looked as if worn out 
by fome that had ufed them for 
cloathing, and one piece of a fkin 
of fome other creature which had 
been rolled up into a cap for the 
head; alfo, a couple of arrows of 
about four feet long, very thick^ 
and made of a hard and heavy 
wood ; fo they muft have very 
large and ftrong bows to* fhoot fuch 
arrows, and confequently muft be 
men of an uncommon ftrength. 

Our men wandered about the 
country three or four days, with 
lefs caution than the nature of their 
fituation required ; for they were 
not among a people of an innocent 
inoffenfive temper here, as before^ 
but among a wild, untra<5table na- 
tion, that perhaps had never feen 
creatures in their own likenefs be- 
fore, and had no thought of them- 
felves but of being killed and dc- 
ftroycd, and confequently had no 

thought 
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thought of thofe they had feen but 
as of enemies, whom they muft 
cither deftroy, if they were able, or 
efcapc from them if they were not. 
However, we got no harm, neither 
would the natives ever appear, to . 
accept any kindneffes from us. 

We had no bufinefs here, after 
we found what fort of people they 
were who inhabited this place : fo, 
as foon as we had taken in frefti • 
water, and catched fome fifh, of 
which we found good ftore,. in the 
bay or harbour where we rode, we 
prepared to be gone. — Here we 
Found the firft oyfterS that we faw 
any where in the South Seas ; and 
as our men found them but the day 
before we were to fail, they made 
great intreaty to me, to let them 
jftay one day to get a quantity on 
board, they being very refrefliing, 
as well as nourifhing to our men. 

But I was more eafily prevailed 
with to flay, when Captain Mer- 
lotte brought me out 01 one oyfter 

that 



94* DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

that he happened to open, a true 
Oriental pearl, fo large and fo fine, 
that I fold it, fince my return, for 
three and fifty pounds. 

After taking this oyfter, I order- 
ed all our boats out a dredging ; and 
in two days time fo great a quan- 
tity there was, that our men had 
taken above fifty bufliels, moft of 
them very large. But we were fur- 
prized and difappointed, when, at 
the opening all thofe. oyfters, we 
found not one pearl, fmall or great, 
of any kind whatever ; fo we con- 
eluded, that the other was a lucky 
hit only, and that perhaps there 
might not be any more of that kind 
in thefe feas. 

While we were mufing on the 
oddnefs of this accident, the boat* 
fwain of the Madagafcar fhip, whofe 
boat's crew had brought in the great 
oyfter in which the pearl w^as found, 
and who had been examining the 
matter, came and told me, that it 
was true that their boat had brought 

in 
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in the oyfter, and that it was before 
they went out a dredging in the of- 
fing, but that their boat took thefc 
oyfters on the Weft fide of the if- 
land, where they had been flioar- 
ing, as they called it ; that is to 
fay, coafting along the (hore, to fee 
if they could find any thing worth 
their labour i but that afterwards 
the boats went a dredging in the 
mouth of the bay where we rode^ 
and where finding good ftore of 
oyfters, they had gone no farther. 

Upon this intelligence we order- 
ed all hands to dredging again, on 
the Weft fide of the ifiand. This 
was in a narrow channel, between 
this ifland and a little clufter of 
iflands, which we found together 
extended Weft ; the channel where 
our men fiflied might be about a 
league over, fomething better, and 
the water about fiv.e to feven fa- 
thom deep. 

They came home well tired, and 
ill plcafed, having taken nothing 

near 
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near fo many oyftcrs as before. But 
I was much better plealed, when 
in opening them, we foaad a hun- 
dred and fifty eight pearls, of the 
moft perfed: colour, and of extra- 
ordinary iliape and lize ; bcfidcs 
double the number of a Isfs lize, 
and irregular flupe. 

This quickened oar diligence, 
and encouraged our men ; for I 
promifed the men two pieces of 
eight to each man above his pay, if 
I got any confiderable quantity of 
pearl. Upon this they fpread theni- 
felves among the iflands, and fiihed 
for a whole week ; and I got fuch 
a quantity of pearl, as made it very 
well worth our while ; and befides 
that, I had reafon to believe, the 
men, at leaft the officers who went 
with them, concealed a confiderable 
quantity among themfelves \ which, 
however, 1 did net think fit to en- 
quire very ftridtly after at that time. 

Had we been nearer home, and 
not at fo very great an expence as 

three 
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iSiree fhips^ and To many men at 
victuals and wages ; or had we been 
where we might have left one of 
"Qur veiTels to filh^ and have come 
to them again, we would not have 
given it over while there had been 
^n oyfter left in the fca ; or at Ipaft, 
that we could come at : But as 
things ftood^ I refolved to give it 
over, and put to fea. 

But when I was juft giving or- 
ders. Captain Merlotte came to me 
and told me, that all the ofiicers in 
the three fhips had joined together 
to make an humble petition to me ^ 
which was, that I would give them 
CMie day to ii(h for themfelves ; that 
the men had promifed, that if I 
would confent, they would work 
for them gratis ; and like wife, if 
they gained any thing confiderable^ 
they would account for as much 
out of their wages, as (hould de- 
fray the (hips expence, viftuals and 
wages, for the day. 

This was fo fniall a rdqueft, that 
Vol. 1L E I readily 
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I readily confcnted to it ; and toW- 
them, I would give them three 
days, provided they were willing 
to give the men a largefs, as I had 
done, in proportion to their gain. 
This they agreed to, and to work 
they went j but. whether it was that 
the fellows worked with a better 
will, or that the officej« gave them 
more liquor, or that they found a 
new bank of oyfters, which had 
not been found out before ; but fo 
it was, that the officers got as ma- 
ny pearls, and fome of extraordi- 
nary fize and beauty, as they after- 
wards fold when they came to Pe- 
ru, for three thoufand two hundred 
and feventeen pieces of eight. 

When they had done this, I told 
them it was hut right, that as they 
had made fo good a purchafe for 
themfelves By the labour of the 
men, the men (hould have the con- 
lideration which I had propofed to 
them. But now I would make a- 
aother condition with them, that ' 
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we would ftay three days more, and 
whatever was caught in thefe three 
days, (hould be fharcd among the 
men at the firft port we came at> 
where they could be fold ; that the 
men who had now been out fo 
long, might have fomething to buy 
clothes and liquors, without anti- 
cipating their wages : But then I 
made a condition with the men too, 
viz. that whatever was taken, they 
/hould depofit it in my hands, and 
with the joint truft of three men 
of their own choofing, one out of 
each fhip, and that we would fell 
che pearl, and I fhould divide the 
money araang them equally, that 
fo there might be no quarrelling or 
difcontent, and that none of them 
fhould play any part of it away: 
TThefe engagements they all came 
willingly into, and away they 
went a dredging, relieving one an- 
other punctually : fo that in the 
whole three days, every man work- 

E 2 ed 
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cd an equal fliare of hours with the 
reft. 

But the poor men had not fo 
good luck for themfclves, as they 
had for their officers. However, 
they got a confiderable quantity, 
and fome very fine ones ; among 
the reft they had two, in the exa<^ ' 
fhape of a pear, and very exactly • 
matched ; and thefe they would 
needs make me a prefent of, be- 
caufe I had been fo kind to them, 
to make the propofal for them: 
I would have paid for them two 
hundred pieces of eight, but One 
and all^ they would not be paid; 
and would certainly havo»been very 
much troubled, if I had not ac- 
cepted of them ; and yet the fuc- 
cels of the men was not fo fmall, 
but joined' with the two pieces of* 
eight a man, which I allowed them 
on the {hips account, and the like 
dlowance the officers made them, 
and the produce of their own pur- . 
cbaJfe they divided afterwards, a- . 

bout 
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bout fifteen pieces of eight a mar>, 
'which was a great encouragement 
to them. 

Thus wc fpent in the whole, 
near three weeks here, and called 
thefe the Pearl Iflands, though wc 
had given no names to any of the 
places before. We were the more 
furprized with this unexpedted boo- 
ty, becaufe we all thought it very 
unufual to find pearl of fo excel- 
lent a kind in fuch a latitude as 
that of forty-nine to fifty ; but it 
feems there are riches yet unknown 
in thofe parts of the world, where 
they have never been yet cxpedled ; 
and I have been told, by thofe who 
pretend to give a reafon for it, that 
if there was any land diredtly 
under the poles, either South or 
North, there would be found gold 
of a finenefs more than double to 
any that was ever yet found in the 
world : And this is the reafon they 
fay, why the magnetick influence 
directs to the poles^ that being the 

E 3 center 
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center of the moft pure metals ; and 
why the needle touched with«the 
load-ftone or magnet, always points 
to the North or bouth pole. But I 
do not recommend this as a cer- 
tainty, becaufe it is evident, no de- 
monstration could ever be arrived 
at, nor could any creature reach to 
that particular fpot of land under 
the pole, if fuch there fhould be, 
thofe lands being furrounded with 
mountains of fnow, and frozen 
feas which never thaw, and are ut- 
terly impaflible, either for fhips or 
men. 

But to return to our voyage^ 
having thus^ fpent as I have faid, 
three weeks on this unexpedted ex- 
pedition ; we fet fail, and as I was 
almoft fatisfied with the difcoveries 
we had made, I was for bending 
my courfe due Eaft, and fo direftly 
for the fouth part of America ; but 
the vv^inds now blowing frefh from 
the North Weft, and good weather,, 
I took the occaHoQ as a favourable 

fummons. 
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fummons, to keep ftill on Southing 
as well as Eaft, till we came into 
the latitudci^of fifty-fix ; when our 
men who had been all along, a 
warm weather voyage, began to be 
pinched very much with the cold, 
and particularly complained, that 
they had not clothes fufficient for 
it. 

But they" were brought to be con- 
tent by force ; for the wind con- 
tinuing at North and North North 
Weft, and blowing very hard, we 
were obliged to keep on our courfe 
farther South indeed, than I ever 
intended ; and one of the men fwore 
we fhould be driven to the South 
pole ; indeed we rather ran afore it, 
than kept our courfe ; and in this 
run, we fuiFered the extrjmeft 
coH, though a Northerly wiriS in 
thofe latitudes is the warm wind, 
as a Southerly is here; but it was^ 
attended with rain and fnow, and 
both freezing violently. At length 
one of oiu: men cried out land, and 

fir 4 our 
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.our men began to rejoice ; but I 
was quite of a differing opinion, 
and my fears were but^o juft 5 for 
as foon as ever he cried land^ and 
that I aiked him in what quarter^^ 
and he anfvvered due South which 
was ahnoft right a- head, I gave or- 
ders to wear the (hip, and put her 
about immediately; not doubting^ 
but Inftead of land, I fhould find it 
a mountain of ice, and fo it was 1 
and it was happy for us that we 
had a ftout (hip under us, for it 
blew a fret of wind. However, 
the (hip came very well about, 
though when fhe filled again, wc 
found the ice not half a league dif- 
tance under our flern. 

As I happened to be the head- 
mofWhip, I fired two guns to give 
notice to our other vefTels, for that 
was our fignal to come about, but 
that which was very uneafy to me, 
the weather was hazy, and they 
were both out of fight; which was 
the firfl time that we lofl one ano- 
ther 
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ther in thojfe feas : However, being: 
both to windward, and within hear* 
ing of my guns, they took the 
warningi^ and came about with 
more leifure^ and le£s hazard thai) 
J had done. 

I flood away now to the Eaftward,. 
firing guns continually, that they 
might knovf which way to follow ^ 
and they anfwered me duly, to kt 
me know that they heard me. 

It was our good fortune alfo, that 
-it wa& day when we were fo near 
junning into this danger.^ In the 
afternoon the wind abated, and th« 
weather cleared up : We thea cal- 
led a council, and rciblved to go* 
no farther South being th^n in the 
latitude of fixty-feven South, which 
I fuppofe, is the fartheft Southera 
latitude that any European fliip ever 
iaw in thofe feas^ 

That night it froze extremely 
hard, and the wind veering to the 
South Weft it was the fevereft cold 
that ever I felt in my life 5 a barrel 

E 5 W 
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or calk of water, which flood on 
the deck, froze intirely in one 
night, into one lump, and our 
cooper, knocking off tlie hoops 
from the cafk, took it to pieces-, 
and the barrel of ice flood by itfelf, 
in the true fhape of the vefTel it had 
been in. This wind was however 
favourable to our deliverMice, for 
we flood away now North Eafl 
and North Eafl by North making 
frefh way with a fair wind. 

We made no more land> till wc 
came into the latitude of fixty-two, 
when we faw fome iflands at a great 
diflance, on both fides of us ; wc 
believed them tb be iflands, becaufe 
we faw many of them, with large 
openings between. But we were 
all fo willing to get into a warmer 
climate, that we did not incline to 
put in any where, till having run 
thus fifteen days, and the wind flill 
holding Southerly with fmall alte- 
ration and clear weather, we could 
^fily perceive the climate to change, 

and 
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and the weather grow milder. And 
here taking an obfervation, I found 
we were in the latitude of fifty and 
a half, and that our meridian diA 
tance from the Ladrones Weft, was 
cighty-feven degrees, being almoft 
one femi- diameter of the globe, fo 
that we could not be far from the 
coaft of America, which was my 
next defign, and indeed, the chief 
defign of the whok voyage. 

On this expectation, I changed 
my courfe a little, and went away 
North by Eaft till by an obferva- 
tion, I found myfelf in forty-feven 
degrees feven minutes, and then 
ftanding away Eaft, for about eleven 
days more, we made the tops of 
the Andes the great mountains of 
Chili in South America to our great 
joy and fatisfad:ion, though at a 
very great diftance. 

We found our diftance from the 
£hore, not lefs than twenty leagues, 
the mountiains being fo very high; 
and our next bufinefs was to con* 

E 6 ficer^ 
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fider, what part of the Andes it 
muft be, and to what port wc 
Ihould dire<S ourfelves firft. Upon 
the whole, we found we were too 
much to the South ft ill, and re- 
folved to make diredtly for the river 
or port of Valdivia, or Baldivia, as 
it is fometimes called, in the lati- 
tude of forty degrees ; fo we flood 
away to the North. The next day 
this pacifick quiet fea^ as it is 
termed, fhewed us a very frowning 
rough countenance,, and proved the 
very extreme of a contrary difpo- 
fition. For it blew a ftornx of 
wind at Eaft by South, and drove 
us ofFthe.coaft again, but it abated 
again for a day or two ; and then 
for fix days together, it blew ex- 
ceflive hard, almoft all at Eaft; fo 
that I found no poflibility of get- 
ting into the fhore: And befidesi^ 
I found that the winds came off 
that mountainous country in fquals^; 
and that the nearer we came to the 
lulls, the gufts were the more vio/- 

lent ; 
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lent : So I refolved to run for the 
iQand of Juan Fernandes to refrefh 
.ourfelves there until the weather 
was fettled; and befides we wanted 
frefti water very much. 

The little that the wind flood 
Southerly helped me in this run, 
and we came in five days more fair 
with the ifland, to our great joy, 
and brought all our fbips to an 
anchor a$ near the watering place 
as is ufual, where we rode cafyi, 
though the wind continued to 
blow very hard ; and befng, I fay, 
now about the middle of our voy- 
age, I fhall break off my account 
here, as of the firft part of my 
work, and begin again at our de- 
parture from hence. 

It is true, we had got over much 
the greater run, as to length of 
way; but the moft important part 
of our voyage was yet to come, 
and we had no inconfiderable length 
to run neither, for as we purpofed 
to fail North, the height of Pana- 
ma* 



lid DE FOE»S VOYAGE 

ma, in the latitude of nine degreesF 
North and back again by Cape 
Horn, in the latitude of, perhaps^ 
fixty degrees South, and that w€ 
were now in forty degrees South > 
ihofe three added to the run, from 
Cape Horn home to England, made 
a prodigious length, as will be 
feen by this following account; in 
which, alfo the meridian diftances 
are not at all reckoned, though 
thofe alfo are very great. 

From Juan Fernandes to the 
line - - . 20 

From the line to Panama 9 

From Panama to Cape Horn, 
including the diftance we 
take in going round - 60 

From Cape Horn to the line 
again in the North feas 6a 

From the line to England 51 



210 Deg. 



N^ B, There muft be dedudled 

from 
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from this account, the dif-^ 
tance from Lima to Panama, 
becaufe we did not go up to 
Panama, as we intended to do. 

By this account wc had almoft 
thirty degrees to run more than a 
diameter of the globe, befides our 
diftance Weft, where we then 
were, from the meridian of Eng- 
land, whither we were to go ; 
which, if exadlly calculated, is a- 
bove feventy degrees, take it from 
the ifland of Juan Fernandes. 

But to return a little to our ftay 
in this place, for that belongs to 
this part of my account, and of 
which I muft make a few (hort ob- 
fervations. 

It was fcarce poffible to reftrain 
Engliflinien, after fo long beating 
the fea, from going on fhore, when 
they came to fuch a place of re- 
frelhment as this; nor indeed was 
it reafonable to reftrain them, con- 
fidering how we all might be fup- 
.^, pofed 



f 
f 
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pofed to ftand in need of refrefh* 
ment ; and confidering that here 
was no length of ground for the 
men to wander in, no liquors to 
come at to diftradl them with their 
excefs ; and, which was ftill nfiore,. 
no women to diforder or debauch 
them : We all knew their chief ex- 
crcife would be hunting goats for 
their fubfiftence; and we knew al- 
fo, that, however they wanted the 
benefit of frefli provifion, theymuft 
work hard to catch it, before they 
could tafte the fweet of it, Upoa 
thefe confiderations, I fay, our fhips 
being well moored, and riding faie, 
we reftrained none of them, except 
a proper number to take care of 
each fhips and thofe were takea 
out by lot, and then had their turn 
alfo to go on fliore fome days af* 
terwards, and in the meaa time> 
had both frefh water and frefti 
meat fent them immediately, and 
that in fufficicnt quantity, to their 
fatisfaiftioa* As foon as we were 
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on (hore, and had looked about 
us, we began firft with getting 
fome frefli water, for we greatly 
wanted it; then carrying a fmall 
caik of arrack on fhore, I made a 
quantity of it be put into a whole 
butt of water before I let our men 
drink a drop; fo corredting a little 
the chilnefs of the water, bccaufe 
I knew they would drink an im- 
moderate quantity, and endanger 
their healths: And the efFcdl an- 
fwered my care; for thofe who 
drank at the fpring, where they 
took in the water, befor^ I got 
this butt filled, and before the ar- 
rack was put into it, fell into 
fwoonings and faint fweats, having 
gorged themfelves too much with 
the cool water; and two or three, 
J thought, would have died; but 
our furgeons took fuch care of them^ 
that they recovered. 

While this was doing, others cut 
down branches of trees, and built 
us two' large booths, and five or fix 

fmaller ; 
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fmaller; and we made two tents 
with fome old fails : And thus we 
encamped, as if we had been to 
take up our dwelling, and intended 
to people the ifland. 

At the fame time, others of our 
men began to look out for goatsv 
for it may be believed, we all long- 
ed for a meal of frefli meat* They 
were a little too hafty at their work 
at firft ; for firing among the firft 
goats they came at, when therc^ 
were but a few men together, they 
frighted the creatures, and they 
ran all away into holes, and among 
the rocks and places where we 
could not find them : So that for 
that day they made little of it. 
However, fending for more fire- 
men, they made a (hift to bring in 
feventeen goats the fame day; 
v^hereof we fent five on board the 
fhips, and feafled with the reft on 
fliore. But the next day the men 
went to work in another manner^ 
and with better condud; for as we 

had 
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had hands enough, and fire-2rm# 
enough, they fpread themfelves fo 
far, that they, as it were, fur- 
rounded the creatures ; and fo driv- 
ing them out pf their faftneffes and 
retreats, they had no occafion to 
flioot, for the goats could not get 
from them, and they took them 
every where with their hands, ex- 
cept fome of the old he-goats, 
which were fo furly, that they 
would .ftand at bay, and rife at 
them, and would not be taken; 
and thefe, as being old alfo, and as 
they thought, good for nothings 
they let go. 

In fhort, fo many of our men 
went on fhore, and thefe divided 
themfelves into fo many little par- 
ties, and plyed their wofk fo hard, 
and had fuch good luck, that I told 
them, it looked as if they had made 
a general maifacre of the goats, ra- 
ther than a hunting. 
• Our men alfo might be faid, not 
to refrefh themfelves, but to feaft 

themfelves* 
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-*themfelves here with frefh provi* 
fions; for, though we ftayed but 
thirteen days, yet we killed three 
hundred and feventy goats; and our 
men who were on boards were very 
merrily employed, moft aflurcdly, 
for they might be faid to do very 
little but roall: and ftew, and broil 
and fry from morning to night ; it 
was indeed an exceeding good fup- 
ply to them, for they had been 
extremely fatigued . with the laft 
part of their voyage, and had tailed 
of no frefli provifions for fix weeks 
before. 

This made them hunt the goats 
with the more eagernefs; and in- » 
deed, they furrounded them fo dex- 
teroufly, and followed them fo nim- 
bly, that, notwithftanding the dif- 
ficulties of the rocks, yet the goats 
could hardly ever efcape them. 
Here our men found alfo very good 
fifh, and fome few tortoifes, or tur- 
tles, as the feamen call them; but 
they valued theni not> when they 

had 
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liad fuch plenty of vcnifon : Alfo 
they found fome very good herbs 
in the iQand, which they boiled 
with the goats flefli, and which 
made their broth very favoury and 
comfortable, and withal very heal- 
ing and good again ft the fcurvy, 
which in thofe climates Engli(h- 
men are very fubjedl to. 

We were now come to the month 
o^April 171 5, having fpent almo ft 
eight months in this trafficking W 
wandering voyage, from Manilla 
hither. And whoever fliall follow 
the fame, or a like track, if ever 
fuch a thing (hall happen, will do 
jjwell to make a year 01 it, and may 
find it very well worth while. 

I douht not, but there are many 
undifcoverjed parts of land to the 
Weft, and to the South alfo, of the " 
firft fhore, of which L mentioned, 
that we ftayed trafficking for little 
bits of gold. And though it is 
true, that fuch a traffick, as I have 
given an account of, is very ad- 

vantageoui 
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vantageous in itfelf, and worth ^ 
while to look for -, cfpecially after 
having had a good market for an 
outwardbound Europeon cargo, ac- 
cording to the pattern of ours at 
the Phillipines; and which, by thfc 
way, they need not mifs ; I fay, as 
this trade for gold would be well 
worth while, fo had we gone the 
beft way, and taken a courfe n)ore 
to the South from Manilla, not 
going away Eaft to the Ladrones, 
we fliould certainly have fallen in 
v^ith a country from the coaft 
*of New Guinea, where we might 
have found pleoty of fpices, as well 
as of gold. J 

For why may we not be allowed 
to fuppofe, that the country on 
the fame continent, and in the 
fame latitude, fhould produce the 
fame growth ? Efpecially confider- 
ing them fituated, as it may be 
called, in the neighbourhood of one 
another. 

Had we then proceeded this way, 
w- no 
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no queflion, but we might have 
fixed on fome place for a fettle^ 
menty either Englifli or French; 
whence a correfpondehce being ef- 
tabliflicd with Europe, either by 
Cttpe Horn Eaft, or the Cape De 
Bona Efperance Weft, as we had 
thought fit; they might have found 
as great a production of the nut- 
megs, and the cloves, as at Banda, 
and Ternate; or Jfcve made thofe 
productions have been planted there 
for the future, where, no doubt, 
they would grow and thrive as 
well," as they do now in the Mo- 
luccos. 
^ft But we fpun out too much time 
for the bufinefs we did ; and tho' 
we might, as above, difcover new 
places, and get very well too, yet 
we did nothing in comparifon of 
what we might be fuppbfed to have 
done, had we made the difcovery 
more our bufinefs. 

I cannot doubt alfo, but that 
when we flood away South, it was 

too 
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too late ; for had we flood into the* 
latitude of fixty-feven at firft, as 
we did afterwards, I have good rea- 
fon to believe, that thofe iflands, 
which we call the Moluccos, and 
which lie fo thick, and for fo grett 
an extent, go on yet further, and* 
it is fcarce to be imagined, that 
they break off juft with Gillotto. 

This I call a miftake in me ; 
namely, that I ftbod away Eaft from 
the Phillipines to the Ladrones, 
before I had gone any length to 
the South* . . 

But to come to the courfc fet 
down in this work, namely. South 
Eaft and by Eaft from the faid La- '* 
drones, the places I have taken no- 
tice of, as thefe, do not, in my 
opinion, appear to be inconfidera- 
ble, and of no value; fo, had we 
fearched farther into them, I doubt 
not but there are greater things to 
be difcovered; and perhaps, a much 
greater extent of land alfo. For as 
i have but juft^ as it were, de- 
^ . fcribed 
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fcribed the fhell, having made no 
fearch after the kernel ; it is more 
than probable, that, within the 
country, there might be greater 
difcoveries made, of immenfe va- 
lue too. For even as I obferved 
feveral times, whenever we found 
any people who had gold, and afk- 
ed them, as well as by figns we 
could make them underftand, they 
always pointed to the rivers, and 
the mountains, which lays farther 
up the country, and which w^e ne- 
ver made any difcovery of, having 
little in our view but the getting 
what little (hare of gold the poor 
people had about them. Whereas 
had we taken pofleffioh of the place, 
and left a number of men fufficient 
to fupport themfelves, in making a 
farther fearch, I cannot doubt but 
there muft be a great deal of that, 
of which the unad:ive Indians had 
gotten but a little. 
■ Nor had we one fkilful man a- 
VoL. n. F mong 
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mong us, to view the face of the 
earth, and fee what treafure of 
choice vegetables might be there. 
We had indeed fix very good fur- 
geons, and one of them, whom wc 
took in among the Madagafcar men, 
was a man of very great reading and 
judgment ; but he acknowledged, 
he had no fklll in botanicks, hav- 
ing never made it his ftudy. 

But to fay the truth, our Doc- 
tors themfelves (fo we call the fur- 
geons at fea) were fo taken up in 
their trafEck for gold, that they 
had no leifure to think of any thing 
elfe. They did indeed pick up 
fome fhells, and fome ftrange fi- 
gured fkeletons of fifhes and fmall 
beafts, and other things, which 
they efteemed as rarities ; but they 
never went a fimpling, as we caU 
it, or to enquire what the earth 
brought forth that was rare, and 
not to be found any where elfe. 
I think likewife it is worth ob- 

ferving. 
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ferving, how the people we met 
with, where, it is probable, no 
Haips, much lefs European fhips, 
had ever been, and where they had 
never converfed with enemies, or 
vtrith nations accuftomed to fleal 
and plunder ; I fay, the people who 
lived thus, had no fire, no rage ia 
their looks ; no jealous fears of 
Grangers doing them harm, and 
cqnfequently no defire to do harm 
to others. They had bows and ar- 
rows indeed, but it was * rather to 
kill the deer and fowls and to pro- 
vide themfelves with food, than to 
offend their enemies 5 for they had 
none. 

When therefore removing from 
thence, we came to other and dif- 
ferent nations, who were ravenous 
and mifchievous, treacherous and 
fierce, we concluded they had con- 
verfed with other nations, either 
by going to them, or their veflels 
coming there. And to confirm me 

F 2 in 
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in this opinion, I found thefe fierce 
falfe Indians had canoes and boats> 
fome of one kind and fome of an- 
other ; by which, perhaps, they 
converfed with the iflands or other 
nations near them ; and that they 
alfo received (hips and veflels from 
other nations, by which they had 
feveral pccafions to be upon their 
guard, and learned the treacherous 
and cruel part from others, which 
Nature gave them no ideas of be- 
fore. 

As the natives of thefe places 
were tradlable and courteous, fo 
they would be made eafily fubfer- 
vient and affiftant to any European 
nation that would come to make 
fettlements among them, efpecially 
if thofe European nations treated 
them with humanity and courtefy; 
for I have made it a general obfer- 
vation concernin:^ the natural dif- 
pofition of all the favage nations 
that ever I met with, that if they 

arc 
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are once but really obliged, they 
will be always very faithful. 

But it is our people, I mean the 
Europeans, who, by breaking faith 
with them, teach them ingratitude, 
and inure them to treat their new 
comers with breach of faith, and 
with cruelty and barbarity. If you 
once win them by kindnefG, and 
doing them good, I mean at firft, 
before they are taught to be rogues 
by example, they will generally be 
honeft, and be kind alfo to the ut- 
termoft of their power. 

It is to be obferved,- that it has 
been the opinion of all the failors, 
who have navigated thofe parts of 
the world, that farther South there 
are great tracks of undifcovered 
land; and fome have told us they 
have feen them, and have called 
them by fuch and fuch names, as 
particularly the Ifles of Solomon, 
of which yet, we can read of no- 
body that ever went on (hore on 
them, or that could give any ac- 

F 3 count 
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€ount of them 3 except fuch as are 
romantick, and not to be depended 
upon. 

But what has been thereafon why 
we have hitherto had nothing but 
guefles made at thofe things, and 
that all that has been (aid of fuch 
lands, has been imperfedl*? The 
reafon, if I may fpeak niiy opinion, 
has been, becaufe it is fuch a pro- 
digious run from the coaft of Ame- 
rica to the iflands of the Ladrones, 
that the few people who have per- 
formed it, never durft venture to go 
out of the way of the trade winds^ 
left they (hould not be able to fuh.- 
fift for want of water and provifi- 
ons ; and this is particularly the 
cafe in the voyage from the coaft of 
America only. 

Whereas, to go the way which 
I have marked out, had we feen a 
neceflity, and that there was no 
land to be found to the South of 
the tropickj^ for a fupply of provi- 

iions 
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fions and frefli water, it was evi- 
dent we could have gone back again 
from one place to another, and have 
been conftantly fupplied; and this 
makes it certain alfo, that it cannot 
be reafonably undertaken by a fhip 
going from the Eaft, I mean the 
coaft of America, to the Weft : 
But from the Weft, viz. the Spice 
Iflands, to America Weft, it may 
be adventured with cafe, as I have 
ihewn. 

It is true, that William Corne- 
Jius Van Schouton and Francis la 
Mair, who firft found the pafTage 
into the South Sea by Cape Horn, 
and not to pafs the ftraits of Ma- 
gellan ; I fay, they did keep to the 
fouthward of the tropick, and pafs. 
in part^ the fame way I have here 
given an account of, by as their 
journals, which I have by me at 
this time, is apparent. 

And it is as true alfo, that they 
did meet with many iflands and un- 
known ftiores in thofe feas, where 

F 4 they 
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they got refrefhment, efpecially frefli 
water : Perhaps fome of the places* 
were the fame I have defcribed in 
this voyage ; but why they never 
purfued that difcovery, or marked 
thofe iflands and places they got 
refrefhments at, fo that others, 
in qucft of bufinefs, might have 
touched at them, and have received 
the like benefit, that I can give 
no account of. 

I cannot help being of opinion, 
let our map makers place them 
where they will, that thofe iflands, 
where we fo fuccefsfully fifhed 
for oyfters, or rather for pearl, are 
the lame which the ancient geor 
graphers have called Solomon's 
Iflands ; and though they are fo 
far South, the riches of them may 
not be the lefs ; nor are they more 
out of the way. On the contrary, 
they lie diredtly in the track which 
our navigators would take, if they 
thought fit either to go or com^e 

between 
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between Europe and the Eaft In- 
dies, feeing they that come about 
Cape Horn, feldom go lefs South 
than the latitude of fix ty- three 
or fixty-four degrees ; and thefe 
iflands, as I have iaid, lie in the 
latitude of forty to forty-eight 
South, and extend themfelves near 
one hundred and fixty leagues in 
breadth from NcArth to South. 

Without doubt, thofe iflands 
would make a very noble fettle- 
ment, in order to viftual and re- 
lieve the European merchants, in 
£0 long a run as they have to make; 
and when this trade came to be 
more frequented,, the calling of 
thofe (hips there would enrich the 
iflands, as the Englifli at St He- 
lena are enriched by the refrefliing 
which the Eaft India (Lips find,, 
that meet there. 

But to return to our prefent fi- 
tuation^ at Juan Fernandcsj the 
refrefhment which our men found 

F 5 \vtft. 
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cordingly I fay, the fifth day fhe 
was ready, and I managed it fo^ 
that the captain of the Madagafcar 
{hip, openly before all* the vacn, 
made the motion, as if it had bcea 
his own projedt, and defired I would 
let him go and. try his fortune, a& 
he called it. - 

I feemed unwilHng at fir^y but 
he added to his importunity, that 
he and all his crew were defir- 
ous, if they made any purchafe, 
it fhould be divided among all th* 
crevvs in ftiares, according as they 
were (hipped 3 that if it was pro^ 
vifions the captain fhould buy it at 
half price, for the ufe of the whole^ 
and the money to be ihared. 

Upon hearing his propofals, 
which were efteemed very juft, and 
the men all agreeing,. I gave con- 
fent, and fo he had my orders and 
inftriiiaions, and leave to be out 
twelve days on his cruife, and away 
he went. His fliip was an excel- 
lent 
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lent failor, as has been faid^ and 
being now a very clean veflel, I 
thought he might fpeak with any 
other, or get away from her, if he 
pleafed j by the way, I ordered him 
to put out none but French co- 
lours. 

He cruifed a week without fee- 
ing a fail^ and flood in quite to the 
SpaniQi fliore in one place, but in 
tjiat he was wrong. The eighth 
day, giving over all expeftations,. 
he flood. off again to fea, and the 
next .morning he fpied a fail, which 
proved to be a large Spanifh fhip, 
and that fecmed to fland down di- 
re<£lly upon him, which a little 
checked his forwardnefs ; however,. 
he kept on his courfe, when the 
Spaniards feeing him plainer than> 
probably, he had done at firfl„ 
tacked, and crouding all the fail he 
could carry, flood in for the fhore. 

The Spaniard was a good failor, 
but our fhip plainly gained upon 

her. 
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h«r^ and in the evening came almoff 
up with her; when he few the 
land, though at a great diftatice, 
he was loth to be fccn chace- 
ing her, from the fhore j however^ 
he followed, and night coming on,, 
the Spaniard changed his courfe, 
thinking to get away,, but as the 
moon was juft rifing, our men,, 
who refolved to keep her in fight,, 
if poffible, perceived her, and 
ftretched after her with all the 
canvas they could lay on. 

This chace held till about mid-^ 
night, when our fhip coming up 
with her, took her, after a little 
difpute; they pretended,, at firft, to» 
have nothing on board but timber,, 
which they were carryings as they 
iaid, to fome port for the building; 
of (hips : But our men had the fe- 
cret to make the Spaniards confefs^ 
their treafure> if they had any ; fa 
that after fome hard words with, 
the Spanifli commander, he con^ 

fe^d 
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fcffed he had fome money on board, 
which oil our men's promife of 
good ulkge, he afterwards very ho- 
fieiftly delivered, and which might 
amount to about iixteen thoufand 
pieces of eight. 

But he had what we were very 
glad of befides, (viz.) about two 
hundred great jars of very good 
wheat flower, a large quantity of 
oil, and fome cafks of fweet-meats; 
all which was to us very good 
prize. 

But now our difficulty was, what 
wc fhould do with the fliip, and 
with the Spaniards; and this was 
fo real a difficulty, that I began 
to wi(h he had not taken her^ 
fefl: her being fuffered to go, fhe 
fliouM alarm the country, or if de- 
tained, difcover us alL 

It was not above one day beyond 
his orders, that we had the pleafure 
of feeing the captain of the Mada- 
gafcar come into the road, with hi^ 

prize 
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prize in tow, and the flower and 
oil was a very good booty to us ; but 
upon fecond and better thoughts, we 
brought the Spaniards to a fair trea^ 
ty, and, which was more difficult^." 
brought all our men to confent to 
it. The cafe was this. Knowing 
what I propofed to myfelf to do^ 
namdy, to trade all the way up the 
Spanifh coaft, and to pafs for French 
fljips, I knew the taking this Spa-, 
nifli fhip would betray us all, un- 
lefs I refolved to fink the fhip and 
murder all the men, fo I came to 
a refolution, of talking with the 
Spanifh captain, and making terms 
with him, which I foon made him 
very glad to accept of. 

Firfl: I pretended to be very an- 
gry with the captain of the Mada.- 
gafcar (hip, and ordered him to ba 
put under confinement, for having 
made a prize of his Catholick Ma- 
jefty's fubjefits, we being fubjedls. 
to the king of France, who was in 

perfedt 
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perfedt peace with the king of 
Spain . 

Then I told him, that I would 
reftore him his fhip and all his 
money, and as to his flower and oil, 
which the men had fallen greedily 
upon, having a want of it, I would 
pay him the full value in money for 
it all, and for any other lofs he 
had fuftained, only that I would 
oblige him to lie in the road at the 
ifland where we were, till we re- 
turned from our voyage to Lima, 
whither we were going to trade, 
for which lying, I alfo agreed to 
pay him demorage for his fhip, 
after the rate of eight hundred 
pieces of eight per month, and if 
I returned not in four months, he 
was to be at his liberty to go. 

The captain who thought him- 
felf a prifoner and undone, readily 
embraced this oflFer; and fo we 
fecured his fliip till our return, 
and there we found him very ho- 

neftly 
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it r.:': ii I hid ir.certievi it, 
c-^.i hiv:-r iicrrd c^rfdvei with 
t-*tTy rhi'z tbc vix^ o^orJ^d, wc 
go: reicv :c prooceJ, for wc had, 
su it v.':re, dwelt here near a fort* 
night. 

By this time the iireather was 
good again, and we flood away to 
the South Eaft for the port of Bal- 
divia, as above, and reached to the 
mouth of the harbour in twelve 
days fail. 

I was now to change faces again, 
and Captain Merlottc appeared as 
captain, all things being tranfa6ted 
in his name, and French captains 
were put into the brigantine, and 
into the Madagafcar (hip alfo. The 
iirft thing the captain did, was to 
fend a civil melTage to the Spani(h 

governorit 
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governor, to acquaint him, that be- 
ing come into thofe feas as friends, 
under his moft Chriftian Majefty's*' 
-commiffion, and with the King of 
Spain's permiffion, we defired to be 
treated as allies, and to be allowed 
to take water and wood, and to buy 
fuch refrefhments as we wanted, 
for which we would pay ready mo- 
ney; alfo wc carried French co- 
lours, but took not the lead no- 
tice of our intention to trade with 
them. 

We received a very civil anfwcr 
from the governor (viz.) That be- 
ing the king of France's fubjeds, 
and that they were in alliance with 
us, we were very welcome to wood 
and water, and any provifion the 
place would afford ; and that our 
j>errons (hould be fafe, and in per- 
fed: liberty to go on (hore, but that 
he could not allow any of our men 
to lie on (hore, it being exprefs in 
his orders, that he £hould not per- 
mit 
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mit any nation, notadlually in com- 
miflion from the king of Spain, to 
come on fhore, and ftay there, not 
even one night; and that this was 
done to prevent diforders. 

We anfwered, that we were con- 
tent with that order, feeing we did 
not defire our men fhould go on 
fliore to ftay there, w^ not being 
able to anfwer for any mifbehavi- 
our, which was frequent among 
feamen. 

While we continued here, feve- 
ral Spaniards came on board and 
vifited us, and we often went on 
fhore on the fame pretence; but our 
fuper- cargo, who underftood his 
bufinefs too well not to make ufc 
of the occafion, prefently let the 
Spaniards fee, that he had a great 
cargo of goods to difpofe of; they 
as freely took the hint, and let him 
know that they had money enough 
to pay for whatever they bought ; 
fo they fell to wodc, . and they 

ought 
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bought Baft India and China iilks^ 
Japan ware, China ware, fpice and 
fomething of every thing we had. 
We knew we (hould not fell all 
our cargo here, nor any extraordi- 
nary quantity; but we knew, on 
the other hand, that what we did 
fell here, we (hould fell for one 
hundred pounds per cent, extraor- 
dinary: I mean, more than we 
ftiould fell for at Lima, or any 
other ports on that fide, and fo 
we did ; for here we fold a bottle 
of arrack for four pieces of eight; 
a pound of cloves for five pieces 
of eight, and a pound of nutmegs 
for fix pieces of eight ; and the 
like of other things. 

They would gladly have pur- 
chafed fome European goods, and 
efpecially Englifli cloth and baize; 
but as we had, indeed, very few 
fuch things left, fo we were not 
willing they fhoirid fee them, that 
they might not have any fufpicion 

of 
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of our being Englifhmen, and Eng-» 
li{h fhips, which would foon have 
put an end to all our commerce. 

While we lay here trafficking 
with the SpaniardSji I fet fome of 
my men to work, to eonverfe a- 
mong the native Chilians or Indi- 
ans, as we call them, of the coun- 
try, and feveral things they learned 
of them according to the inftruc- 
tions which I gave them; for ex- 
ample ; firft, I underftood by them, 
that the country people who do not 
live among the Spaniards, have a 
mortal averfion to them ; that it is 
rivetted in their minds by tradition, 
from father to fon, ever fince the 
wars which had formerly been a- 
mong them ; and that though they 
did not now carry on thofe wars, 
yet the animofity remained, and the 
pride and cruel haughty temper of 
the Spaniards were fuch ftill to 
thofe of the country people, who 
came under their government, as 

make 
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make that averfion continually in- 
creafe. They let us know, that if 
any nation in the world would but 
come in, and afUfl them againft the 
Spaniards, and fupport them in 
their rifing againft them, they 
would foon rid their hands of the 
whole nation. This was to the 
purpofe, exadlly, as to what I 
wanted to know. 

I then ordered particular en- 
quiry to be made, whether the 
mountains of Andes (which are, 
indeed, prodigious to look at, and 
fo frightful for their height, that 
it is not to be thought of with 
out fome horror) were in any 
places paflable ? What country 
there was beyond them ? -And 
whether any of their people had 
gone over and knew the paflages ? 

The Indians concurred with the 
Spaniards in this (for our men en- 
quired of both) that though the 
Andes were to be fuppofed, in- 

deed. 
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deed, to be the higheft mountains 
in the world, and that, generally 
fpeaking, they were impaffable, yet 
that there had been paffages found 
by the vales among the moun- 
tains; where, with fetching feve- 
ral compaffes and windings, partly 
on the hills, and partly in the val- 
leys, men went, with a great deal 
of eafe and fafety, quite through or 
over, call it as we will, to the 
other named the Eaft fide, and as 
often returned again • 

Some of the more knowing In- 
dians or Chilians went farther than 
this, and when our men enquired 
after the manner, fituation and 
produce of the country on the 
other fide, they told them, that 
when they pailed the mountains 
from that part of the country, 
they went chiefly to fetch cattle, 
and kill deer, of which there were 
great numbers in that part of the 
land; but that when they went 

from 
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from St. Jago, they turned away 
North fome leagues, when they 
came to a town called St. Antho- 
nio de los Vejos, or, the Town of 
St. Anthony and the old Men ; 
that there was a great river at that 
city, from whence they found 
means to go down to the Rio de 
la Plata, and fo to the Buenos 
Ayres; and that they frequently 
carried thither great fums of mo- 
ney in Chilian gold, and brought 
hack European goods from thence. 

I had all I wanted now^ and bade 
my men fay no more to them on 
that fubjedt, and only to tell them, 
that they would come back, and 
travel a little that way to fee the 
country. The people appeared very 
well pleafed with this intelligence, 
and anfwered, that if they would 
do fo, they (hould find fome, as 
well Spaniards as Chilians, who 
would be guides to them through 
the hills ; alfo afluring them, that 

Vol. 1L G they 
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they would find the hills very prac- 
ticable, and the people, as they 
went along, very ready to affift and 
furnifli them with whatever they 
found they wanted, efpecially i£ 
they come to know that they were 
not Spaniards, or that they, would 
protect them from the Spaniards^ 
which would be the moft agree- 
able thing to them in the world; 
for it feems many of the nations of 
the Chilians, had been driven to 
live among the hills, and fome even 
beyond them, to avoid the cruelty 
and tyranny of the Spaniards, efpe- 
cially in the beginning of their 
planting in that country. 

The next enquiry I ordered them 
to make, was, whether it was pof--. 
fible to pafs thofe hills with hories, 
or mules, or any kind of carriages ? 
And they affured them, they might 
travel with mules, and even with 
horfes alfo, but rather with mules ; 
but as to carriages, fuch as carts, 

or 
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Of waggons, they allowed, that was 
not practicable. They aiTured u&» 
that fome of thofe ways through 
the hills were much frequented; 
and that there were towns, or vil- 
lages rather, of people, to be found 
ia the valleys between the iaid 
hills ; fome of which villages were 
very large, and the foil very rich 
and fruitful, bearing fufficient pro- 
vilions for the inhabitants, who 
were very numerous. They added, 
that the people were not much in^ 
clined to live in towns as the Spa- 
niards do, but that they lived fcat- 
tered up and down the country, as 
they were guided by the goodnefs 
of the land ; that they lived very 
&cure and unguarded, never offer- ^ 
ing any injury to one another, nor 
fearing injury from any, but the 
Spaniards-^ 

I caufed thefe enquiries to be 
made with the utmoft prudence 
and caution, fo that the Spaniards 

G 2 had 
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had not the leaft fufpicion of our 
dcfignj and thus having fini(hed 
our traffick, and taken in water 
and provifions, we failed from Bal- 
divia, having fettled a little corref- 
pondence there with two Spani- 
ards, who were very faithful to us; 
and with two Chilian Indians^ 
whom we had, in a particular 
manner, engaged, and whom, to 
make fure of, we took along with 
us ; and having fpent about thir- 
teen days here, and taken the 
value of about fix thoufand pieces 
of eight in filver artd gold, but. 
moft of it in gold, we fet fail. 

Our next port was the bay of 
the Conception : Here, having 
two or three men on board, who. 
were well acquainted with the 
coaft, we ran boldly into the bay, 
and came to an anchor in that 
which they call the bite, or little 
bay, under the ifland Quinquina; 
and from thence we fent our 

boat 
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boat^ with French mariners to 
row, and a French cockfwain, with 
a letter to the Spanifh governor, 
from captain Merlotte. Our pre- 
tence was always the fame as be- 
fore, that we had his mod Chrif- 
tian Majefty's commiflion, &c. and 
that we dcfired liberty to wood 
and water, and to buy provifions, 
having been a very long voyage, 
and the like. 

Under thefe pretences, we lay 
here about ten days, and drove a 
very confiderable trade for fuch 
goods as we were fure they want- 
ed; and having taken about the 
value of eight thoufand pieces of 
eight, we fet fail for the port or 
river that goes up to St. Jago, 
where we expefted a very good 
market, being diftant from the Con- 
ception about fixty- five leagues. 

St. Jago is the capital city of 
Chili, and ftands twelve leagues 

G 3 withia 
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within the land; there arc two 
ports, which are made ufe of to 
carry on the traffick of this place, 
viz. R. de Ropocalmo, and port 
de Valparaifo. We were bound to 
the laft, as being the only port for 
fhips of" burthen, and where there 
is fecurity from bad weather. 

We found means here, without 
going up to the city of St. Jago, 
to have merchants enough to come 
down to US; for this being a very 
rich city, and full of money, we 
found all our valuable filks of Chi- 
na, our Atlafs's, China damafks,iat- 
tins, &c. were very much valued, 
and very much wanted, and no price 
was too high for us to afk for them ; 
for, in a word, the Spanifli ladies, 
who, for pride, do not come be- 
hind any in the world, whatever 
they do for beauty, were fo eager 
for thofe fine things, that, almoft, 
any reafonable quantity mig^t have 
been fold there ; but the truth is, 

we 
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3wrc had an unrealbnable quantity, 
and therefore, as we had other 
markets to go to, we did not let 
them know what a great ftock of 
goods we had, but took care they 
had fomething of every thing they 
wanted : We likewife found our 
fpices were an excellent commodity 
in thofe parts, and fold for a great 
profit too^ as, indeed^ every thing 
elfe did, as is faid above. 

We found it very eafy to fell here 
to the value of one hundred and 
thirty thouiand pieces of eight, ia 
all forts of china and Eaift India 
goods; for flill, though we had 
fome of the Englilh cargo loofe, 
wc let none of it be feen. We 
took moft of the money in gold 
uncoined, which is got out of the 
mountains in great quantities, and 
of which we fhall have occa- 
don to fpeak more hereafter- 

Our next trading port was Co- 
^uimbo, a fmall town, but a goo(i 

G4 , port: 
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port: Here we went in without 
ceremony, and upon the fame foot, 
of being French, were well re- 
ceived, traded underhand with the 
Spanifh merchants, and got letters 
to fome other merchants at Guafco, 
a port in a little bay about fifteen 
leagues North from Coquimbo. 

From hence, to the port of Co- 
piapo, is twenty-five leagues : Here 
we found a very good port, though 
no trading town or city; but the- 
country being well inhabited, we 
found means to acquaint fome of 
the principal Spaniards in the 
country, of what we were, and 
(with which they were pleafed 
well enough) that they might t^ade 
with us for fuch things, which it 
was eafy to fee, they gave double 
price for to the merchants who 
came from Lima, and other places : 
This brought them to us with fo 
much eagernefs, that though they 
bought for their own ufe, not for 

fale^ 
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fait, yet they came fiirniflied witlx 
orders, perhaps, for two or three, 
families together, and being gene- 
rally richy would frequently lay 
out fix hundred, or eight hundred 
pieces of eight a man j (6 that we 
had a moft excellent market here,, 
and took above thirty thoufand 
pieces of eight; that is to fay, the 
value of it, for they ftill paid alL 
in gold,. 

Here we had opportunity to get: 
a quantity of good flower, or wheat 
meal, of very good European, 
wheat f that is to fay, of that 
fort of wheat; and withal, had 
good bifcuit baked on fhore, fo 
that now v^^e got a large recruit of 
bread,, and our men began to 
make puddings, and lived, very 
comfortably;, we likewife got good, 
fugar at the Ingenioes, or fugar- 
mills, of which there were feveral. 
here, and the farther North wc 
went, their number increafed, for 

G 5 we 
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we were now in the latitude of 
twenty-eight degrees two minutes 
South. 

We had but one port now, of 
any confequence, that we intended 
to touch at, until we came to the 
main place we aimed at, which 
was Lima, and this was about two 
thirds of the way thither; I mean 
Porto Rica, or Arica ; which is in 
the latitude of eighteen degrees, 
or thereabouts : The people were 
very (hy of us here, as having been 
much upon their guard for fome 
years part, for fear of Buccaniers, 
and Englilh privateers ; but when 
they underftood we were French, 
and our French captain fent two 
recommendations to them from a 
merchant at St. Jago, they were 
then very well fatisfied, and we 
had full freedom of commerce here 
alfo. 

From hence we came the heigh th 
of Lima, the capital port, if not the 

capital 
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capital city, of Peru, lying in the 
fetitade of twehre degrees thirty 
minutes. Had we made the kafft 
pretence of trading here, welhouW^ 
at leaft, have had foldiers put On 
board our flrips to have prevented 
it, and the people would have beea 
forbidden to trade with us upon 
pain of death ; but captain Mcr- 
Sottc having brought letters to a 
principal merchant of Lima^ her 
inftruJled him how to manage 
himfelf at his firft coming' into? 
that port; which was to ride 
without the town of Callao, out 
6f the command of the puntals or' 
caftles there, and not to come any 
nearer, upon what occafion foever,, 
and then to leave the reft to him* 

Upon this the merchant applied 
himfelf to the governor for leave 
to go on board the French fhip at 
Callao ; but the governor under- 
fiood him, and would not grant it 
by any means. The reafon was,. 

G 6. becaule 
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becaufe there had been fuch a ge- 
neral complaint by the merchants 
from Carthagena, Porto Bello, and 
other places, of the great trade 
carried on here with French (hips 
from Europe, to the deftru£tion of 
the merchants, and to the ruin of 
the trade of the galleons, that the 
governor, or viceroy of Peru, had 
forbid the French fhips landing 
any goods. 

Now, though this made our traf- 
fick impracticable at Lima itfelf, 
yet it did, by no means, hinder the 
merchants trading with us under 
cover, &CC. but efpecially when 
they came to underftand, that we 
were not loaden from Europe, with 
baize, long ells, druggets, broad 
cloth, ferges, fluffs, flockings, 
hats, and fuch like woollen ma- 
nufadlures of France, England, &c. 
but that ouc^. cargo was the fame 
with that of the Manilla fliips at 
Acapulca ; and that we were loaden 

with 
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with callicoes, muflins^ fine wrought 
China Glks, damafks^ Japan wares^ 
China wares, fpices, &c. there was 
then no with-holding them, but 
they came on board us in the night 
with Ganges, and flaying all day, 
went on £hore again in the night, 
carrying their goods to different 
places, where they knew they could 
convey them on fhore without dif- 
ficulty. 

In this manner we traded pub- 
lickly enough, not much unlike 
the manner of our trade at the Ma- 
nillas ; and here we effectually clear- 
ed ourfelves of our whole cargo, as 
well Englifh goods, as Indian, to 
an immenfe fum. Here our men, 
officers as well as feamen, fold their 
fine pearl, particularly one large 
parcel, containing one hundred and 
feventy- three very fine pearls, but 
of different fizes, which a prieft 
bought, as we were told, to drefs 
up the image of the blcffed Virgin 
Mary, in one of their churches. 

In 
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In a wordy we came to a ba'lance 
here ; for we fold every thing that 
we had the leaft intention to part: 
with ; the chief thiDgs we kept in: 
referve were, fome bales of Eng** 
lifh goods; alfo all the remainder 
of our beads and bugles, toys, iron-^ 
work, knives, fciuors, hatchets,, 
needles, pins, glafs ware, and fuch 
things as we knew the Spaniards did 
nbt regard, and which might be 
ufefol in our farther defigns^ of 
which my head was yet very fulL 
Thofe, I fay, we kept ftill. 

Here likcwife, we fold our bri-^ 
gantine, which though an excellent 
fca-boat, as may well be fuppofed,, 
confidering the long voyage we had 
made in her, was yet fo worm- 
eaten in her bottom, that uhlefs we- 
would have new fiieathed her, and 
perhaps, fhifted moft of her planka 
too, which would have taken up 
a great deal of time ; fhe was by 
no means fit to have gone any •far* 

ther^ 
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ther, at leafl, not fo long a run aa 
we had now to make, (^^z) round 
the whole Southern part of Arne- 
rica ; and where we mould find na 
port to put in at (I mean, where wc 
fhould have been able to have got 
any thing done for the repair of a 
(bip) until we had come home to 
England. 

it was propofcd here, to have 
gone to the governor or viceroy of 
Peru, and have obtained his li- 
cence or pafs, to have traverfed the 
Ifthmus of America, from port St. 
Maria, to the river of Darien ; this 
we could eafily have obtained un«- 
der the character that we then 
bore (viz.) of having the king of 
France's commiffion, and had we 
been really all French, I believe I 
ihould have done it; but as we 
were fo many Engliflbmen, and as 
fuch were then at open war v^ith 
Spain, I did not think it a fafe ad-«^ 
venture^ I mean, not a rational 

adventure. 
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adventure, efpecially confidering' 
what a confiderable treafure wc 
had with us. 

On the ofher hahd,^ as we were 
now a ftrong body of able fea- 
nien, and had two ftout fhips 
under us, we had no r^afon to^ 
apprehend either the toil or the 
danger of a voyage round Cape: 
Horn, after which,^ we fhould be 
in a very good condition to make- 
the reft of our voyage to Eng- 
land; whereas, if we travelled: 
over the Ifthmus of America, we 
fhould be all like a company of 
free-booters and buccaneers, loofe 
and unfliipped, and ftiould per- 
haps, run fome one way, and fome 
another, among the log-wood cut- 
ters at the bay of Campeachy^ 
and other places, to get paffage^. 
fome to Jamaica, and fome to New 
England; and, which was worfe 
than all, fhould be expofed to a 
thoufand dangers on account of 

the 
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the treafure we had with us, 
perhaps even to that of murder- 
ing and robbing one another ; and 
as Captain Merlotte faid, who was 
really a Freachman, it were much 
more eligible for us, as French, 
or if we had been fuch, to have 
gone up to Acapulco, and there 
to fell our fhips, and get licence 
to travel to Mexico, and then to 
have got the viceroy's afliento, 
to have come to Europe in the 
galleons ; but as we were fo many 
Englifhmen, it was impradticable; 
or leamen alfo being proteftants, 
fuch as feamen generally are, and 
bold mad fellows, they would 
never have carried on a difguife, 
both of their nation and of their 
religion, for fo long a time- as it 
would have been neceflary to do 
for fuch a journey and voyage. 

But beiides all thefe difficulties, 
I had other projects in my head, 
which made me againfl all the 

propofals 
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propofals of pafling by land to 
the North Sea; otherwiie, had I 
refolved it^ I fhould not have 
much concerned myfelf about ob- 
taining a licence from the Spani-» 
ards ; for as we were a fufiicient 
number of men to have forced 
our way^ we fbould not much 
have flood upon their giving us 
leave, or not giving us leave 
to go. 

But as I have faid, my views 
lay another way, and my head 
had been long working upon the 
difcourie my men had bad with the 
Spaniards at Baldivia; I frequently 
talked with the two Chilian In- 
dians which I had on board, and 
who fpoke Spanifh pretty well^ 
and who we had taught to fpeak 
a little EngliQi. 

I had taken care that they (hould 
have all the good ufage imaginable 
on board; I had given them each 
a very good fuit of cloaths, made 

by 
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by our taylor, but after their own 
manner, with each of them a baize 
cloak i and had given them hats^ 
(hoes, ftockings, and every thing 
they defired, and they were mighty 
"well pleafed, and I talked very 
fr-eely with them about the pat- 
fage of the mountains, for that 
was now my grand defign. 

While I was coming up the 
Chilian fhore, as you have heard, 
that is to fay, at St. Jago, at the 
Conception, at Arica, and even at 
Lima itfelf, we enquired on all 
occafions, iato the fituation of the 
country, the manner of travelling, 
and what kind of country it was 
beyond the mountains ; and we 
found them all agreeing in the 
fame Aory; and that paffing the 
mountains of Les Cordelieras, for 
fo they call them in Peru, though 
it was the fame ridge of hills aa 
we call the Andes, was no ftrange 
thing ; that there were not one or 

two„ 
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two, but a great many places found 
out, where they pafied as well 
with horfes and mules, as on foot, 
and even feme with carriages ; 
and in particular they told us at 
Lima, that from Potofi, and the 
towns thereabouts, there was a 
long valley, which ran for one 
hundred and iixty leagues in length 
Southward, and South Eaft, and 
that it continued until the hilis 
parting, it opened into the main 
level country on the other fide; 
and that there were feveral rivers 
which began in that great valley^ 
and which all of them run away 
to the South and the South Baft, 
and afterwards, went away Eaft 
and Eaft North Eaft, and fo fell 
into the great Rio de la Plata, and 
emptied themfelves into the North 
Seas; and that merchants travelled 
to thofe rivers, and then went 
down in boats as far as the tow a 

or 
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or city of the Afcen(ion> and the 
Buenos Ay res. 

This was very fatisfying you 
may be fure, cfpecially to hear 
them agree in it, that the Andes 
were to be pafTed (though paffing 
them hereabouts, where I knew 
the main land from the Weft 
{hore, where we now were, muft 
be at leaft one thoufand five hun- 
dred miles broad) was no part of 
my projedt; but I laid up all 
thefe things in my mind, and re- 
folved to go away to the South 
again, and a£t as I fhould fee caufe. 

We were now got into a very 
hot climate, and whatever was 
the caufe, my men began to grow 
very fickly, and that to fuch a 
degree, that I was once afraid we 
had got the plague among us ; 
but our furgeons, who we all call 
doftors at fea, aflured me, there 
was nothing of that among them, 

and 
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and yet we buried fevienteen men 
here, and had between twentjr and 
thirty more iick^ and aa I thought, 
dangeroufly too. 

In this extremity,, for I was 
really very much concerned about 
it, one of my dodors came to me, 
and told me, he had been at the 
city (that is at Lima) to buy fooote 
drugs and medicines to recruit his 
cheft, and he had fallen into corn** 
pany with an Irifli jefuit, who 
he found was an extraordiiOTy good 
phyfician, and that he had had 
lome difcourfe with him about our 
fick men, and he believed, for a 
good word or two, he could per- 
fuade him to come and vifit them. 

I was very loth to confent to 
it, and faid to the fiirgeon,. if he 
is an IriQiman he fpeaks Englifb, 
and he will prefently perceive, that 
we are all Engli(hmen, and fo we 
{hall be betrayed^ all our defigns 
will be blown up at once, and 

our 
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Qur farther meafures be all broken^ 
ajful therefore I would not confent : 
This I did not fpeak from the 
fear of any hurt they coiold have 
done me by force, for I had na 
reaibn to value that, being able ta 
hasve fought my viray clear out of 
their Teas, if I had been put to it; 
but as I had traded all the way 
by. ftratagem, and had many con- 
fkterable views ftill behind, I was 
unwilling to be difappointed by the 
cfifcovery of my fchcmes ; or that 
the Spaniards fhould know upon 
what a double foundation I a^ed^ 
and how I .was a French ally and 
merchant^ or an Englifh enemy 
and privateer, juft as I pleafed, and 
as opportunity (hould offer ; in 
which cafe they would have been 
fure to have trapanned me if pofli- 
ble, under pretence of the former, 
and have ufed me, if they ever 
fhould get an advantage over me^ 
as one of the latter. 

This 
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This made me very cautious, 
and 1 had good reafon for it too, 
and yet the ficknefs and danger of 
my men preffed me very hard to 
have the advice of a good phyfi- 
cian, if it was poffible ; and efpe- 
cially to be fatisfied whether it was 
really the plague or no i for I was 
very uneafy about that. 

But my furgeon told mc, that 
ds to my apprehenfion of difco- 
very, he would undertake to pre- 
vent it by this method: Firft he 
iaid^ he found that the Irifliman 
did not underftand French at all, 
and fo I had nothing to do but to 
order. That when he came oa 
board, as little Englifh fhould be 
fpoke in his hearing as poflible ; , 
and this was not difficult, for 
almoft all our men had a little 
French at their tongue's end, by 
having fo many Frenchmen on 
board of them; others had the 
Levant Jargon, which they call 

Lingua 
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Lingua Frank, fo that if they had 
but due caution, it could not be 
fuddenly perceived what country- 
men they were. 

Befides this, the furgeon ordered, 
that as foon as the Padre came on 
board, he (hould be furrounded 
with French feamen only, fome 
of which fhould be ordered to 
follow him from place to place, 
and chop in with their nimble 
tongues, upon fome occafion or 
other, fo that he (hould hear French 
fpoken wherever he turned him- 
felf. 

Upon this, which, indeed, ap- 
peared very eafy to be done, £ 
agreed to let the doctor come on 
board, and accordingly the fur- 
geon brought him the next day, 

\vhcre Captain Merlotte received 
^im in the cabin, and treated him 
very handfomely, but nothing was 
fpoken but French or Spanifh ; 

. and the furgeon who had pretended 
Vol. II. H himfelf 
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himfelf to be an Irifliman, adted 
as interpreter between the do<^or 
and us. 

Here we told him the cafe of our 
men that were fick ; fome of them, 
indeed, were French, and others 
that could fpeak French were in- 
ftruded to fpeak to him, as if 
they could fpeak no other tongue, 
and thofe the furgeon interpreted ; 
others who were Englifli, were 
called Irifhmen, and two or three 
were allowed to be Englifli fea- 
men, picked up in the Eaft Indies, 
as we had feamen, we told him, 
_ of all nations. 

The matter in (hort was fo car- 
ried, that the good man, for fuch, I 
really think he was, had no manner 
of fufpicion ; and to do him juf- 
tice, he was an admirable phyfi- 
cian, and did our men a great deal 
of good ; for all of them, except- 
ing three, recovered under his 
hands, and thofe three had reco- 
vered. 
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veredy if they had not, like madmen, 
drank large quantities of punch 
when they were almofl well, and by 
their intemperance inflamed their 
blood, and thereby thrown them- 
felves back again into their fever, 
and put themfelves, as the Padre 
iaid of them, out of the reach of 
medicine. 

We treated this man of art with a 
great deal of refpedt, made him fome 
very handfomc prefents, and par- 
ticularly fuch.as he could not come 
at in the country where he was; 
befides which, I ordered he fhould 
have the value of one hundred 
dollars in gold given him ; but he, 
on the other hand, thanking Cap- 
tain Merlotte for his bounty, would 
have no money ; but he accepted a 
prefent of fome linen, a few nand- 
kerchiefs, fome nutmegs, and a 
piece of black baize, moft of which 
however, he afterwards faid, he 

H 2 made 
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made prefents Ofi again in the city 
among (ome of his acquaintance. 

But he had a farther delign in 
his head, which on a future day, 
he communicated in confidence to 
the furgeon I have mentioned, who 
converfed with him, and by him 
to me, and which was to him, in- 
deed, of the higheft importance.. 
The cafe was this : 

He took our furgeon on (hore 
with him one day from the Ma- 
dagafcar (hip, where he had been 
with him to vifit fome of our 
(ick men, and drinking a glafs of 
wine with him, he told him he 
had a favour to afk of him, and 
a thing to reveal to him in confi- 
dence, which was of the utmoft 
confequence to himfelf, though of 
no great value to him, (the fur- 
geon) and if he would promife the 
utmoft fecrecy to him on his faith 
and honour, he would put his life 
into his hands. ** For, Seignior," 
Xaid he, " It will be no other, nor 

would 
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would any thing lefs than my life 
pay for it, if you fhould difco- 
vcr it to any of the people hore^ 
or any where clfe on this coaft/ 

The furgeon was a very honed 
man, and carried indeed^ the in- 
dex of it in his face, and the Padre 
faid afterwards, he inclined to put 
this confidence in him, beci^ufe he 
thought he law fomething of an 
honeft man in his very Counte- 
nance. After fo frank a beginning, 
the furgeon made no fcruple to tell 
him. That feeing he inclined to 
treat him with fuch confidence, 
and to put a trufi: of fo great 
im{iortance in him, he would give 
him all the affurance in his power, 
that he would be as faithful to 
him as it was poffible to be to 
himfelf ; and that the fecret ftiould 
never go out of his mouth to any 
one in the world, but to fuch, 
and at fuch time, as he fhould con- 
fent to and dire£t. In ihort, he 

H 3 ufed 



174 DE FOE'S VOYAGE, 

lifcd fo many folemn proteftations> 
that the Padre made no fcruplc to 
trail him with the fecret, which, 
indeed, was no lefs than putting 
his life into his hands : The cafe 
was this. 

He told him, he had heard 
them talk of going to Ireland in 
their return, and as he had been 
thirty years out of his own coun- 
try, in fuch a remote part of the 
world, where it was never likely 
that he (hould ever fee it again, 
the notion he had entertained, that 
. this (hip was going thither, and 
might fet him on fliore there, that 
he might once more fee his native 
country, and his family and friends, 
had filled his mind with fuch a 
furpriling joy, that he could no 
longer contain himfelf; and that 
therefore, if he would procure 
leave of the captain, that he might 
come privately on board, and take 
his paflage home, he Would wil- 
lingly 
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lingly pay whatever the captain 
fhould defire of him ; but that 
it muft be done with the greateft 
fccrecy imaginable, er elfe he was 
ruined; for that if he (hould be 
difcovered and flopped, he fliould 
be confined in the Jefuits houfe 
there, as long as he lived, w^ithout 
hope of redemption. 

Thefurgeon told him, the thing 
was eafy to be done, if he would 
give him leave to acquaint one 
man in the (hip with it, which 
was not Captain Mcrlotte, but a 
certain Englifhman, who was a 
confidcrable perfon in the (hip, 
without whom the captain did 
nothing, and who would be more 
fecure to truft, by far, than Captain 
Merlotte. The Padre told him, 
that without afking him any 
reafotis, fince he had put his 
life and liberty in his hands, he 
would truft hini with the ma- 

H 4 nage- 
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began to queftion him very finartly 
about it : Upon which he was o- 
bliged to tell them, that fincc they 
were doubtful of him, he would 
not go at all, telling them withal, 
that it was hard to fufpe£t him 
who had been fo faithful to his 
vows, as to refide for near thirty 
years among them, when he 
might frequently have made an 
efcape from them, if he had beca 
fo difpofed.* So for three or four 
days ne made no appearance of 
going at all ; but having had pri- 
vate notice from me the evening 
before we failed, he found means 
to get out of their hands, came 
down to Callao on a mfile in the 
night, and our furgeon lying ready 
with our boat about half a league 
from the town, as by appoint- 
ment, he took him on board, with 
a negro his fervant, and brought 
him fafe to the fhip : Nor had we 
received him on board half an 

hour. 
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hour^ but being unmoored and 
ready, to fail> we put out to fea and 
carried him clear off. 

He made his excufes to me^ that 
he was come away naked ^ accord- 
ing to his profeflion ; that he had 
purpefed to have furnifhed him^ 
ielf with fome provifions for the 
voyage, but that the unexpected 
fufpicions of the head of their col- 
lege or houfe, had obliged him to 
come away in a manner that would 
not admit of it; for that he might 
father be faid to have made his ef. 
^ape^ than to have been come fairly 
off. 

I told him he was very welcome ;. 
(and indeed fo he was, for he had 
been already more worth to us than 
ten times his paflage came to) and. 
that he (hould be entered into im- 
mediate pay, as phyfician to both 
the fhips, which I was fure none of 
our furgeoas would repine at, but 
rather be glad of; and accordingly 

H 6 I im- 
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him, th^i we were 
i an Ergliib ihip, 2nd that 



I ^ns ihc captain in clucf ; except, 
u Lii beea uid, upon occaiion of 
cczning t3 any ponicular town of 
Srain. I let him know, I had a 
comminioa to make prize of the 
Sp^Liikrds, and appeir their open 
enemy, but that I had chofen to 
treat ^them as friends, in a way of 
commerce, as he had ieen. He 
admired much the moderation I 
had uied, and how I had avoided 
enriching myfelf with the fpoil, as 
I might have dene ; and he made 
me many compliments upon that 
head, which I excufcd hearing, 

and 
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and begged him to forbear. I told 
him we were Chriflians^ and as we 
had made a very profperous voy- 
age^ I was refolved not to do any 
honeft men the lead injudice^ if I 
could avoid it. 

But I muft obferve here, that I 
did not enter immediately into all 
this confidence with him neither, 
nor all at once, neither did I let 
iiim into any part of it, but under 
the fame folemn engagements of 
fecrecy that he -had laid upon us, 
nor till I was come above eighty 
leagues South from Lima. 

The firft thing I took the free- 
dom to fpeak to him upon, was 
this : Finding his habit a little of- 
fenfive to our rude feamen, I took 
him into the cabin the very next 
day after we came to fea, and told 
him, that I'was obliged to men- 
tion to him what I knew he would 
foon perceive -, namely, that we 
were all Proteftants, except three 

or 
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or four of the Frenchmen ;^ and 
I did not know how agreeable that 
might be to him. He anfwered, 
he was not at all offended with 
that part ; that it was none of his 
bufinefs to enquire into any one'* 
opinion, any farther than they gave 
him leave ; that if it wad his bufi^ 
nefs to cure the fouls of men on 
fliore, his bufinefs on board was to 
cure their bodies ; and as for the 
reft, he would exercife no other 
function than that of a phyiician 
on board the (hip, without my 
leave, 

I told him, that was very oblig-- 
ing; but that then, for his own 
iake, I had a propofal to make him, 
which was, whether it would be 
difagreeable to him to lay afide the 
habit of a religious, and put on^ 
that of a gentleman, fo to accom- 
modate himfelf the more eafily to 
the pien on board,^ who, perhaps, 
might be rude to him in his habit^ 

feamen 
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ieameh being not always mea of 
the moil: refined manners. 

He thanked me very finccrely^ 
told nie he had been in England 
as well as in Ireland ; and that he 
went drefled there as a gentleman^ 
and was ready to do fo now, if I 
thought fit, to avoid giving anv 
offence ; and added, that he chofe 
to do fo. fiut then, fmiling, faid, 
he was at «a great lofs, for he had 
no doaths. I bade him take no 
care about that, for I would fur* 
nifti him ; and immediately we dref- 
fed him up like an £ngli(hman, in 
a fuit of very good cloaths, which 
belonged to one of our midfhip- 
men who died -, I gave him alfo a 
good wig and a fword, and he pre* 
fently appeared upon the quarter- 
deck like a grave phyfician, and 
was called Dod:or. 

From that minute, by whofe 
contrivance we knew not, it went 
current among the feamen, that the 

Spanifh 
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Spanifh doctor was an Engliihmany 
and a Proteflant^ and only had put 
on the other habit to difguiie him- 
{elf, and make his efcape to us : 
and this was fo univerfally believ- 
ed, that it held to the lafl day of 
the whole voyage ^ for as foon as I 
knew it, I took care that no body 
fhould ever contradiA it : And as 
for the doctor himfelf, when he 
£rft heard of it, he fairf, nothing 
could be more to his iatisfadticm, 
and that he would take care to 
confirm the opinion of it among 
all the men, as far as lay in his 
power. 

However, the doftor eameftly 
defired we would be mindful, that 
as he (hould never offer to go on; 
ftiore, whatever port we came to 
afterwards, none of the Spaniards 
might by enquiry, hear, upon any 
occafion, of his being on board our 
fhip; but above all, that none of 
our men, the officers efpecially,. 

would 



ROUND THE WORLD. 185 

would ever come fo much in reach 
of the Spaniards on fhore, as to 
put it into their power to feize 
upon them by reprifal^ and fo o- 
blige us to deliver him up by way 
of exchange. 

I went fo far with him» and fo 
did Captain Merlotte alfo, as to 
afiure bim^ that if the Spaniards 
fhould) by any ftratagem, or by 
force, get any of our men ; nay, 
though it were ourfelves, into their 
hands, yet he fliould upon no con- 
ditions whatever be delivered up. 
And indeed, for this very reafon we 
were very (hy of going on ftiore at 
all ; and as we had really no bufi- 
nefs any where but juft for water 
and frefh provifions, which we alfo 
had taken in a very good ftore of 
at Lima, fo we put in no where at 
all in the coaft of Peru, becaufe 
there we might have been more 
particularly liable to the imperti- 
nencies of the Spaniards enquiry : 

as 
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as to force, we were furnifbed not 
to be in the leafl appreheniiYe of 
that. 

Being thus, I lay^, reiblved to 
have no more to do with the coaft 
of Peru, we flood cflf to lea, and 
the firfl land we made wa$ a little 
unfrequented iflaod in the latitude 
of fevcnteen degrees thirteen mi- 
nutes, where our men went on 
fhore in the boats three or four 
times to catch tortoifes, or turtles^ 
being the firft we had met with 
fince we came from the Eaft In-* 
dies. And here they took fb inany» 
and had fuch a prodigious quantic^f 

^^ ^SS^ ^^^ ^^ them, that the whole 
company of both fhips lived on 
them till within four or five days 
of our coming to the ifland of Juan 
Fernandes, which was our next 
port. Some of thefe tortoifes were 
£o large and {o heavy, that no &n^ 
gle man could turn them, and 

ibme«^ 



ROUND THE WORLD, 1^7 

fometimes as much as four men 
could carry to the boats. 

Wc met with fomq bad weather 
after, thisy which ble# us off to 
fca; the wind blowing very bard at 
the South Eaft ; but it was not fo 
great a wind as to endanger us, 
though we loft fight of one ano- 
ther more in this ftorm, than we 
had done in all our voyage. How- 
ever, we were none of us in any 
great concern for it now, becaufe 
wc had agreed before, that if we 
ifaould lofe one another, we fhould 
make the beft of our way to the 
ifland of Juan Fernandes : and this 
wc obfervcd now fo dired:ly, that 
both of us (haping our courfe for 
the ifland, as foon as the ftorm a* 
bated, came in fight of one ano- 
ther long before we came thither, 
which proved very agreeable to ut 
all. ' 

We were, including the time of 
the ftorm, two hundred and eigh^ 

teeor 
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teen days from Lima to the Illand 
of Juan Fernandes, having moft of 
the time crofs contrary winds, and 
more bad i|ieather than is ufual in 
thofe feas : However, we were all 
in good condition, both fhips and 
men. 

Here we fell to the old trade of 
hunting of goats. And here our 
new dodtor fet fome of our men to 
fimpling, that is to fay, to gather 
fome phyfical herbs, which he let 
them fee afterwards were very well 
worth their while. Our furgeons 
aflifted, and faw the plants, but 
had never obferved the fame kind 
in England, They gave me the 
names of them ; and it is the only 
difcovery in all my travels which I 
have not referved (6 carefully as to 
publiih for the advantage of others, 
and which I regret the omiflion of 
very much. 

While we were here^ an odd ac- 
cident gave me fome uneafinefs, 

which^ 
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which, however, did not come to 
much. Early in the grey of the 
morning, little wind and a fmooth 
fea, a fmall frigate-built vefTel, un- 
der Spanifh colours, pennant fly- 
ing, appeared off at fea, at the o- 
pening of the North Eafl point of 
the ifland. As foon as fhe came 
fair with the road, fhe lay by, as 
if (he came to look into the port 
only; and when fhe perceived that 
we began to loofe our fails to fpeak 
with her, fhe flretched away to the 
Northward, arid then altering her 
courfe, ftood away North Eaft, u- 
ling oars to ailifl; her, and fo got 
away. 

Nothing could be more evident 
to us, than that fhe came to look 
at us, nor could we imagine any 
thing lefs ; from whence we im- 
mediately concluded, that we were 
difcovered, and that our taking a- 
way the dodtor had given a great 
alarm among the Spaniards (as in- 
deed 
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deed we afterwards came to under- 
ftand it had done). But we came 
a little while afterwards to a better 
underftanding about the frigate, 

I was fo uneafy about it, that I 
refolved to fpeak with her if poiS- 
ble; fo I ordered the Madagafcar 
/hip, which of the two was rather 
a better failer than our own, to 
ftand in diredtly to the Coaft of 
Chili, and then to ply to the North- 
ward, juft in fight of the (hore, 
fiil he came into the latitude of 
twenty -two; and if he faw no- 
thing in all that run, then to come 
down again diredlly into the lati-* 
tude of the ifland of Juan Fernan- 
des, but keeping the diftance of 
ten leagues off farther than before, 
and to ply off and on in that lati- 
tude five days ; and then, if he did 
not meet with me, to ftand in for 
the ifland. 

While he did this, I did the fame 
at the diftance of near fifty leagues 

from 
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from the (hore, being the diftancc 
•which I thought the frigate kept 
in as flie flood away from me. We 
made our cruife both of us very 
punAuallj ; I found him in the 
ftation we agreed on, and we both 
ftood into the road again, from 
whence we came. 

We no fooner made the road, 
but we faw the frigate, as I called 
her, with another fhip, at an an- 
chor in the fame road where ftie 
had feen us : And it was eafy to ,0ll 
that they were both of them in a 
great furprize and hurry at our ap- 
pearing, and that they were under 
fail ifi fo very little time, as that 
we eafily faw they had flipped their 
cables, or ctrt away their anchors. 
They fired guns twice, which we 
found was a fignal for their boats, 
which were on fliore, to come on 
board 5 and focn after we faw three 
boats go off to them, tho', as we 
underftood afterwards, they were 

obliged 
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obliged to leave fixteen or fcven- 
teen of their men behind them, 
vrho, being among the rocks catch- 
ing of goats, either did not hear 
the (ignals, or could not come to 
their boats time enough. 

When we faw them 10 this hur- 
ry, we thought it muft be fomc- 
thing extraordinary, and bore down 
upon them, having the weather- 

They were (hips of pretty good 
^fce, and full of men ; and when 
mcy faw we were refolved to fpeak 
with them, and that there was no 
getting away from us, they made 
ready to engage; and putting them- 
felves upon a wind, firft ftretching 
a-head to get the weather-gage of 
us, when they thought they were 
pretty well, boldly tacked, and lay 
Dy for us, hoifting the Englifli an* 
tient and union jack. 

We had our French colours out 
till now ; but being juft, as we 

thought. 
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thought, going to engage, I told 
Capt. Merlotte, I fcorned to hide 
what nation I was of when I came 
to fight for the honour of our 
Country ^ and, befides, as thefe 
people had fpread Engli(h colours, 
I ought to 4et them know what I 
was ; that if they were really Eng- 
lifb, and friends, we might not 
fight by miftake, and (hed the in- 
nocent blood of our own country* 
men ; and that if they were rogues, 
and counterfeited their being Eng- 
lifh, we (hould foon perceive it. 

However, when they faw us put 
out Englifh colours, they knew not 
what to think of it, but lay by a 
while to fee what we would do, I 
was as much puzzled as they, for 
as I came nearer, I thought they 
fcemed to be EngliHi fhips, as well 
by their bulk as by their way of 
working -, and as I came ftill near- 
er, I thought I could perceive fo 
plainly by my glaffes that they were 

Vol. IL I Englifli 
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Englifti feamen, that I made a fig- 
nal to our other ftiip, who had the 
van, and was juft bearing down 
upon them, to bring to; and I fent 
my boat to him, to know his opi- 
nion. He fent me word, he did 
believe them to be Bnglifli; and 
the more, ( faid he ) becaufe thqr 
could be no other nation but Eng- 
li(h or French, and the latter he 
was fure they were not ; but finqe 
we were the largeft (hips, and that 
they might as plainly fee us to be 
Englifh, as we could fee them, he 
faid, he was for fighting them, be- 
caufe they ought to let us have 
known who they were firft. How- 
ever, as I had fired a gun to bring 
him to, he lay by a little till wc 
Ipoke thus together. 

While this was doing wc could 
fee one of thtir boats come oflF with 
fix oars, and two men, (a lieutenant 
and a trumpeter it feems they were) 
fitting in the ilem^ and one of 

them 
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them holding up a flag of truce : 
We let them come forward, and 
when they came nearer, fo that we 
could hale them with a fpeaking 
trumpet, we afked them what coun* 
trymen they were ? And they anf- 
weredEngliihmen. Then we afk- 
ed them whence their fliip ? Their 
anfwer was from London. At 
which we bade them come on 
boards which they did; and we 
foon found that we were all coun- 
trymen and friends, and their boat 
went immediately back to let them 
know it. We found afterwards, 
that they were mere privateers, 
fitted out from London alfo, but 
coming laft from Jamaica ; and we 
let them know no other of our- 
felves ; but declined keeping com- 
pany, telling them, we were bound 
now upon traffick, and not for 
purchale ; that we had been at 
the Eaft Indies, had made feme 
prizes, and were going back thi- 

I 2 ther 
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thcr again. They told us they 
were come into the South Seas 
for purchafe, but that they had 
made little of it ; having heard 
there were three large French men 
of war in thofe feas, in the Spanifh 
fcrvice, which made them wifli 
they had not come about ; and 
that they were ftill very doubtful 
what to do. 

We affured them, we had been 
the heighth of Lima; and that 
we had not heard of any men of 
war ; but that we had paffed for 
fuch ourfelves, and perhaps were 
the (hips they had heard of; for 
that we were three fail at firft, 
and had fome times carried French 
colours. 

This made them very glad; for 
it was certainly fo, that we had 
pafled for three French men of 
war; and they were fo affured of 
it, that they went afterwards boldly 
up the coafl, and made feveral 

very 
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▼cry good prizes. We then found 
alfo, that it was one of thefe (hips 
that looked into the road as above, 
when we were here before, and 
feeing us then with French colours, 
took us for the men of war they 
had heard of: And they added, 
that when we came in upon them 
again, they gave themfclves up for 
loft men, but' were refolved to 
have fought it out to the laft, or 
rather to have funk by our fide, 
or blown themfelves up, than be 
taken. 

I was not at all forry that we 
had made this difcovery before wc 
engaged ; for the captains were 
two brave refolute fellows, and 
had two very good fhips under 
them, one of thirty-fix guns^ 
but able to have carried forty- 
four; the other, which we cal- 
led the frigate- built (hip, carried 
twenty -eight guns, and they were 
both full of men. Now, though 

I 3 we. 
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we fhould not have feared their 
force, yet my cafe differed from 
what it did at firft, for we had 
that on board that makes all men 
cowards, I mean money ; of which 
we had fuch a cargo as few Britifh 
fhips ever brought out of thofc 
feas ; and 1 was one of thofe that 
had now no occafion to run necd- 
lefs hazards ; fo that in fliort, I 
was as well pleafed without fight- 
ing as they could be: Befides, I 
had other projeds now in my head, 
and thofe of no lefs confequencc, 
thzn,^j[ planting a new world, and 
fettlingf-^ew kingdoms to the ho- 
nour and advantage of ray coun- 
try; and many a time I wifhed 
heartily, that all my rich cargo 
was fafe at London ; that my mer- 
chants were (haring the filver and 
gold, and the pearl among them- 
felves; and, that 1 was but fafc 
on fliore with a thoufand good fa- 
milies, upon the South of Chili, 

and 
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and about fifteen hundred good 
foldiers, and arms for ten thou- 
land more (of which by-and-by) 
and with the two (hips I had now 
with me, I would not fear all the 
power of the Spaniards; I mean, 
that they could bring againfl mc in 
the South Seas. 

I had all thefe things I Hiy, in 
my head already, though nothing 
like to what I had afterwards, 
when I faw farther into the mat- 
ter myfelf : However, thefe things 
made me very glad, that I had no 
occafion to engage thofe (hips. 

When we came thus to under- 
ftand ene another, we went all in- 
to the road together, and I invited 
the captains of the two privateers 
on board me, where 1 treated them 
with the beft I had ; though I had 
no great dainties now, having been 
£q long out of England. They 
invited me and Captain Merlotte, 
and the captain of the Madagafcar 

I 4 ihip> 
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fhip, in return, and indeed treated 
us very nobly. 

After this, we exchanged fome 
prefents of refrefliments, and par- 
ticularly, they fent me a hogChead 
of rum, which was very accepta- 
ble ; and I fent them in return, a 
runlet of arrack, excufing myfelf, 
that I had no great ftore. I fent 
them alfo the quantity of one hun- 
dred weight of nutmegs and cloves; 
but the moft agreeable prefent I 
fent them, was twenty pieces of 
Madagafcar dryed beef, cured in 
the fun, the like of which they 
had never feen or tafted before; 
and without queftion, it is fuch 
an excellent way of curing beef, 
that if I were to be at Madagaf- 
car again, I would take in a fuffici- 
ent quantity of beef fo preferved, 
to vidtual the whole fliip for the 
voyage; and I leave it as a direc- 
tion to all Englifh feamen that 

have 



\ 



k 



ROUND THE WORLD. 2ot 

Iiave occafion to ufe Eaft India 
voyages. 

I bought afterwards fix hogf- 
heads of rum of thefe privateers, 
for I found they were very well 
ilored with liquors, whatever elfe 
they wanted. 

• We ftayed here twelve or four- 
teen days, but took care, by a- 
greement, that our men fliould ne- 
ver go on fhore the fame days that 
their men went on fhore, or theirs 
when ours went ; as well to avoid 
their caballing together, as to avoid 
quarreling; though the latter was 
the pretence. We agreed alfo, not 
to receive on board any of our 
fhips refpedively any of the crews 
belonging to the other : And this 
was their advantage, for if we would 
have given way to that, half their 
men, would, for aught 1 know,. 
have come over to us. 

While we lay here, one of them 
went a cruizing, finding the wind 

I 5 fair 
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fair to run in for the fliore, and 
in about five days fhe came back 
with a Spaniih prize^ laden with 
mealy cocoa, and a large ^uantitjr 
of bifcuit^ ready baked; ihe was^ 
bound to Lima, from Baldivia, or 
fome port nearer; I do not re- 
member exadlly, which : They 
had fome gold on board, but not 
much, and had bought their ladr- 
ing at St. Jago. As foon as we 
faw them coming in with a prize 
in tow, we put out our French 
colours, and gave notice to the 
privateers, that it was for their 
advantage that we did fo;.and fb 
indeed it was, for it would prc- 
fently have alarmed all the coua« 
try, if fuch a fleet of privateers 
had appeared on the coaft. We 
prevailed with them to give us 
their Spanifh prifoners,' and to al- 
low us to fet them on fhore; I 
having affured them I would not 
land them till I came to Baldivia, 

nor 
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iior fuffer them to have the leaft 
corrcfpondcnce with any body till 
they came thither ; the iaid Spani* 
ards alfo giving their parole ot ho- 
oour^ not to give any account of 
their being taken, till fourteen 
»days after they vsrere on fhore. 

This being the fartheft port 
South which the Spaniards are 
mafters of in Chili^ or indeed on 
the whole continent of America, 
they could not defire me to carry 
them any farther : They allowed 
us a quantity of meal and cocoa 
out of their booty, for the fubfift- 
cnce of the prlfoners, and I bought 
a larger quantity befides, there being 
more than they knew haw to ftow ^ 
and they did not refolve to keep 
the Spani(h fliip which they took ; 
by this means, I was doubly flock- 
ed with flower and bread ; but as^ 
the firfl: was very good, and well 
packed in caflcs and very good 
jars, it received no injury. 

I 6 We 



204 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

We bought alfo fome of their 
cocoa, and made chocolate till our 
men gorged themfelves with it, and 
would have no more. 

Having furni{hed ourfelves here 
with goats flefh, as ufual, and takr 
en in water fufficient, we left Juan 
Fernandes, and faw the cruifers go 
out the fame tide, they fleering 
North North Eaft, and we South 
South Eaft. They faluted us at 
parting, and we bade them good- 
bye in the fame language. 

While we were now failing fof 
the coaft of Chili, with fair wind 
and pleafant weather, my Spanifti 
doctor came to me, and told me, 
he had a piece of news to acquaint 
me with, which he faid, he be- 
lieved would pleafe me very well ; 
and this was, that one of the Span- 
ifh prifoners was a planter, as it is 
Called in the Weft Indies, or a 
farmer as we (hould call it in Eng- 
land, of Villa-Rica, a town built 

by 
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by the Spaniards near the foot of 
the Andes, above the towii 
of Baldivia ; and that he had 
entered into difcourfe with him 
upon the fituation of thofe hills, 
the nature of the furface, the ri- 
vers, hollows, paffages into them, 
&c. whether theref were any valleys 
within the hills, of what extent, 
how watered, what cattle, what 
people, how difpofed, and the like; 
and, in fliort, if there was any way 
of paffing over the Andes, or hills 
above-mentioned ; and he told me, 
in few words, that he found hiiii 
to be a very honeft, frank, open 
fort of a perfon, who feemed to 
fpeak without referve, without the 
leaft jealoufy or apprehenfion ; and 
that, he believed I might have an 
ample difcovery from him of all 
that 1 defired to know. 

I was very glad of this news ; 
and, at my requeft, it was not ma- 
ny hours before he brought the 

Spaniard 
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Spaniard into the great cabin ta 
me, where I treated him very ci- 
villy, and gave him opportunity fe* 
veral times to fee himfelf very v^ell 
ufed ; and indeed all the Spaniards- 
in the fhip were very thankful for 
my bringing them out of the hands 
of the privateers, and took all oc* 
caiions to let us fee it. 

I faid little the firft time, but 
difcourfed in general of America,, 
of the greatnefs and opuleacy of 
the Spaniards there; the infinite 
wealth of the country, &c. and I 
remember well, difcouriing once of 
the great riches of the Spaniards in 
America, the filver mines of Po- 
tofi, and other places,, he turned 
fhort upon me, fmiling, and faid,. 
we Spaniards are the worft nation 
in the world that fuch a treafure as 
this could have belonged to; for 
if it had fallen into any other hands 
than ours, they would have fearch- 
ed farther into it before now. I 

afked 
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afkcd him, what he meant by that ? 
and added, I thought they had 
iearched it thoroughly enough ; for 
that I believed no other nation in the 
world could ever have fpread fuch 
Tail doniinionSy and planted a coun« 
' try of fuch a prodigious extent ^ 
they having not only kept poilef- 
fion of it» but maintained the go- 
vernment alfo, and even inhabited 
it> with only a few people. 

Perhaps, feignior, fays he, you 
think, notwithftanding that opi- 
nion of yours, that we have many 
more people of our nation in New 
Spain than we have. I do not know, 
£ud I, how many you may have; 
but if I fliould believe you have 
ajs many here as in Old Spain, it 
would be but a few in comparifon 
of the infinite extent of the king 
of Spain's dominions in America* 
And then, replied he, I aflure you, 
feignior, there is not one Spaniard 
to a thoufand acres of land, take 

one 
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one place with another, through- 
out J^few Spain. 

Very well, faid. I, then I think 
the riches and wealth of America 
is very well fearched, in compari- 
fon to the number of people you 
have to fearch after it. No, fays 
he, it is not neither ; for the great-- 
eft number of our people live in 
that part where the wealth is not 
the greateft ; and where even the 
governor and viceroy, enjoying a 
plentiful and luxurious ^ life, they 
take no thought for the encreafe, 
either of the king's revenues ot the 
national wealth. This he fpoke of 
the city of Mexico,^ whofe great- 
nefs, and the number of its inha- 
bitants, he faid, was a difeafe to the 
reft of the body. And what think 
you, feign ior, faid he, that in that 
one city, where there is neither fil- 
ver nor gold but what is brought 
from the mountains of St. Clara, 
the mines at St. Auguftine's and 

our 
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our Lady^ fomc of which arc an 
hundred leagues from it, and yet 
there are more Spaniards in Mexico 
than in both thofe two prodigious 
empires of Chili and Peru ? 

I feemed not to believe him ; 
and indeed I did not believe him 
dt firft, till he returned to me with 
a queftion. Pray, feignior Capi- 
tain, fays he, how many Spaniards 
do you think there may be in this 
vaft country of Chili ? I told him^ 
I could make no guefs of the num- 
bers ; but, without doubt, there 
were many thoufands, intimating^ 
that I might fuppofe near an hun- 
dred thoufand. At which he laugh- 
ed heartily, and affured me, tnat 
there were not above two thoufand 
five hundred in the whole king- 
dom, befides women and children, 
and fome few foldiers, which they 
looked upon as nothing to inhabi- 
tants, becaufe they were not fettled 
any where* 

I was 
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I was indeed furprizcd^ and be. 
gan to name feveral large places, 
which I thought had iingly more 
Spaniards in them than what he 
talked of. He prefently ran over 
fome of them ; and naming Baldi- 
via firfl, as the moil Southward, 
he aiked me, how many I thought 
were there? And I told him, about 
three hundred families. He fmil* 
ed, and afTured me, there were not 
a,bove three or four and fifty fami- 
lies in the whole place, and about 
twenty -five foldiers j although it 
was. a fortification and a frontier. 
At Villa Rica, or the Rich Town, 
where he lived, he faid, there might 
be about fixty families, and a lieu-- 
tenant with twenty foldiers. In a 
word, we paffed over the many pla- 
ces between, and came to the ca- 
pital St. Jago, where after I had 
fuppofed there were five thoufand 
Spaniards, he protefted to me, there 
were not above eight hundred, in- 
cluding 
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eluding the viceroy's courts and in« 
eluding the families at Valparaifo, 
^which is the fea port^ and exclud- 
ing only the foldiers^ which^ as he 
£iidy being the capital of the whole 
kingdom, might be about two hun- 
dred, and excluding the religious, 
who, he added, laughing, figniiied 
nothing to the planting a country, 
for they neither cultivated the land 
nor increafed the people. 

Our dodtor, who was our inter- 
preter, fmiled at this, but merrily 
jCdd, that was very true, or ought 
to be fo ; intimating, that though 
the priefts do not cultivate dhe 
land, yet they might chance to in- 
creafe the people a little; but that 
was by the way. As to the num- 
ber of inhabitants at St. Jago, the 
doftor agreed with him, and faid,^ 
he believed he had faid more than 
there were, rather than lefs. 

As to the kingdom or empire of 
Peru, in which there are many 

confider- 
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confiderable cities and places of 
note, fuch as Lima^ Qaitto, Cuf- 
co la Plata^ and others ; there are 
befides^ a great number of towns 
on the fea coafts, fuch as port A- 
rica, St. Miguel, Prayta, Guya- 
quil, Truxillo, and many others. 
He anfwered that it was true, 
that the city of Lima, with 
the town of Callao, was much 
increafed within a few years ; and 
particularly of late, by the fettling 
of between three and four hundred 
Fretjch there, who came by the 
king of Spain's licence; but that 
before the coming of thofe gen- 
tlemen, at which he fhook his 
head, the country was richer, tho' 
the inhabitants were not fo many; 
and that, take it as it was now, 
there could not be reckoned above 
fifteen hundred families of Spani- 
ards, excluding the foldiers and 
the clergy, which, as above, he 

reckoned 
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reckoned notMng as to the plant- 
ing of the country. 

We came then to difcourfe of 
the filver mines at Potofi^ and here 
he fuppofed, as I did alfo, a very 
great number of people ; but Seig- 
nior, fays he, what people is it 
you are fpeaking of? There are 
many thoufands of fervants, but 
few mafters ; there is a garrifon 
of four hundred foldiers, always 
kept in arms and in good order^ 
to fecure the place, and keep the 
negros and criminals who work 
in the mines in fubjeftion; but, 
that there were not befides five 
hundred Spaniards, that is to fay 
men, in the whole place and its 
adjacents. So that in fhort, he 
would not allow above feven 
thoufand Spaniards in the whole 
empire of Peru, and two thoufand 
five hundred in Chili ; at the fame 
time allowing twice as many as 

both 
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both thefe in the iity of Mexico 
only. 

After this difcourfe was over, 
I afked him what he inferred from 
it, as to the wealth of the coun- 
try not being difcovered ? He anf- 
wered, it was evident that it was 
for want of people that the wealth 
of the country lay hid ; that there 
was infinitely more lay unenquired 
after, than had yet been known ; 
that there were feveral mountains 
in Peru equally rich in iilver with 
that of Potofi ; and as for Chili^ 
iays he, and the country where 
we live, there is more gold at this 
time in the mountains of the An- 
des, and more eafy to come at, 
than in all the world befides : Nay, 
fays he, with fome paffion, there 
is more gold every year wafhed 
down out of the Andes of Chili 
into the fea and loft there, than 
all the riches that go from New 

Spain 
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Spain to Europe in twenty yjpars 
amount to. 

This difcourfe fired my imagina- 
tion, you may be fure, and I re- 
newed it upon all occafions, taking 
more or lefs time every day to talk 
with this Spaniard upon the fubjcd: 
of cultivation of the lands, im* 
prbvement of the country, and the 
like ; always making fuch enquiries 
into the flate of the mountains of 
the Andes, as beft fuited my pur- 
pofe, but yet fo as not to give him 
the leaft intimation of my defign. 

One day, converfing with him 
again about the great riches of the 
country, and of the mountains and 
rivers, as above, I aiked him, that 
feeing the place was fo rich, why 
were they not all princes, or as 
rich as princes, who dwelt there ? 
He fhook his head, and faid, it 
was a great reproach upon them 
many ways ; and when I prefled 
him to explain himfelf, he anf- 

wered. 
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w^ed, it was occafioned by two 
things, namely, pride and floth. — 
Seignior, iays he, we have fo much 
pride that we have no avarice, and 
we do not covet enough to make 
us work for it. We walk about 
fometimes, fays he, on the banks 
of the ftreams that come down 
from the mountains, and if we fee 
a bit of gold lie on the (here, it 
may be we will voucbfafe to lay off 
our cloak and ftep forward to take 
it up ; but if we were fure to car- 
ry hom§ as much as we could ftand 
under, we would not ftrip and go 
to work in the water, to wafh it 
out of the fand ; or take the pains 
to get it together ; nor, perhaps, 
difhonour ourfelves fo much as to 
be feen carrying a load, no, not for 
all the value of the gold itfelf, 

I laughed then indeed, and told 
him, he was difpofed to jeft with 
his countrymen, or to fpeak ironi- 
cally; meaning, that they did not 

take 



ROUND THE WORLD. 217* 

tak^ fo much pains as was requir* 
eid, to make them effect ually rich ; 
but thaty I fuppofedy he would 
not have me underfland him as he 
ipoke« He faid^ I might under- 
ftand as favoOrably as I pleafed»' 
but I fhould find the fadt to be 
true, if I would go up with him 
to Villa Rica, when I came to Bal- 
divia ; and with that^ he made his 
compliment to me^ and invited me 
to his houie. 

I aiked him with a con licentia. 
Seignior^ that is, with pardon for 
fo much freedom, that if he lived 
in^fo rich a country^ and where 
there was fo inexhauflible a trea- 
fure of gold, how he came to fall 
into this ilate of captivity ? and 
what made him venture himfelf 
u^on the fea to fall into the hands 
of pirates? 

He anfwered, that it was on the 
very foot of what he had been com- 
plaining of; and that having feem 

Vox. II. K fo 
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£o much of the wealth of the coun- 
try he lived in, and having re- 
proached himfelf with that very 
indolence v. hich he now blamed all 
his countrymen for, he had refblv-* 
ed, in conjund:ion with two of his 
neighbours the Spaniards^ and men 
of good fubflance, to fet to work 
in a place in the mountains where 
they had found fbme gold, and had 
ieen much wafhed down by the 
water, and to find what might be 
done in a thorough fearch after the 
fund or mine of it, which they 
were fure was not far of; and that 
he was g'^ing to Lima, and from 
thence 'f he could not be fupplied, 
to Panama, to buy negroes for the 
work, that they might carry it on 
with the better fuccefs. 

This was a feeling difcourfe to 
me, and made fuch an impreiiion 
on me, that I fccretly refolved, 
that when I came to Baldivia, I 
would go up with this lincere Spa- 
niard 
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nlard (for fo I thought him to be, 
and {6 I found him) and would be 
an cye-witncfs to the difcovery, 
which I thought was made to my 
hand, and which I found now, 
I' could make more effedtual than 
by all the attempts I was like to 
ndake by fecond hand. 

From this time I treated the 
Spaniard with nK>re than ordinary 
coortely, and told him, if I was 
not captain of a great fhip, and 
had a cargo upon me of other 
gentlemen s eflates^ he had faid 
£6 much of thofe things, that 
I fhould be tempted to give him a 
vifit, as he defired, and fee thofe 
wonderful mountains of the An-- 
des. 

He told me, that if I would do 
him fo much honour, I (bould not 
be obliged to any long ftay; that 
he would ;procure mules for me at 
Baldivia^ and that I fhould go not 
jto his houfe only^ but to the moun-> 

K. 2 tain 
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tain itfelf^ and fee all that I defir* . 
ed, and be back again in fourteen 
days at the fartheft. I (hook my head^ 
as if it could not be, but he never 
left importuning me ; and once or 
twice, as if I had been afraid to 
venture myfelf with him, he told 
me, he would fend for his two 
fons, and leave them in the £hip 
as hoftages for my fafety. 

I was fully fatisfied as to that 
point, but did not let him know 
my mind yet; but every day we 
dwelt upon the fame fubje£t, and 
I travelled through the mountains 
and valleys fo duely in every day's 
difcourfe with him, that when I 
afterwards came to the places we 
had talked of, it was as if I had 
looked over them in a map be- 
fore. 

I afked him, if the Andes were 
a mere wall of mqun tains, conti- • 
guous and without intervals and 
^aces like a fortification or bouii- 1 

dary 
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dary to a country ? Or, whether 
they lay promifcuous and diftant 
from one another ? And, whether 
there lay any way over them into 
the country beyond ? 

He fmiled when I talked of go- 
ing over them : he told me, they 
were fo infinitely high, that no 
human creature could live upon 
the top; and withal fo fleep and 
fo frightful, that if there was even 
a pair of ftairs up on one fide, 
and down on the other, no man 
would dare to mount up, or ven- 
ture down. 

But that, as for the notion of 
the hills being contiguous, like a 
wall that had no gates, that was atl 
fabulous ; that there were feveral 
fair entrances in among the moun- 
tains, and large, pleafant and fruit- 
ful valleys among the hills, with 
pleafant rivers and numbers of in- 
habitants, and cattle and proviiions 
of all forts ; and that fome of the 

K 3 moii 
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moft delightful places to live in, 
that were in the whole world, 
were among the valleys, in the 
very center of the higheft and moft 
dreadful mountains. 

Well, faid I, Seignior, but how 
do they go out of one valley into 
another ? And whither do they go 
at laft? He anfwered me, thofe 
valleys are always full of pleafan,t 
rivers and brooks, Avhich fall froo^ 
the hills, and are formed generally 
into one principal flream to every 
vale I and that as thefe mufl have 
their outlets on one fide of thfi 
hills, or on the other, fo follpwing 
the courfe of thofe ftreams, pne is 
always fure to find the way out of 
one valley into another, and at laft, 
out of the whole into the opeo 
country ; fo that it was very fre- 
quent to pafs from one fide to, 
the other of the whole body of 
the mountains, and not go much 
higher up hill or down hill, com-* 
pared to the hills m other places. 

It 
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It was true, he faid, there was no 
abrupt vifible parting in the moun- 
tains, that (hould Iccm like a way 
cut through from the bottom . to 
the top, which would be, indeed, 
frightful; but that as they pafs 
from fome of the valleys to others, 
there are accents and defcents, wind- 
ings and turnings, flopeing up, and 
ilopeiog down, where we may ft and 
on thole little ridges,, and fee the 
waters on one fide run to the Weft:> 
and on the other fide,^ to the Eaft. 

I afked him, what kind of a 
country was on the other fide ? 
and how long time it would take 
up to^ go through from one fide to 
the other ? He told me, there were 
ways, indeed, that were more- 
mountaiiious and uneafy, in whlcb 
men kept upon the fides or decli- 
vity of the hills; in which the 
Batives would go, and guide others 
to go, and fo might pafs the whole 
ridge of the Andes in eight or nine 

B. ^ daxs ;, 
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days; but that thofe ways wer© 
cfteemed very difmal, lonely and 
dangerous, becaufe of wild beafts ; 
but that through the valleys, the 
way was eafy and pleafant, and per- 
feftly fafe, only farther about 5 and 
ihat thofe ways a man might be 
£bcteen or feventeen days going 
through. 

I laid up all this in my hearty 
to make ufe of as I fhould have oc- 
cafion; but I acknowledged^ that 
it was furprizing to me, as it was (o 
perfe<5lly agreeing with the notion 
that I always entertained of thofe 
mountains, of the riches of them, 
the facility of accefs to and from 
them, and the eafy paflagefrom one 
fide to another. 

The next difcourfe I had with 
him upon this fubje<ft, I began 
thus ; Well, Seignior, faid I, we are 
now come quite through the val- 
leys and paflages of the Andes, and„ 
methinks, I fee a vaft open country 

before 
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before me on the other fide ; pray 
fell me, have you ever been fo far 
as to look into that part of the 
worlds and what kind of a country 
it is? 

He anfwered gravely, that he 
had been far enough feveral times, 
to look at a diftance into the vail 
country I fpoke of; and fuch in- 
deed it is, faid he; and as we 
come upong the rifmg part of the 
hills, we fee a great way, and a 
country witliout end; but as to^ 
any defcriptions of it, I can fay 
But little, added he, only this, that 
it is a very fruitful country on that 
fide next the hills '^ What it is far- 
ther, I know not. 

I afkcd him, if there v^ere any 
confiderable rivers in it ? and which 
way they generally run?. He faid^. 
it could not be, but that fronv £uch 
a ridge of mountains as the Andes, 
there muft be: a great many rivers 
•n that fide, as there were .ap-- 

K 5: parcntly 
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garcntly on this 5 and that, as the 
country was infinitely larger, and 
their courfe, in proportion longer, 
it would neceffarily follow, that 
thofe fmall rivers would run one 
into another, and fo form great 
xiavigable rivers, as was the cafe 
in the Rio de la Plata, which ori- 
ginally fprung from the fame hills, 
about the city La Plata in Peru, 
and fwallowing up all the ftreams 
of !efs note, became, by the mere 
length of its courfe, one of the 
^reateft rivers in the world : That» 
as he obferved, moft of thofe rivers 
lan rather South Eaftward^ than 
Northward, he believed they raa 
away to the fea, a great way far- 
ther to the South, than the Rio de 
la Plata; but as to what part of 
the coaft they might come to the 
fea in, that he knew nothing of. 

This account was fo rational 
that nothing could be more; and. 
was indeed^ extremely iatisfii£tory» 

It' 
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£t was alfo very remarkable^ that 
this agreed exadtly with the ac- 
eounts before given me by tli& 
two Chilian Indians^ or natives,. 
which I had on board,, and with- 
whom I dill continued to difcoorfc 
as occaiion prefented; but whom- 
at this time, I removed into the 
Madagafcar drip, to make room for 
thefe Spani(h priibners« 

I obferved the Spaniard waa made 
veiy &niibie by my doftor of the- 
obligation both he and his fellow— 
prifbners were under to me, in my 
perfuading the privateers to fet them^ 
at liberty,, and in undertaking to- 
oarry them home to that paSrt of 
Spain from, whence they came; for 
ai they' had: loft their cargo, their 
voyage fecmedvtobe at an end. The- 
fenfe oflthe favour, I fay, which I 
Had done him, and was ftill doing 
himj, in the civil treatment which? 
tgave him^ made this gentleman, 
for.fuch he was in himfelf, and im 

K. 6^ hi& 
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his difpofitiony whatever he was by 
family y for that I knew nothing of ^ 
I fay, it made him exceeding im- 
portunate with me, and with' my 
doAor, who fpoke Spanifh perfedUy 
well, to go with him to VUla Rica. 

I made him no promife, but 
talked at a diftance; I told him^ if 
he had lived by thefea, and I could 
have failed to his door in my fhip, 
I would have made him a vifit. He 
returned, that he wiQied he could 
«D9Lke the river of Baldivia naviga- 
ble for me, that I might bring my 
0iip up to his door, and he would 
venture to fay, that neither I, nor 
any of my fhip's company, fliould 
ftarve vv^hile we were with him. la 
rfie interval of thefe difcourfes, I 
afked my do^or his opinion, whcr 
ther he thought I might truft this 
Spaniard, if I had a mind to go up 
and fee the country for a few days ? 

Seignior, fays he, the Spaniards 
are, in fome refpeds^ the worft na- 
tion 
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tion under the fun ; they are cruel, 
inexorable, uncharitable, voracious, 
and, in feveral cafes, treacherous ; 
but in two things, they are to be 
depended upon beyond all the na-* 
tions in the world ; that is to fay, 
when they give their honour to per- 
form any things and when they 
have a return to make for any fa- 
vour received : and here he enter- 
tained me with a long ftory of a 
merchant of Carthagen a, w^ho, in a 
Hoop, was (hipwrecked at fea, and 
was taken up by an Englifh mer- 
chant, on board a (hip bound to 
London from Barbadoes, or feme 
other of our iflands; that the Eng- 
lifti merchant, meeting another 
EngliQi (hip bound to Jamaica, 
put the Spani(h merchant on board 
him, paia him for his paiTage^ and 
defired him to fet him on fhore on 
the Spanifh coaft, as near to Car* 
thagenaas he could. This Spaniili 
merchant could never reft till he 

found 
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found means to fhip himfelf fronr 
Carthagena to the Havanah, on the 
galleons ; from thence to Cadiz ia 
Old Spain ; and from thence to 
London^ to find out the Engliih 
merchant, and make him a preient 
to the value of a thoufand piftoles^ 
for faving his life, and for his civi- 
lity in returning him to Jamaica,. 
&c. Whether the ftory was true or 
not, his inference from it was juft,, 
naniely, that a Spaniard never for- 
got a kindnefs ;. but lake it withal^ 
iays the doftor, that I believe it ia' 
as muchr the effed: of their pride,, 
as of their virtue ^ for at the fame- 
time, f^id he, they, never forget am 
ill turn,^ any more than they do ax 
good one ; and they frequently in- 
tail their enmities on their fami«- 
lies, and profecute the revenge fromi 
one generation to another; fo thatr 
the heir has, with the eftatc of his- 
anceftors, all the family broils^ uponr^ 
bis hands, as, he comes to his eftat&w 

From^ 
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From all this he inferred, that as 
this Spaniard found himfd'^ib very 
much obliged to me, I might de- 
pend upon it, that he had fo much 
pride in him> that if he could pull 
down the Andes for me to go 
through, and I wanted it, he 
would do. it for me ; and that no- 
thing would be a greater fatisfuc- 
tion to him, than to find fome way 
or other how to requite me. 

All thefe difcourfes fhortened our 
voyage, and we arrived fair and 
fottly (for it was very good wea- 
ther, and little wind) at Tucapel, 
or the river Imperial, within ten 
leagues of Baldivia, that is to fay, 
of Cape Bonifacio,^ which is the 
North point of the entrance into 
the river of Baldivia; and here 1 
took one of the moft unaccounta- 
ble, and I muft needs acknowledge,, 
unjuftifiabie refolutions,. that ever 
any commander intrufted with ai^ 
ihip of fuch force, and a cargo of 

foch 
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fuch confequence, adventured up- 
on befc^j and which I, by no 
means^ recommend to any com- 
mander of any fhip to imitate ; and 
this was, to venture up into the 
country above one hundred and 
fifty miles from my (hip, leaving^ 
the fuccefs of the whole voyage^ 
the eftates of my employers, and 
the richeft ftiip and cargo, that 
ever came out of thofe feas, to the 
care and fidelity of two or three 
men. Such was the unfatisfied 
thirft of new difcoveries^ which I 
brought out of England with me^ 
and which I nourifhed at all ha- 
zards, to the end of the voy- 
age. 

However, though I condemn 
myfelf in the main, for the raih-* 
liefs of the undertaking,, yet let 
me do myfelf fo much juftice, as 
to leave it on record too, that I 
did not run this rifque without alt 

needful: 
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needful precautions for the fafety 
of the fliip and cargo. 

And firft, I found out a fafe 
place for the (hips to ride ; and 
this, neither in the river of Tuca- 
pcl, nor in the river of Baldivia, 
but in an opening or inlet of vs^ater 
without a name, about a league to 
the South of Tucapel, embayed 
and fecured from almoft all the 
winds that could blow : Here the 
ihips lay cafy, with water enough, 
having ^^bout eleven fathoms good 
holding "ground, and about half a 
league from fhore. 

1 left the Supercargo and my 
chief mate, alfo a kinfman of my 
own, a true failor, who had been a 
midfhipman, but was now a lieute- 
nant : I fay, to thofe I left the 
command of both my ihips, but 
with exprefs orders not to ftir, 
nor unmoor, upon any account 
whatever, unavoidable accidents ex- 
cepted, until my return; or until, 
. if 
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if I {hould die, they (hould hear 
of that event; no, though they 
were to ftay there fix months, for 
they had provifions enough, and an 
excellent place for watering lay juft 
by them ; and I made all the men 
fwear to me, that they would make 
no mutiny or diforder, but obey my 
faid kinfman in one fhip, and the. 
Supercargo in the other, in all 
things, except removing from that 
place ; and that if they (hould 
command theni to ftir from thence,, 
they would not Ip much as toi^ch 9 
fail or a rope for the purpofe. 

When I had made aJl Jthefe con- 
ditions, and told my men, that tho 
defign I went upon was for the 
good of their voyage, for the fer^ 
vice of the owners, and fliould, if 
it fucceeded, be for all their ad- 
vantages, 1 afked them if they were 
all willing I (hould go ? To which 
they all anfwered, that they were 
very willing, and would take tho 
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fame care of the ihips, and of all 
things belonging to them, as if I 
were on board. This encouraged 
me greatly, and I now refolvcd no- 
thing (hould hinder me. 

Having thus concluded every 
thing, then, and not till then, X 
told my Spaniard, that I had al#> 
moA refolvcd to go along with 
him; a;t which he appeared exceed- 
ingly pleafed, and ind^d, in a fur- 
prize of joy. I {hould have faid,, 
that before I told him this, I had 
iet all the reft of the prifoners on 
fhore, at their own requeft, juft 
between the port of Tucapel an4 
ijje bay of the Gonceptioq. e^ceptr 
ing two men, who, as he told me, 
lived in the open country beyond 
Baldivia, and, as. he obferved, were 
tery glad to be fet on (hore with 
him, fo to travel home, having loft 
what little they had in the (liip, 
and to whom he communicated 
nothing of the difcourfe we had io 

frequently 
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frequently held, concerning the af- 
fair of the mountains. 

I alfo difmifled now the two 
Chilian Indians, but not without a 
very good reward, proportioned to 
not their trouble and time only, 
but proportioned to what I feem- 
ed to expedt of them, and filling 
them ftill with expectations, that 
I would come again, and take a 
journey with them into the moun- 
tains. 

And now it became neccffary, 
that I (hould ufe the utmof): free- 
dom with my new friend the Spa- 
niard, being, as I told him, to put 
my life in his hands, and the prof- 
perity of my whole adventure, both 
Ihip and fliip's company. 

He told me, he was fenfible that 
I did put my life into his hands'^ 
and that it was a very great token 
of my confidence in him, even fuch 
a one, that he, being a ftranger to 
me, had no reafon to expeft; but 

he 
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he defired me to confider, that he 
was a chriftian — not a favage ; that 
he was one, I had laid the highcft 
obligation upon, in voluntarily tak- 
ing him out of the hands of the 
freebooters, where he might have 
lod his life. And, in the next 
place, he faid, it was fome recom- 
mendation, that he was a gen- 
tleman, and that I fhould find him 
to be a man of honour; and, 
laftly, that it did not appear, that 
he could make any advantage of 
me, or that he could get any thing 
by ufing me ill ; and if even that 
was no argument, yet I fhould 
find, when I came to his houfe, 
that he was not in a condition to 
want any thing, that might be 
gained, fo much as to procure it 
by fuch a piece of villany and 
treachery^ as to betray and deftroy 
the man who had faved his life, 
and brought him out of the hands 
of the devil, fafe to his country 

and 
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and family, when he might havfe 
been carried away, God knows whi- 
ther. But, to conclude all, he de- 
lired me to accept the offer he had 
made me at fea (viz.) That he 
would fend for his two fons, and 
leave them on board the (hip as 
hoftages for my fafety, and defired 
they might be ufed on board no 
otherwife than I was ufed with him 
in the country. 

I was afhamed to accept fuch an 
offer as this ; but he preifed it ear- 
neflly, and importuned the dod:or 
to move me to accept it, telling 
him, that he (hould not be ealy if 
I did not I fo, that, in (hort, the 
doctor advifed me to agree to it; 
and accordingly he hired a meffen- 
ger and a mule, and fent away for 
}\is two fons to come to him; and 
fuch expedition the mcflehger made, 
that in fix days he returned with 
the two fons, and three fervants, 
all on horfeback. His two fons 

were 
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were very pretty well behaved 
youtKs, who appeared to be gen- 
tlemen in their very countenances ; . 
the eldeft was about thirteen years 
old, and the other about eleven. 
I treated them on board, as I had 
done their father, with all poflible 
fefpe<fl ; and having entertained 
them two days, left order, that 
they jfhould be treated in the fame 
manner when I was gone; and to 
this I added aloud (that their fa- 
ther might hear it) that whenever 
they had a mind to go away, they 
fhould let them go : But their fa- 
ther laid a great many folemn 
charges upon them, that they 
fhould not ftir out of the (hip till 
I came back fafe ; and that I gave 
thetn leave; and he made them 
promife, that they would not ; and 
the young gentlemen kept their 
word fo pund:ually, that when our 
fupercargo, whom I left in com- 
mand, offered to let them go on 

fhore 
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{hore feveral times, to divert them 
with (hooting and hunting, they 
would not ftir out of the fbip, and 
did not, till I came back again. 

Having gone this length, and 
made every thing ready for my ad- 
venture, we fet out, viz. Captain 
Merlotte, the Spanifti dodtor, the 
old mutineer who had been my fe- 
cond matte, but who was now cap- 
tain of the Madagafcar (hip, and 
myfelf, with two mid(hip-men, 
whom we took as fprvants, but 
whom I refolved to make the di- 
redlors of the main enterprize. As 
to the number, I found my Spa- 
niard made no fcruple of that, if 
it had hccTi half my £hip*s com- 
pany • 

We fet our, fome on horfes, and 
ibme on mules, as we could get 
them, but the Spaniard and myfelf 
rode on two very good horfes, be- 
ing the fame that his two fons. 
came on. We arrived at a. noble 

country 
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country &at about a league (hort 
of the town, where, at fir ft, I 
thought we had been only to put 
in for refre(hment ; but I foon 
found, that it was really his dwel- 
ling-houfe, and where his family 
and fervants relided* 

Here we were received like 
princes » and with as much cere- 
mony as if he had been a prince 
that entertained us : The major 
domo^ or fteward of his houfe, 
received us, took in our baggage, 
and ordered our two fcrvants ^to be 
taken care of. 

It is fuiiicient to fay, that the 
Spaniard did all that pride and of- 
ten tation was capable of infpiring 
hir^ with, to entertain us ; and the 
truth is, he could not have lived in 
a country in the world more capa- 
ble of gratifying his pride; for 
here, without any thing uncom- 
mon, he was able to fliew more 
gold plate, than .many good fami- 

VoL. II. L lie?^ 
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lies, in^our country, have of filver; 
and as for filver, it quite eclipfed 
the appearance, or rather took a- 
way the very ufe of pewter, of 
which, we did not fee one veflel, 
no, not in the meaneft part of his 
houfe: It is true, I believe, the 
Spaniard had not a piece of plate, 
or of any houfhold furniture, which 
we did npt fee, except what be* 
longed to the apartment of his 
wife ; and . it is to be obferved, 
that the women never appeared, 
except at a diftance, and in the 
gardens, and then being under 
veils, we could not know the 
lady from her women> or the maids 
from the miftrefs. 

We were lodged every one^in 
feparate apartments, very well fur- 
iiifhed, but two of them very nobly 
indeed; though all the materials 
for furniture muft be there at an 
cxceffive price. The way of lodg- 
ing upon quilts, and in beds, made 

pavillion- 
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pavillion-wife, after the Spanifli* 
cuftom, I need not defcribe; bur 
it furprized me to fee the rooms 
hung with very rich tapeftries, in 
a part of the world where they 
muft coft fo dear. 

We had Chilian wine ferved us 
up in round gold cups, and water 
in large iilver decanters, that held, 
at Icaft, five quarts a piece; thefe 
flood in our chamber. Our cho- 
colate was brought us tip in the 
fame manner, in deep cups, all of 
gold, and it wa^ made in veffels all 
of filver. 

It would te tirefome to the rea- 
der to particularize my account 
with the relation of aU the fine 
things our hofl had in his houfe, 
and I could not be perfuaded, but 
that he had borrowed all the plate 
in the town to furnifli out his fide- 
board and tablej but my doftor 
told me, it was nothing but what 
was very ufual among them that 

L 2 were 



!H4 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

were men of any fubftance, as it 
was apparent he was; and that the 
iilver-fmiths at St. Jago fupplled 
tliem generally with their plate 
ready wrought in exchange (with 
allowance for the quality) for the 
gold which they found in the 
mountains^ or in the brooks and 
flreams which came from the 
mountains, into which the hafly 
ihowers of winter rain frequently 
wafhed down pretty large lumps; 
iand others, which were fmaller, 
they waihed out of the fands by 
the ordinary methods of wafliing 
of ore. 

I was better fatisfied in this par- 
ticular, when, the. next day, talk- 
ing to our new landlord about the 
mountains, and the wealth of them; 
I alked him, if he could fliew me 
any of the gold which was ufually 
wafhed out of the hills by the rain, 
in the natural figure in which it 
was found ? He fmiled, and told 

me 
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mc he could fhew me a little, and 
immediately condudted us into a 
kind of a clofet, where he bad a 
great variety of odd things gather- 
ed up about the mountains and 
rivers; fuch as fine fhellsj ftones 
in the form of ftars, heavy pieces 
of ore, and the like; and after this^ 
he pulled out a great leather bag, 
which had, I believe, near fifty 
pounds weight in it; here. Seignior,, 
Jays he, here is fome of the dirt of 
the earth, and turning it out upon 
the table, it was eafy to fee that it 
was all mixed with gold, though 
the pieces were of different forms,, 
and fome fcarce looking like gold 
M all, being fo mixed with the- 
fpar, or with earth, that it did not 
appear fo plain; but in every bit,, 
there was fomething of the clear 
gold to be feen, and the finaller 
the lumps, the purer the gold ap- 
peared. 

L 3 I was 
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I was lurprized at the quantity^ 
more than at the quality of the 
metal ^ having, as I have faid, feen 
the gold which the Indians found 
in the countries I haye defcribed^. 
which feemed to have littje or no 
mixture; but then I ^as to have 
confidered, that what thofe Indi- 
ans gathered, was farther from the 
hills which it came from, anc) that 
thofe rough, irregular pieces would 
not drive fo far in the water, but 
would }odge themfelvjes in the earth 
and fand of the rivers nearer home ; 
and alfo that the Indians, not know-« 
ing how to feparate the gold by fire 
from the drofs and mixture above^ 
did not think thofe rough pieces 
worth their taking up, whereas the 
Spaniards here underftood much 
better, what they were about. 

But to return to the clofet. When 
he had (hewQ us this leather pouch 
of gold, he fwept the ore to one 
fide of the table, which had ledges 

round 
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round ic^ to keep it from running 
off, and took up another bag full 
of large pieces of ftone, great lumps 
of earthy and pieces of various 
fhapeSy all of which had feme gold 
in them, but not to be gotten out 
but by fire : Thefe, he told us, 
their fervants bring home as they 
find them in the mountains, lying 
loofe here and there, when they go 
after their cattle. 

Bat ilill I afked him, if they 
found no pieces of pure gold ? upoa 
this, he turned to a great old cabi- 
net full of pretty large drawers^ 
and pulling out one drawer^ he 
ihewed us a furprizing number of 
pieces,, of pure clean gold,, feme 
round, fome long^ fome flat„ feme 
thick, all of irregular ihapes, and 
worked roundifli at the ends,, with 
rolling along on the fands; fome 
of thefe weighed a quarter of aii 
ounce, fome more, and fome lefs,. 
aad as I lifted the drawer, I thought 

L 4^ , there; 
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there could not be lefs than be- 
tween twenty and thirty pounds 
weight of it» 

Then he pulled out another 
drawer, which was almofl full of 
the fame kind of metal, but as 
fmall as fand, the biggeft not fo big 
as pins heads, and which might 
very properly be called gold duft. 

After this fight we were not to 
be furprized at any thing he could 
ihew us of the kind. I aiked him, 
how long fuch a treafure might be 
amaffing together in that country? 
He told me, that was according to 
the pains they might take in the 
fearch ; that he had been twelve 
years here, and had done little or 
nothing; but had he had twenty 
negroes to have fet on work, as he 
might have had, he might have 
procured more than this in one 
year. I aiked him, how much 
gold in weight he thought there 
might be in all he had fhewn me ? 

He 
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He told me^ he could .act tellii 
that they never troubled themfelvea& 
to weigh y. but whcn^ the filver-- 
fmith at St. Jago came to bring: 
home any veflel^ or^ when) the^^ 
merchants from Lima came: k> 
Baldivia^. with European goods^ 
then they bought what they want*- 
ed of them; thet thqr were fcn-^ 
fible they gave cxce£Bve prices for 
every thing,, even^ ten or twenty for 
one: But as gold, he faid, was the: 
growth of that country, and the: 
other things,, fuch as cloth,, linen;, 
fine filks, &CC. were the gold of 
Europe, they did not think mucb 
tO: give what wasafked for thofe 
things. In (hort,.. I found,., that: 
the people in this country,, thougb 
they kept large plantations in theiir 
hands,, had great numbers Qf cattle^ 
kigenios,. as they call: them>^ fotr 
maki;ig £ugar,« and^ land,i under 
management, for the maiotopncd; 
of themfelves and £an:ulifis f. yttdidyi 

L 5 not 
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not ^vhoily negled the getdng gold 
out of the mountains^ where it was 
in luch plenty; and therefore it 
leems the town adjacent it called 
Villa Rica, or The Rich Town, 
being feated, as it were, at tfae^fbot 
of the mounfains^ and in thexicheft 
part of them. 

After I had fufficiently admired 
the vail quantity of gold he had, he 
nade iigns to the dod:or, that I 
ihould take any piece or any quan- 
tity that I pleafed; .but thought, 
1 might take it as an affront, to 
have him offer me any particular 
fmall parcel. The dodor hinted 
it to n>e, and I bade him return 
him thanks ; but to let him know, 
that I would by no means have any 
of that, but tlhat I ^yould be glad 
to take up a piece or two, fuch as 
chance (hould prefent to me in the 
mountains I that I might (hew iiv 
my owA country, and tell them, 
that I took it up with my-ownr 

V hands ; 
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liands : He anfwered^ he would go* 
with me himfelf ;. and doubted not^ 
but to carry me where I fbould 
fully fatisfy my curiofity, if I would 
be content U> climb a Iktle among, 
the rocks. 

I' now began to fee pliainly, that 
I had no manner of need to have 
taken his fons for hoftagcs^^ for my^ 
£ifetyi and would faia have fent 
for them back again ; but he would: 
by no meanfr give itie leave ;, fo I wa* 
©bilged t6 give that over. A day 
or two after, I defifed he would give 
me leave to fend for one perfbnb 
more from the fhip^, wha I had a 
great mind {hou4d fee the country 
with me,, and to fend for fe>me few 
things that I (hoald want, and;, 
withal^ to fatisfy my men,, that I 
was fefe and welk 

This he confented to; fo I fent 
away one of the two midfhipmeni, 
whom. I called my fcrvants> and 
with him two fervants of the Spa- 

L d niard,. 
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niardy my landlord^ as I ftyled him, 
with four mules and two horfes : 
I gave my midfhipman my orders 
and directions under my hand, to 
my fupercargo what to doj for I 
was refolved to be even with my 
^Spaniard for all his good ufage of 
me. The midihipman and his two 
companions did not return in lefs 
than ten days^ for they came back 
pretty well laden^ and were obliged 
to come all the way on foot» . 

The whole of this time^ my 
landlord and I fpeot in furveying 
the country, and viewing his plan- 
tation. As foB the city^ of Villa 
Rica,, it was not the moft proper 
to go there ip public ;. and the doc- 
tor knew that as well as the Spa- 
fiiard; and therefore^ though y/c 
went feveral times incognito, yet it 
was of no confequence to me^ nei- 
ther did I defire it. 

One night I had a Very ftrange 
fright here, and behaved myfelf 

▼ery 
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very much like a fimpleton about it : 
The cafe was this, I waked in the 
middle of the nighty and chancing 
to open my eyes, I faw a great 
light of firey which to me ieemed 
as if the houfe» or fome part of it 
had been on fire. I> as if I had 
been at Wapping or Rotherhith, 
where people are always tewrified 
with fuch things, jumped put of 
bed, and called my friend captain 
Merlotte, and cried out fire, fire! 
The firft thing I (hould have 
thought of, on this occafion, (hould 
have been, that the Spaniard did 
not underftand what the words fire^ 
fire ! meant ; and, that if I expeft- 
cd they fhould underftand me, I 
ihould have cried fuego,. fuego L 

However^ Captain Merlotte got 
up, and my A^dagafcar Captain, 
for we all lay near one aHCther> 
and with the noife they waked the 
whole houfe ; and my landlord, as 
l^c afterwards confefiedy began ta 

(Ufpea 
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fufpedt fome mifchief ; his ftcward 
having come ta his chamber door, 
and told him, that the Grangers 
were up in arms; in which mif- 
take we might all have had our 
throats cut, and the poor Spaniard 
not to blame neither. 

But our doiftor coming haftiljr 
in to me, unriddled the whole 
matter, which was this, that a vol- 
cano, or burning vent among the 
hills, being pretty near the Spanifh 
fide of the country, as there are: 
many of them in the Andes ^ had 
flamed out that night, and gave 
fuch a terrible light in the air, as 
made us think the fire had at leafl 
been in the out-houies, or in part 
of the houfe,. and accordingly had 
put me in fuch a fright. 

Upon this, having told me what it 
was, he ran away to the Spanifli fer— 
vants,and told them what the mean- 
ing of it all was ; and bade them go 
and Iktisfy their matter^ which they 

did^ 
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did, and all was well again ; but 
as for myfelf, I fat up almoft all 
the night ftaring out from the win- 
dow at the eruption of fire upon 
the hills, for the like wonderful 
appearance I had never fecn before. 
I fincerely begged my land^ 
lord's pardon for difturbing his 
houfe ; and afked him, if thofe 
eruptions were frequent ? He faid, 
no, they were not frequent, for 
they were conftant, either in one 
part of the hills or another; and 
that in my pafTmg the mountains 
I {hould fee feveral of them. I 
afked him, if they were not a- 
larmed with them? and if they 
were yot attended with earth- 
quakes ? He faid, he believed that 
among the hills themfelves, they 
might have fame ihakings of the 
earth, becaufe iometimes were found 
pieces of the rocks that had been 
broken off and fiCllen down ; and that 
it was among thofe, that fometimes 

parts 
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parts of (lone were found which 
had gold interfperfed in them^ as 
if they had been melted and run 
together; of which he had fliewn 
me ibme: But that as for earth- 
quakes in the country, he had ne* 
ver heard of any fince he came thi- 
ther, which had been upwards of 
fifteen years, including three years 
that he dwelt at St. Jago. 

One day, being out on horfe-baek 
with my landlord, we rode up clofe 
to the mountains,, and he (hewed 
me at a diilance an entrance, as he 
called it, into them, frightful e- 
nough indeed ; as (hall be defcribed 
in its place. He then told me,, 
that was the way he intended ta 
carry me when he (hould go to» 
{hew me the higheft hills in the 
Avorld : But he tmned (hort, and 
fmiling faid,. it (hG|t}d not be yet y 
for though he had promifed me 
a iafe return, and left boftages^ 

for: 
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for it, yet he had not capitulated 
for time. 

I told him, he need not capitu- 
late with me for time; for if I 
had not tv\ro fhips to (lay my com- 
mg, and between three and four 
hundred men eating me up all the 
while, I did not know whether I 
fbould ever go away again or not, 
if he would give me houfe-room. 
He told me, as to that, he had fent 
my men fome provifions, fo that 
they would not ftarve if I did not 
go back for fome days. This 
furprized me not a little, and I 
difcovered it in my countenance. 
Nay, Seignior, fays he, I have on- 
ly fent them fome victuals to 
Ihaintain my two hoftages ; for 
you know they muft not want. It 
was not good njanners in me to 
alk what he had fent; but I un* 
derftood, as foon as my midftiip- 
man returned, that he had fent 
down fixteen cows or runts, I know 

not 
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not what elfe to call them, but 
they were black cattle ; thirty hogst 
thirteen large Peruvian (heep, as 
big as great calves ; and three cafks 
of Chilian wine, with an aflurance^ 
that they (hould have more provi- 
lions when that was fpcnt. 

I was amazed at all this muni- 
ficence of the Spaniard, and very 
glad I was, that I had fent my 
midfhipman for the things I in- 
tended to prefent him with ; for I 
was as well able to requite him for 
a large prefent as he was to make it, 
and had refolved it before I knew 
he had fent any thing to the (hip ; 
fo that this exchanging of prefeatsi 
was but a kind of generous barter 
or commerce : For as to gold, we 
had either of us fo much, that it 
was not at all equal in value to 
what we had to give; . on both fides, 
as we were at prefent flated. 

In (hort, njiy .midfhipman re- 
turned with the horfes and fer-^ 

vants i^ 



ROUND THE WORLD. 259 

vants ; and when we had brought 
what I had fent for into a place 
which I defired the Spaniard to 
allow me to open my things in, I 
fent my dodlor to defire the Spani- 
ard to let me fpeak with him. 

I told him firft, that he mufl 
give rne his parole of honour not 
to talce amifs what I had to fay to 
him ; that it was the cuftom in our 
country at any tinje, to make pre- 
feats to the ladies, with the know- 
ledge ^nd confent of their huftands 
or parents, without gny evil defign, 
Qr without giving any offence; but 
that I knew it w^s not fo among 
the Spaniards : Th^t I jiad not had 
the hpnour yet cither to fee hia 
lady or his daughter, but that I 
had heard he had both : However,, 
that if he pleafed to be the mefTen-. 
ger^f^r a trifle I had caufed my man 
to bring, and would prefent it for 
me, and not take it as an offence, 
he (liould fe# before-hand what it 

was. 
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was, and I would content myfelf 
with his accepting it in their be- 
half. 

He told me, fmiling^ he did not 
bring me thither to take any pre- 
sents of me; I had already done e- 
nough, in that I had given him his 
liberty, which was the moft valu- 
able gift in the world; and as to 
his wife, I had already made her 
th€ beft prefent I was able, having 
given her back her hufband ; that 
it is true, it was not the cuftom of 
the Spaniards to let their wives ap- 
pear in any public entertainment 
of friends, but that he had refolv- 
cd to break through that cuftom^ 
and that he had told his wife, what 
a friend I had been to her femily, 
and that (he fhould thank me for 
it in perfon ; and that then, what 
prefent I had defigned for her„ 
lince I would be a maker of pre- 
fents, fhe (hould do herfelf the ho- 
nour to take it with h^ own hands> 

. and 
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and he would be very far from 
miftaking them, or taking it ill 
from his wife. 

As this was the higheft compli- 
ment he was able to make me, the 
more he was obliging in the man- 
ner ; for he returned in about two 
hours, leading his wife into the 
room by the hand, and his daugh* 
ter following:. 

I muft confefs I was furprized, 
for I did not expedt to have feen 
fuch a fight in America. The la- 
dy's drefs indeed I cannot eafily 
defcribe, but flie was really a 
charming woman, of about lorty 
years of age, and covered over with 
emeralds and diamonds, I mean, as 
to her head. She was veiled till 
fhe came into the room, but gave 
her veil to her woman when her 
hufband took her by the hand. 
Her daughter I took to be about- 
twelve years old, which the Spa- 
niards count marriageable; fhe was 

pretty. 
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pretty, but not fo handfome as her 
mother. 

After the compliments on both 
fides, my^ landlord, as I now call 
him, told her very handfomely what 
a benefadior I had been to her fa- 
mily, by redeeming him from the 
hands of villains : And (he, turning 
to me, thanked me in the moft 
obliging manner, and with a mo- 
deft graceful way of fpeech, fuch 
as I cannot defcribe, and which, 
indeed, I did not think the Spa- 
niards, who arc faid to be fo 
haughty, had been acquainted with. 

I then defired the dodtor to tell 
the Spaniard her hufband, that I 
requefted his lady to accept a fmall 
prefent which my midftiipman had 
brought for her from the (hip, and 
which I took in my hand, and the 
Spaniard led his wife forward to 
take it : And I muft needs fay, it 
was not a mean prefent, befides, its 
being of ten times the value in that' 

place. 
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place, as it would have been at 
London, and I was now very glad 
that, as I mentioned above, I al- 
ways rcferved a fmall quantity of 
all forts of goods unfold, that I 
might have them to difpofe of as 
occafion (hould offer. 

Firft, I prefented her with a very 
fine piece of Dutch Holland, worth, 
in London, about feven (hillings an 
ell, and thirty-fix ells in length, 
and worth in Chili, to be fure, fif- 
teen pieces of eight per ell, at leaft ; 
or it v^as rather likely, that all the 
kingdom of Chili had not fuch 
another. 

Then I gave her two pieces of 
China damalk, and two pieces of 
china filks called atlaffes, flowered 
with gold; two pieces of fine muf- 
lin, one flowered, the other plain, 
and a piece of very fine chintz, or 
printed callicop; alfo a large parcel 
of fpices, made up in elegant pa- 
pers, being about fix pounds of nut- 
megs. 
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megs, and about twice as many 
cloves. 

And laftly, to the young kdy I 
gave one piece of damalk, two pieces 
of china taffity, and a piece of fine 
ftriped mliflin. 

After all this was delivered, and 
the ladies had received them, and 
given them their women to hold, 
I pulled out a little box, in which 
I had two couple of large pearlsi 
of that pearl which 1 mentioned 
we found at the pearl iflands, very 
well matched for ear-rings, and 
gave the lady one pair, and the 
daughter the other; and now, I 
think, I had made a prefent fit for 
an ambaflador to carry to a prince. 

The ladies made all poffible ac- 
knowledgment, and we had the 
honour that day to dine with them 
in public. My landlord, the Spa- 
niard, told me, I had given them 
fuch a prefent, as tne viceroy of 

Mexico's 
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Mexico's lady would have gone 
fifty leagues to have received. 

But I had not done with my 
hoft ; for, after dinner, I took him 
into the fame room, and told him, 
I hoped he did not think I had 
made all my prefents to the ladies, 
and had nothing left to (hew my 
refpedt to him 5 and, therefore, firft 
I prefented him with three negro 
men, which I had bought at Callao 
for my own ufe, but knew I could 
fupply myfelf again at or in my 
way home, at a moderate price; in 
the next place, I gave him three 
pieces of black Colchefter baize, 
which, though they are coarfe ordi- 
nary things in England, that a foot- 
man would fcarce wear, are a habit 
for a prince in that country; I then 
gaveTiim a piece of very fine fcarlet 
Ehglifli ferge, which was really 
very valuable in England, but 
much more there; and another 
piece of crimfon broad cloth, and 

Vol. II. M fix 
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fix pieces of fine filk druggets for 
his two fons^ and thus 1 finifhed 
my prefents. The Spaniard flood 
dill, and looked on all the while 
1 was laying out my prefents to 
him, as one in a tranfport, and faid 
not one word till all was over ^ but 
then he told me very gravely, that 
it was now time for him to turn 
me out of his houfe; for, feignior, 
fays he, no man ought to fufFer 
himfelf to be obliged beyond his 
power of return, and I have no 
poffible way of making any return 
to you equal to fuch things as 
thefe. 

It is true, the prefcnt I had 
made him, if it was to be rated 
by the value of things in the coun- 
try where it then was, would have 
been valued at fix or feven hun- 
dred pounds fterling, but to reckon 
them as they might coft me, did 
not all together amount to a- 
bove one hundred pounds, except 

the 
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the three negros, which, indeed, 
coil me at Lima one thoufand two 
hundred pieces of eight. 

He was as fenfible of the price of 
thofe negros, as I was of the oc- 
cafion he had of them, and of the 
work he had to do for them ; and 
he came to me about an hour after, 
and told me, he had looked over 
all the particulars of the noble 
prefents which I had made them ; 
and though the value was too great 
for him to accept, or for any man 
to offer him, yet, fince I had been 
at fo much trouble to fend for the 
things, and that I thought him 
worthy fuch a bounty, he was come 
back to tell me, that he accepted, 
thankfully, all my prefents, both 
to himfelf, and to his wife and 
daughter, except only the three 
negros, and as they were bought 
in the country, and were the par- 
ticular traffick of the place, he 
could not take them as a prefent; 
but would be equally obliged, and 

M 2 take 
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take it for as much a favour, if I 
would allow him to pay for them. 

I fmiled, and told him, he and 
I would agree upon that; for he 
did not yet know what favours I 
had to afk of him, and what ex- 
pence I (hould put him to ; that I 
had a great defign in my view, 
which I was to crave his afliftance 
in, and which I had not yet com- 
municated to him, in which he 
might, perhaps, find that he would 
pay dear enough for all the little 
prefents I had made him ; and, in 
the mean time, to make himfelf 
cafy as to the three negro men, I 
gave him my word, that he fhould 
pay For them; only not yet. 

He could have nothing to objed 
againft an offer of this kind, be- 
caufe he could not guefs what I 
meant; but gave me ail the aflur- 
ances of fervice and afliftance that 
lay in his power, in any thing that 

I might 
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I might have to do in that coun- 

Put here, by the way, it ought 
to be underflood, that all this was 
carried on with a fuppofition, that 
we afted under a commiffion from 
the king of France; and though 
he knew many of us were Englifh, 
and that I was an Engliihman in 
particular, yet, as we had fuch a 
commiffion, and produced it, we 
were Frenchmen, in that fenfe, to 
him^ nor did he entertain us under 
any other idea. 

The fequel of the ftory will alfa 
make it fufficiently appear, that I 
did not make fuch prefents as theie 
Jn mere oftentation^ or only upon 
the compliment of a vifit to a Spa- 
nifh gentleman, any more than I 
would leave my (hip, and a cargo 
of fuch value, in the manner I had 
done, to make a tour into the coun- 
try, if I had not had views fuffici- 
cnt to juftify fuch meafures; and 

M 3 the- 
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the confequence of thofe meafures> 
will be the beft apology for my 
condudt with all, who will impar- 
tially confider them. 

We had now fpent a fortnight, 
and fomething more, in ceremony 
and civilities, and in, now and 
then, taking a little tour about the 
fields, and towards the moun- 
tains. However, even in this way 
of living, I was not fo idle as I 
fcemed to be, for I not only made 
due obfervations of all the country 
which I faw, but informed myfelf 
fufficicntly of the parts which I 
^id not fee. I found the country 
not only fruitful in the foil, but 
wonderfully temperate and agree- 
able in its climate. The air, though 
hot, according to its proper lati- 
tude, yet that heat fo moderated by 
the cool breezes from the moun- 
tains, that it was rather equal to 
the plain countries in other parts 
of the world, in the latitude of 

fifty. 
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fifty, than to a climate in thirty- 
eight to forty degrees. 

This gave the inhabitants the 
advantages, not only of pleafant 
and agreeable living, but alfo of a 
particular fertility, which hot cli- 
mates are not blefled with, efpeci- 
ally as to corn, the moft necelTury 
of all productions, fuch as wheat, I 
mean European wheat, or Englidx 
wheat, which grew here as well 
and as kindly, as in England; 
which in Peru, and in the Ifthmus 
of America, will by no means 
thrive for want of moifture and 
cold. 

Here were alfo, an excellent 
middling breed of black cattle^ 
which the natives fed under the 
fhade of the mountains, and on the 
banks of the rivers, till they came 
to be very fat. In a word, here 
were, or might be produced, all 
the plants, fruits, and grain, of a 
temperate climate. At the fame 

M 4 time. 
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time, the orange, lemon, citron, 
pomegranate, and figs, with a mo- 
derate care, would come to a very 
tolerable perfection in their gar-^ 
dens ; and even fugar-canes, in 
fome places, though thefe laft but 
rarely, and not without great art in 
the cultivation, and chiefly in gar- 
dens. 

: I was aflured, that farther South- 
ward beyond Baldivia, and to the 
latitude of forty-feven to forty-nine^ 
the lands were efteemed richer than 
where we now were; the grafs more 
ftrengthening and nourifliing for 
the cattle; and that, confequently, 
the black cattle, horfes, and hogs, 
were all of a larger breed; but that^ 
as the Spaniitrds had no fettlement 
beyond Baldivia to the South, fo 
they did not find the natives fo 
traftable as where we then were ; 
where, though the Spaniards were 
but few, and the ftrength they 
had, was but fmall, yet, as upon 

any 
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any occaiion, they had always been 
affifted with forces fufficient from 
St. Jago, and, if need were, even 
from Peru, fo the natives had 
always been fubdued, and had 
found themfelves obliged to fub- 
mit; and that now they were in- 
tirely reduced, and were, and had* 
been, for feveral yearSy very eaiy 
.and quiet: Befides the plentiful 
harveft which -tthey made of gold 
from the mountains (which ap- 
peared to be the great allurement; 
of the Spaniards) had drawn them- 
rather to fettle here, than farther 
Southward, being naturally addift- 
ed, as my new landlord confcfled. 
to me, to reap the harveft which 
had the leaft labour and hazard at-- 
tending it, and the moft profit- 
Not but that, at the: fame time,, 
he confefled, that he believed, and. 
had heard, that there was as much, 
gold to be found farther to the 
South, as far as the mountains con-- 

M £ tinued;. 
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tinned : but that^ as I have faid' 
the nanvcs were more troublefome 
there^ and more dangerous^ and 
that the king of Spain did not al- 
low troops fufEcient to civilize and 
reduce them. 

I afked him concerning the na- 
tives in the country where we 
^fcre ? He told me they were the 
moft.quiet^ and inoffenfive people^ 
iince the Spaniard^ hjid reduced 
them by force, that could be de* 
fired; that they were not, indeed^ 
numerous or warlike, the warlike 
and obftinate part of them having 
fled farther off to the South, ag 
they were overpowered by the Spa- 
niards; that for thofe who were 
left, they lived fecure, under the 
proteftianx)f the Spanifh governor; 
that they fed cattle, and planted 
the country, and fold the produdt 
of their knds chiefly to the Spani- 
ards; but that they did not covet 
to be rich, only to obtain cloaths, 

arms. 
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arms, powder and (hot ; which, 
however they were fufFered to have 
but fparingly, and with good af- 
fu ranee of their fidelity. I afked 
him, if they were not treacherous 
and perfidious ? And if it was not 
dangerous trufting themfelves a- 
mong them in the mountains, and 
among the retired places where 
they dwelt? He told me, that it 
was quite the contrary; that they, 
were fo honeft, and fo harmlefe^ 
that he would at any time venture 
to fend his two fons into the moun- 
tains a hunting, with each of them' 
a Chilian for his guide, and let 
them ftay with the faid natives 
two or three nights and days at a 
time, and be in no uneafinefs about 
them ; and that none of them were 
ever known to do any foul or trea- 
cherous thing by the Spaniards^ 
fince he had been in that coun- 
try, 

M 6 Having 
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Haying thus fully informed my- 
felf of things, I began now to 
think it was high time to have a 
fight of the particulars which I 
came to enquire after (viz.) the 
parages of the mountains, and the 
wonders that were to be difcovered 
on the other fide; and accordingly 
I took my patron the Spaniard by 
himfelf, and told him, that as I 
was a traveller, and was now in 
fuch a remote part of the world, 
he could not but think I fhould 
he glad to fee every thing extraor- 
dinary, that was to be feen 5. that I 
might be able to give fome account 
of the world when I came into 
Europe, better, and differing from 
what others had done, who had 
been there before me: and that I 
Iiyatf a great mind, if he would give 
me his afliftance, to enter into the 
paiTages and valleys which he had 
told me fo myich of in the moun- 
tains, and if it was poflible, which 

indeed 
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indeed I had always thought it was 
not, to take a profped; of the world 
on the other fide. 

He told me, it was not a light 
piece of work, and perhaps the 
difcoverics might not anfwcr my 
trouble, there being little to be 
feen but fteep precipices, unhof-*^ 
pitable rocks, and impaflable moun-^ 
tains, immuring us on every fide, 
innumerable rills and brooks of 
water falling from the clifts, mak- 
ing a barbarous and unpleafant 
found ; and that found echoed and 
reverberated from innumerable ca- 
vities and hollows among the rocks,, 
and thefe all pouring down into one 
middle ft ream, which we fhould 
always find on one fide or other of 
us as we went, and that fometimes 
we (hould be obliged to pafs thofe 
middle ftreams, as well as the rills 
and brooks on the fides, without a 
bridge, and at the trouble of pulU 
ine off our cloaths, 

^ He 
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He told US, that we (hould meet, 
indeed, with provifions enough, 
and with an innocent harmlefs 
people, who according to their 
ability, would entertain us very 
willingly; but that I who was a 
ftranger, would be forely put to it 
for lodging, efpecially for fo many 
of us. 

However, he faid, as he had per- 
haps at firft, raifed this curiofity in 
me, by giving me a favourable ac- 
count of the place, he would be 
very far from difcouraging me 
now; and that if I refolvcd to go^ 
he would not only endeavour to 
make every thing as plcafant to me 
as he could, but that he and his 
major domo would go along with 
me, and fee us fafe through, and 
fafe home again; but defired me, 
not to be in too much hafte, for 
that he muft make fome little pre- 
paration for the journey, which as 
he told us, might perhaps take us 

up 
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up fourteen or fixteen days forward^ 
and as much back again f not he faid, 
that it was neceflary that we (hould 
be fo long going and coming, as 
that he fuppofed I would take time 
to fee every thing which I might 
think worth feeing, and not be in 
fo much hade, as if I was fent ex- 
prefs. I told him, he was very 
much in the right ; that I did not 
defire to make a thing, which I 
expedted fo much plcafure in, be a 
toil to me more than needs muft ; 
and above all, that, as I fuppofed,. 
I (hould not return into thefe parts- 
very foon, I would not take a 
curfory view of a place, which I 
expedted would be fo well worth 
feeing, and let it be known to all 
I fliould fpeak of it to, that I 
wanted to fee it again, before I 
could give a full account of it. 

Well, Seignior, fays he, we will 
not be in hafte, or view it by 
halves ; for if wild and uncouth 

places 
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places will be a diverfion to you, 
I promife myfelf your curiofity 
(hall be fully gratified ; but as to 
extraordinary things, rarities in na- 
ture, and furprizing incidents which 
foreigners expeft, I cannot fay much 
to thofe. However, what think 
you. Seignior, fays he,^ if we fhould 
takfe a tour a little way into the 
entrance of the hills, which I 
fhewed you the other day, and look 
upon the gate of this gulph ? Per- 
haps your curiofity may be fatisfied. 
with the firft day's profpedt^ which- 
I aflfure you, will be none, of the 
moft pleafant,. and you iliay find, 
yourfelf fick of the enterprize. 

I told him, no; I was fo re- 
folved upon the attempt, fince he, 
who I was fatisfied would not de- 
ceive me, had reprefented it as fo 
feafible, and efpecially fince he. 
had oflTered to condud: me through 
it, that I would not for all the* 
gold that was in the mountains,. 

lay 
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lay it afide. He fhook his head 
at that expreflion, and fmiling at 
the dodtor, fays he, this gentle- 
man little thinks that there is more 
gold in thefe mountains, nay, even 
in this part where we are, than 
there is now above ground in the 
whole world. Partly underftand- 
what he faid, I anfwered, my mean- 
ing was to let him fee that no- 
thing could divert me from the 
purpofe of viewing the place, un- 
lefs he himfelf forbade me, which 
I hoped he would not ; and that as 
for looking a little way into the 
paflage, to try if the horror of the 
place would put a check to my 
curiofity, I would not give him 
that trouble, feeing the more ter- 
rible and frightful, the more dif- 
ficult and imprafticable it was, 
provided it could be maftered at 
laft, the more it would pleafe mc 
to attempt and overcome it. 

Nay^ 
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. Nay, nay Seigqior, faid he plea- 
fantly, there is nothing difficult 
or impracticable in it, nor is it 
any thing but what the country 
people, and even feme of our na- 
tion perform every day; and that 
not only by themfclves, either for 
fport in purfuit of game, but even 
with droves of cattle which they . 
go with from place to place, as 
to a market or a fair; and there* 
fore, if the horror of the clifts 
and precipices, the noifes of the 
volcanos, the fire and fuch things 
as you may hear and fee above 
you, will not put a flop to your 
curiofity, I aflurc you, you (hall not 
meet with any thing impaflable or 
impraiSlicable below, nor any thing 
but what with the affiftancc of 
God and the bleffed Virgin (and 
then he crofled himfelf, and fo we 
did all) we (hall go chearfully 
over. 

Finding 



ROUND THE WORLD. 285 

Finding therefore that I was thus 
refolutely bent upon the entcrprizc, 
but not in the leaft gueffing at my 
defign, he gave order to have fer- 
vants and mules provided, for 
mules are much fitter to travel a- 
mong the hills than horfes; and 
in four days he promifcd to be rea- 
dy for a march. 

I had nothing to do in all thefe 
four days but to walk abroad, and 
as we fay look about me^ but I 
took this opportunity to eive in- 
flrudtions to my two midmipmciit 
who were called my fervantSi in 
what they were to do. 

Firft, I charged them to make 
land-marks, bearings, and beacons^ 
as we might call them, upon the 
points of the rocks above them, 
and at every turning in the way 
below them, alfo at the reaches 
and windings of the rivers or 
brooks, falls of water, and every 

thing 
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thing remarkable; and to keep 
each of them feparate and diftind 
journals of tliofe things ; not only 
to find the way back again by the 
iame fteps; but that they might 
be able to find that way afterwards 
by themfelves, and without guides, 
which was the foundation and true 
intent of all the reft of my un- 
dertaking; and as I knew theie 
were both capable to do it, and 
had courage and fidelity to under- 
take it, I had fingled them out 
for the attempt, and had made 
them fully acquainted with my 
whole fcheme, and confequently, 
they knew the meaning and rea- 
fon of my prefent difcourfe with 
them: They promifed not to fail 
to (hew me a plan of the hills, 
with the bearings of every point, 
one with another, where every 
ftep was to be taken, and every 
turning do the right hand or to 

the 



ROUND THE WORLD* tt^ 

the lefty and fuchr a journal I be- 
lieve, was never feen before or 
fince; but it is too long for this 
place. I (hall, however, take out 
the heads of it as I proceed, 
which may ferve as a general dc-« 
fcription of the place. 

The evening of the fourth day, 
as he had appointed, my friend the 
Spaniard let me know, that he was 
ready to let out, and accordingly 
we began our cavalcade : my reti- 
nue confifted of fix as before, and 
we had mules provided for us ; my 
two midftiipmen as fervants, had 
two mules given them alfo for their 
baggage : The Spaniard had fix al- 
fo, viz. His gentleman, or as I 
called him before, his Major Do- 
mo on horfeback, that is to fay, 
on mule-back, with mules for his 
baggage, and four fervants on foof. 
Jult before we fet out, his gen- 
tleman brought each of us a fuzee, 

and 
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and our two fervants^ each a har- 
qiiebufs^ or fhort mulket with car- 
touches, powder and ball, toge- 
ther with a pouch and foiall (hot, 
fuch as we call fwan-fhot, for 
iowls or deer, as we fawoccafion. 

I was as well pleafcd with this 
<;ircumilaace as with any my land- 
lord had done, becaufe I had not fo 
intirc a confidence in the native 
Chilians, as he had; but I faw 
plainly feme time after, that I was 
wrong, for nothing could be more 
honeft, quiet, and free from de* 
fign, than thofe people, except 
the poor honeft people where we 
dreifed up the kin^g and queen as 
already mentioned. 

We were late in the morning 
before we got out, having all this 
equipage to furnifh, and travel- 
ling very gently, it was about 
two hours before fun-fet, when 
we came to the entrance of the 

moun- 
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mountains, where to my furprize, 
I found we were to go in upon 
a level, without any afcent, at 
leaft, that was -confiderable. We 
had, indeed gone up upon a pretty 
fharp afcent, for near two miles, 
before we came to the place. 

The entrance was agreeable e- 
nough, the paffage being near half 
a mile broad. On the left hand, 
was a fmall river, whofe channel 
was deep, but the water (hallow, 
there having been but little rain 
for fome time; the water ran very 
rapid, and as my Spaniard told me, 
was fomctimes exceeding fierce; 
the entrance lay inclining a little 
South, and was fo ftrait, that we 
could fee near a mile before us; 
but the prodigious height of the 
hills on both fides, and before us, 
appearing one over another, gave 
fuch a profpedt of horror, that I 
confefs it was frightful at firft to 

look 
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look on the ftupendous altitude of 
the rocks : Every thing above us 
looking one higher than another; y 
%a8 amazing; and .|^ fee how^ in 
fbme places, they hung over the 
river, and over the paffage, it crea- 
ted a dread of being overwhelmed 
with them. 
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